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From the Pastor’s Keyboard  
 

                         “Open and Affirming” 
 

By a vote of 111 to 19 (85% majority) the Congregation of Columbia United Church of Christ voted yesterday to affirm 

the Open and Affirming/Inclusion Covenant drafted by members of this Congregation over the course of the past few 

months, reflecting 3+ years of educational opportunities, investigation, discernment and work. (Covenant is on page  7) 
 

While to some this is a culmination of a blessed task, to others, this is a challenging day.  Some of our family, while very 

inclusive in their own interactions in the world, were not in favor of adopting this covenant.  Our hearts are with them 

as united, we all consider ways to live into this new expression of faith.  Our hopes, our thoughts and our prayers are 

with those who struggle with this expression; and we pray that the things that unite us will be greater than the things 

that could divide us.  We are one family of faith, no matter which box we checked in the vote; and we are all working 

together for God’s glory in this community. 
 

Over the course of the next few months and years, we will discern how we, as a congregation, can live into this 

covenant.  While most of us will not see any major immediate changes in the way we do ministry at CUCC, our 

presentation to the community of seekers who are suffering from a history of private cultural or ecclesial 

disenfranchisement could be life changing. To those who need to hear the message of Good News that is articulated 

through us, this is a very important event.  It is really the beginning of new opportunities for us as a congregation to live 

and grow into the ministry to which we are called; continuing Jesus’ ministry of compassion in the world. 
 

But as we reach out to the world, we must not forget to embrace each other.  Though some disagree on methods and 

process, we all agree that Jesus calls us to love and to be servants to all.  That is what unites us; and those bonds are 

stronger than the details that divide us.  Though not everyone voted to affirm the Covenant presented, we can all unite 

behind the principles that drove us to that Covenant; Jesus’ commandment to “Love one another, even as I have loved 

you.” (John 13)  
 

Based on the mandate at Sunday’s meeting, we will be formally applying for recognition by the United Church of Christ 

as an “Open and Affirming” Congregation.  As stated previously, the United Church of Christ does not and can not 

impose procedural regulations on churches; including churches who are designated “Open and Affirming”.  How we 

live into this designation is up to us, not up to the national setting of the church.  But this designation does provide 

resources for us that were not previously available; and this designation will help spread the word to those who are 

seeking a church like us that we do exist, and we will welcome them fully. 
 

A congregation member recently pointed out to me that this Covenant is really like a handicapped ramp or accessible 

restrooms.  Those who do not have physical challenges really do not notice ramps, accessible restrooms or parking 

spaces, or other accessibility issues.  Or we may notice them but not really appreciate them.  But to those who have 

physical challenges, access ramps, accessible parking spaces and accessible restrooms are game changers.  They know 

which public buildings are more accessible than others, and which public buildings convey a sense of “unwelcome” 

because their accessibility is more limited.  Like accessibility ramps, restrooms and parking spaces, we may not fully 

appreciate the value of this Covenant, but to others looking for an affirming church, this Covenant could open them up 

to God’s presence in the world; this Covenant could literally save their lives. 
 

May God’s blessings continue to be with us as we live into this new call to service, stewardship and love.   
 

                  -Pastor Rick               
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Dear Columbia UCC, 
 

We would like to thank you for your generous gift towards our Capital Fund.  
Your commitment and support are sincerely appreciated. Donations like 
yours will help to make Camp MoVal a more accessible place, help 
economically disadvantaged youth have an opportunity to camp, and will 
continue to assist Camp MoVal in providing dynamic programs in a safe, 
caring, and top notch facility. 
 

Gratefully, 
Jeremy Force 
Outdoor Ministries Director 

 

Columbia 

United Church  

of Christ 

3201 I-70 Drive NW 

Columbia, MO  65202 

 
 

Rev. Rick Oberle 
Pastor 

 

Rev. Fred Brandenburg 
Pastor Emeritus 

 

April Rothweiler 
Office Administrator 

 

Kristin Veteto 
Music Coordinator 

 

Amy Crousore 
Organist/Accompanist 

 

Erika Maltsbarger 
Director, Little One’s Day Out 

 

Lloyd Viehland 
Building Monitor 

 

Raj Tolani 
Financial Secretary 

 
 

Sunday Worship Schedule  
 

9:00 a.m. - Faith Education  
             for ALL Ages 

 
10:00 a.m. -  Coffee and 

Fellowship 
 

10:30 a.m. -  Worship in 
Sanctuary 

 
 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday 

9 a.m.- 3 p.m. 
 

Phone: 
(573)-445-7931 

 
Email: 

office@columbiaucc.com 

Dear Columbia UCC, 
 

Thank you so much for your very generous gift to Our Church’s Wider 

Mission in 2018. Because of you, we equipped Conference Churches to be 

building courageous relationships through resources on worship, social 

justice, conflict resolution, and ministry preparation.  
 

Thank you! May God’s love guide us in 2019! 

Blessings, 

Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel, Conference Minister 

Missouri Mid-South Conference, UCC 

Dear CUCC, 
 

Thank you so much for your very generous donation! We are so grateful for 

your support.  
 

We would welcome and invite you and your staff to tour our new childcare 

facility and meet our staff. Your gift will be used to provide childcare to 

parents while they are in training class.  
 

Thank you again! 

Loretta 

CoMO Youth Works 

Dear Rev. Oberle & Friends, 
 

Thank you so much for your continued support of Ronald McDonald House 

Charities of Mid-Missouri.  
 

Our Ronald McDonald House as been providing temporary lodging for 

families  with seriously ill or injured children since 1983. Each year hundreds 

of families call Ronald McDonald House their “home away from home” for 

one day, one month, or sometimes even longer. 
 

With appreciation, 

Terri Gray, Executive Director 
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Moderator’s Moment 
 

This being my first Moderator's Moment, let me say I am very honored to serve as your 2019 Moderator.  

It is my hope that we continue to come together as a church family and follow our church's purpose as 

stated in our constitution, “. . . to realize Christian fellowship and unity within this church and the 

Church universal; to render loving service toward humanity; to strive for righteousness, justice and 

peace; and to invite others to join this adventure of faith.”  These last few words are important because 

we have certainly been on an adventure together.  I honor those, before my time here at CUCC, who 

helped build this beautiful facility and this family of faith into what it is today and I ask each of you, as 

current members and friends, to help me continue their legacy.  You can do that by becoming involved 

in the life of the church by giving of your time, your talent or your treasure and helping CUCC make a 

positive impact on our local community and the world. 

 

Let me also take this opportunity to thank our outgoing Council members for their tireless work this 

past year and especially Judi Privitt for her leadership and her friendship as I learned the ropes as Vice 

Moderator. A special thank you goes to Pastor Rick and the church staff for their unwavering dedication 

to our church family and Pastor Rick’s tireless hours leading his “flock” through the ups and downs of 

this past year.  We are truly blessed to have him as our Pastor and teacher! 

 

Let me close with words from Isaiah 40: “. . . but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”  

My hope for CUCC is that we will continue to renew our strength and soar like an eagle. 

 

In faith, 

John Graves 

john@downtownappliance.com  

573-999-2087 

Dear Columbia United Church of Christ, 
 

Thank you for your generous gift to Back Bay Mission! 

Your gift to Friends of the Mission makes it possible to 

meet the most urgent needs of the poor and marginalized 

in the Mississippi Gulf Coast.  
 

Your gift is already at work strengthening neighborhoods, 

seeking justice, and transforming lives. You’re helping a 

home owner stay in their home, providing homeless 

families with apartments, making sure people have 

enough food, and giving needed support. Most 

importantly, your gift is making sure that Back Bay 

Mission is here to provide a safe and welcoming place to 

anyone who comes through our doors. We—and those we 

serve—are ever grateful.  
 

Grace & Peace, 

Rev. Alice Graham, Ph.D. 

Executive Director 

Dear Friends, 
 

On behalf of the students and faculty of Eden 

Theological Seminary, it is my pleasure to 

acknowledge  your gift.  
 

As we enter the new year, please do know how 

much your support of Eden means to us!  Churches 

are at the core of our culture and faith, and we 

appreciate the work you do. More than anyone, 
you know how important it is to prepare the next 

generation of ministers and leaders, so we are 

especially grateful for your help in maintaining 

Eden as an ecumenical educational center for 

progressive Christian movement.  
 

Grace & Peace, 

Sandi Lafata 

Director of Development 

mailto:john@downtownappliance.com
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Maximum Impact in 2019 
 

How can your faithful Stewardship make the Maximum Impact on Ministry with God’s Creation in 2019?  The 

suggestions below will help you make an informed decision about your Stewardship focus in the coming year.   
 

Be Intentional:  Intentional giving of your Time, Talent and Treasures is a major factor in making a Maximum Impact.  

Don’t give God your leftovers after everything else in life has taken your time, your talent and your money.  Make an 

intentional commitment about how much Time, how much of your Talents and how much Money you will give to 

God’s work in 2019.  Just like everything else in life, set your goals and then make a plan to achieve them. 
 

Consistency: Faithful stewardship is not about the amount of money, time, or talent you give; it is about consistency.  

After you make your intentional decision about the amount, be consistent!     
 

Serve on a Ministry Team:  We have seven ministry teams at CUCC that undergird God’s work through this Church.  

Is there an area of ministry in which you hold interest?  The ministry teams and leadership are listed in the bulletin each 

Sunday.  Inquire of that leader how you can help enable their team’s ministry. 
 

Give Your Treasures  

There are several ways to give your money to the work of Columbia United Church of Christ.  Choose the way that 

works best for you. 
 

ACH:  Several people have set up a weekly/monthly automatic ACH (withdrawal) with their bank and we receive a 

check in the mail from them at the frequency they have determined.  You can set this up easily online, or ask your bank 

to set it up.  Your weekly/monthly donation is automatically sent to the church.  (This can be set up for other agencies 

you support as well). 
 

Envelopes:  Do you receive offering envelopes?  If you do not and you wish to receive them, send a message to the 

church office or talk to Doug Privitt.  Envelopes help you track your giving if you are writing a check each week. 
 

Fund Giving:  We have several special funds at CUCC to enable special and specific ministries of the church.  The 

Finance and Stewardship Team can help identify certain funds for you.   
 

Estate Planning:  Have you remembered CUCC in your will?  It can be as simple as adding a line that says a certain 

percentage or amount will be given to CUCC upon your death.  Your gift could leave a legacy that helps others for 

many future generations.    
 

Online Giving:  The Finance and Stewardship Ministry Team will be rolling out a new online 

giving platform in 2019 to make financial stewardship easier.  Watch for more details!   
 

Website Giving:  In the next few weeks we will be setting up a giving option on our Columbia 

UCC Website as well.  Watch for this to happen and check us out at  www.columbiaucc.com. 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT STEWARDSHIP @ CUCC CONTACT  

GEORGE ZIMNY , CELL: 573-808-4818, EMAIL: GZIMNY@ZEALFINANCE.COM 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Doug Privitt, Recording Treasurer  

Date Attendance Actual Budget 

12/30/18 90 $7,365.40 $6,240.71 

01/06/18 148 $4,662.85 $6,240.71 

01/20/18 142 $7,582.00 $6,240.71 

01/27/18 151 $4,346.00 $6,240.71 

http://www.columbiaucc.com
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The Giving Statements for 2018 are in the Coat Room.  
Please pick them up at your convenience.   

If you have questions or concerns about them, let Doug Privitt know.   

privittauto@centurytel.net • 573-819-7020 

mailto:privittauto@centurytel.net
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MAXIMUM IMPACT! 
STEWARDSHIP MONTH KICKOFF GATHERING  

 

YOU are invited to a POT LUCK LUNCHEON –  

Bring your favorite family dish! 
 

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER – Our Conference Minister  

Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel will share an important mes-

sage about “Maximum Impact” with us!! 
 

Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel, our 

keynote speaker on February 24,  
has been our Missouri Mid-South 
Conference Minister for over three 
years; inspiring, challenging and 

educating us in our mutual ministry 
as Jesus’ disciples. 

WHEN:  February 24, 2019 at Noon 

WHERE:  Columbia United Church of Christ  

WHAT:  Pot luck luncheon 

• Keynote by Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel 

(Missouri Mid-South Conference Minister) 

• Introduction to our new mobile giving 

platform 

• Faith promise cards 

• Ministry Team information 

• Time and talent sheets 

• CUCC Impact Statements 

• OCWM Information 

• Volunteering opportunities 

• Testimonies from Congregation members 

• Stewardship month kickoff 

• Stewardship focus in worship 

• Sponsored by CUCC                               

Finance & Stewardship Ministry Team 

Sunday, February 24, 2019 
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Seminary Sunday February 3        by Pastor Rick 
 

Eden Theological Seminary was established in the summer of 1850 in Marthasville, Missouri to fit the 

pastoral needs of Evangelical churches in the Midwest. These congregations were looking for pastors well 

educated in theology, who were less focused on European traditions and more open to new expressions of 

faith evolving on the American frontier. In this environment of listening for God’s Still Speaking voice, Eden 

Theological Seminary was born.   
 

An ecumenical spirit lies at the heart of Eden Seminary. A Methodist and Mennonite joined six Evangelicals 

to form the very first graduating class of Eden. The hard work of that first class laid the foundation for Eden 

to branch out west of St. Louis, serving more frontier congregations and in turn recruiting new students who 

discovered their own calling. 
 

Since then, Eden has actively pursued the Progressive Christian Movement and Critical Theological 

Scholarship. To fit the growing urbanization of the country, Eden moved to the outskirts of St. Louis in 1883. 

The Seminary’s first African American student enrolled in 1933, and the next year Eden merged with Central 

Theological Seminary and Oakwood Institute of Cincinnati, Ohio (a women’s college) to expand their 

inclusive perspective.  A continued focus on ecumenical discussion and Critical Theological Scholarship at 

Eden brought forth conversations which led to the formation of the United Church of Christ in 1957. In 1965, 

Cardinal Joseph Ritter of the St. Louis Archdiocese was the first Roman Catholic Cardinal to address a 

Protestant Seminary graduating class. 
 

Now and throughout its history, Eden affirms that Christian Faith and Critical Scholarship are compatible 

and dedicated discipleship is neither alien nor hostile to the truth of love. Faith is nurtured and openly 

affirmed at Eden, and these discussions will serve the church well, spreading the Good News of Jesus’ 

Inclusive Love into the twenty-first century and beyond.   
 

Sunday, February 3 will be Seminary Sunday at Columbia United Church of Christ.  On that day, we will 

focus on the gift that Eden Seminary is to our church and to the United Church of Christ, and we will hear 

testimony about how Seminary transforms lives.  We will also take up a special offering to facilitate the work 

of Eden Seminary, symbolizing our partnership with this school of the church.  Columbia UCC has a long 

history of partnership with Eden Seminary; we will continue to develop that partnership moving into the 

future of the church.   

CUCC Open and Affirming/Inclusion Covenant: 
 

Columbia United Church of Christ celebrates God’s boundless and unconditional love by intentionally 

welcoming and affirming all God’s children. 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey; 

No matter where you are on your faith journey; 

No matter your sexual orientation, gender expression or identity; 

No matter your race, culture, ethnicity, nationality or politics; 

No matter your age, ability, health, relationship status or family structure; 

No matter your social, economic, educational, legal or life circumstances; 

You are welcome here! 
 

Called by Jesus to be an Open and Affirming, inclusive faith community, Columbia United Church of Christ 

commits to welcoming everyone into the full life of our congregation. Our paths and voices may differ, but 

we journey in faith together.  



LODO HAPPENINGS 
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LODO students returned from Winter Break on January 3rd and jumped right back in to learning!  The 

weather has created late start, early release, and snow days – but we continue to work hard to remember our 

school rules and routines.  In January we learned through themes on New Year’s, Winter/Hibernation, Jonah 

and the Whale, Science, and Dental Health.   

 

KidSight visited LODO on January 16th and 17th to provide free vision screenings for our students.  KidSight 

is an invaluable service that detects vision concerns early.  Early detection allows parents to seek further 

consultation with an eye doctor, often resulting in the need for glasses.  It is amazing to see a little one’s face 

light up when they begin to see the world with clear vision and have the ability to truly see their learning 

environment!  If you would like to contribute to this non-profit organization, you can make a donation at 

www.kid-sight.org/give or drop a check in the LODO payment box in the Fellowship Hall made out to 

KidSight – I will take care of mailing any contributions to the program. 

 

February brings Valentine’s Day celebrations and Literacy Week.  We will also begin enrollment for current 

families for the 2019-2020 school year and a 2019 June Summer Program. 

 

In February, children will learn through the themes of Groundhog’s Day, Sports/Exercise, Valentine’s Day/

Love, Ruth & Naomi/Friendship, and Pete the Cat Books!  We can’t wait to see the fun activities and projects 

our teachers plan in their classes. 

 

2019-2020 Enrollment 

 

Enrollment for the 2019-2020 school year and Summer 2019 will begin for current families on Sunday 

February 24th.  New families may begin enrolling on Monday March 4th.  If you, or someone you know, is 

looking for a loving preschool for next year, please let them know that NOW is 

the time to tour and get registered.  They may contact Erika Maltsbarger at 

littleonesdayout@yahoo.com or at 573-445-2661. 

 

With love and laughter, 

Erika Maltsbarger, Director 

PARKING LOT SAFETY 
 

Please drive slowly in the parking lot.  Students and siblings can 

easily break away from adults in the parking lot.  Please be 

diligent in keeping children with you at drop-off and pick-up 

times.  Many concerned parents have noted students running 

back and forth, unattended, in the parking lot after school/at pick-

up.  Please remember that it is very difficult for those in vehicles 

to see children running in front of, between, and behind large 

vehicles.  We appreciate your diligence in keeping everyone safe at 

LODO. 

http://www.kid-sight.org/give
mailto:littleonesdayout@yahoo.com
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Camp MoVal Summer 2019 
 

Camp MoVal is the place to be this Summer!  The following camps and activities are happening at MoVal this summer, 

and you are invited to be part of the fun: 
 

April 26-28  Conference Women’s Event  All CUCC women are invited! 

May 24-27  Family Camp    A special time for families to enjoy camp 

June 2-7   Adventures in Community  Adults with Developmental Disabilities 

June 2-8   Counselors in Training   Ages 16 and up 

June 9-12  Beginners Camp   for those entering 1-3 grade in the fall 

June 12-15  Lower Junior Camp   for those entering 2-4 grade in the fall 

June 9-15   High School Outback Camp  a more rugged camp for High Schoolers 

June 16-22  Middle School Outback Camp  a more rugged camp for Middle School 

June 23-29  Upper Junior Camp   for those entering 4-6 grade in the fall 

July 7-13  High School Camp   for those entering 10-13 grade in the fall 

July 14-20  Middle School Camp   for those entering 7-9 grade in the fall 

July 26-29  Grandparents Camp   a special time for grandparents and their  

 grandchildren to enjoy camp together 
 

The registration materials for Camp MoVal Summer 2019 were mailed to former campers the first week in January, and 

to churches shortly after.  We will strive to have all our registrations returned to church by March 1, so they can be 

mailed to camp by the registration deadline.  Watch for more information and materials soon!     

Loaves N Fishes 
 

The January 21st meal at L&F consisted of chili mac (made 

with chili from a church luncheon), chicken & rice casserole 

(made from chicken & rice soup left from Festival of 

Sharing quilt auction), lettuce salad (donated by Patty 

Beeson) and a variety of desserts.  

THANK YOU so much to the servers/dishwashers… 

John & Brenda Muench, Donna Marsh, Larry Noxon, Marcy 

Wedemeyer, Darla Privitt and Patty Beeson. A special thank 

you to Jolene Hackman who took care of monitoring the 

front door. We served approximately 60 firsts and 54 

seconds and carry-outs.  

L&F is in need of door volunteers. This is someone who 

greets the guests as they arrive and monitors the guests 

while inside making sure they don't roam around upstairs. 

It would be from 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Currently, there is no 

one to work the door on Mondays, making that the biggest 

need. If you are available, you could volunteer for just one 

(or more) Monday(s) per month. If there is another day of 

the week that works better, a spot will be found for you.  

PLEASE consider volunteering, even just once a month. If 

you are interested in helping, please contact Audrey Lasley. 

January Food Bank News 
 

On January 8, eleven CUCC volunteers and 

several others packaged over 5,000 pounds of 

frozen chicken nuggets and cutlets while 

enjoying each other’s company. Many thanks to:  Keith 

Birkes, John and Mariann Bullerd, Anne Heine, Donna 

Marsh, John and Brenda Muench, Ember Piersee, Schari 

Schubert and Mahree Skala! The receiving families will 

appreciate this protein-rich food. Please mark your 

calendars for the next date, February 12 at 6:00 pm. 

Memorials Given in Memory of  
Dave Schroer 

Given By: 
 

Tim & Christine Staelens 
Fred & Shelley Brandenburg 

 

Memorials Given in Memory of  
Dorothy Kyger 

Given By: 
 

Walter & Carol Stoll 
James & Connie Loveless 

Charlie & Evenlyn Marcks 
Tim & Christine Staelens 

Dean & Jan Barry 
Stanley & Anne Manahan 

Fred & Shelley Brandenburg 

mailto:%09aklasley@centurytel.net
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Nurture and Education Team 

The RUBRIC for our Sunday School classes – 

Preschool through 8th Grade 
 

Nurture & Education, along with leadership from 

Pastor Rick, has developed a RUBRIC, noting what 

information each Sunday School class will cover at 

their grade level.  This has been designed to show 

that our Sunday School is providing intentional 

teaching. The RUBRIC is posted in each Sunday 

School classroom, Preschool-8th Grade.   This month 

we will share the items on the RUBRIC for the K-1st 

GRADE and 2ND GRADE Class: 

K-1-2 

• Memorize:  The Ten Commandments 

• Learn about Worship Elements (i.e stoles, 

banners, flowers) 

• Names in the Bible: Peter; Andrew, James; John; 

John the Baptizer; 

• Extra-Biblical Characters: Mohandas Gandhi; 

Mother Teresa 

• Bible Stories:  Jesus in the Temple; Jesus Blesses 

Children; Feeding 5000; Calming the Storm; 

Good Samaritan; Prodigal Son; Parable of Jesus’ 

Miracles 

• Christian Principles:  Pray; God Sent Jesus to 

Show us How to Live; Accepting of Diversity; 

Trust God; Do not Fear 

Confirmation Journeys 
 

As you read this, the Confirmation Journey of our 

newest Confirmation class is 1/3 over!  They have spent 

the past 13 weeks learning about who God is, who 

Jesus is, how Jesus can be both human and divine and 

why that is important, the importance of the stories of 

our traditions and living in community, and our 

mission as Christians in God’s world.   It has been quite 

a journey; and in the process, this group of eighth 

graders have come to know each other and have 

evolved into a team.   
 

Beginning February 13, the students will learn about 

why we worship, the church year, and other elements 

of worship. Then starting March 13, we will begin an 

intensive 6-week investigation on the Bible.  By Easter, 

our Bible adventures will have brought the students a 

whole new understanding of the Scriptures of our 

traditions.   
 

We meet most Wednesdays from 7:00-8:30. This year’s 

class includes Ember Piersee, Noah Braedehoft, Sophie 

Schupp, Andie Rapp and Ryan Schoeneberg.  They 

have all chosen to learn about God over ball games, 

dance practices, and other distractions in life that tend 

to keep us away from God.  Please keep them in your 

prayers as they continue this very special time in their 

lives!      

Valentine’s Day Bake Sale 
 

Sunday, February 10, 2019 

9:00 am – 10:30 am 

in the Gathering Area 
 

Please bring goodies to sell – Valentine treats, 

cookies, cupcakes, baked goods, snack mixes, etc 

– and buy some for you and the people you love. 

This fundraiser will benefit the CUCC Camp 

Scholarship Fund 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
Sunday, Feb 3, 2018 

 

N & E will be collecting donations following worship, 

with all funds collected going to The Food Bank. 

Souper Bowl of Caring helps young people across 

America develop a stronger connection to their 

communities by caring for their neighbors in 

need.  CUCC and our youth join this movement to 

transform Super Bowl weekend into the largest 

celebration of giving and serving. 

Reminder: 
 

The Church Administrator, April Rothweiler,  will be out on maternity leave starting sometime in February 
and continuing through March. The Church Office will be staffed with volunteers during those months.  
Please be gracious and kind to those who will be running the show while April is out. Show them your 

appreciation for giving their time so generously to our church. 
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Do You Like Food and Fellowship? 
 

On the fourth Thursday of each month (excluding the 

summer months of June and July) we get together for a 

Luncheon we like to call the CUCC Lunch Bunch 

(formerly known as the Senior Luncheon). This 

luncheon is open to EVERYONE!  
 

It happens at noon and is a potluck style meal, most 

times with a speaker who informs us of needs or events 

in the community.  
 

The next luncheon is scheduled for February 28. Come, 

bring a dish to share, enjoy a meal, great conversation, 

and listen to guest speaker, Austin, from Habitat for 

Humanity.  

NEW MEMBER DATABASE 
 

Our Church Office has a new database for membership and contributions!  Thank you to Doug Privitt who worked hard 

to enter the data into the new database for our CUCC members and friends.  
 

With our new database, we also have new mailing selections.  Starting this month, we are sending the Communicator to 

all of our CUCC members and friends.  If you currently receive the communicator via email, and wish to stop receiving 

a print edition in the mail, send an email to the church office and we will remove you from the Communicator print 

edition mailing list.  
 

However, mailed Communicators can also be used as an evangelism tool!  Once you have read it, pass it along to 

someone else to inform them about the great things your church is doing; or just leave it in a public place for someone to 

pick up.  You never know who might pick it up who might really need to read the Good News we offer!  God works in 

mysterious ways!  (You can also forward the emailed Communicator each month to friends!)  

        Lost and Found 
 

We have a lost and found drawer in the office. It is located 

in the island and labeled “Lost & Found.” 

Here are the current contents: 
 

• A small gold hoop earring with blue, pink, green, and 

orange bling 

• A stainless steel ring with “friends” stamped into it 

• A Life Factory travel mug covered in blue silicon 

sleeve 

• A black headband with a pink elastic section on it 

• A black t-shirt 

• A black belt 

• A lavender glasses case with cheater in it 
 

If any of these items are yours, you may claim them at the 

church office.  

Sunday Volunteer Schedule for February 
 

Below is the Sunday Volunteer Schedule for February. As you can see, we are in need of one spot to be filled, and 

other spots to be shared with new faces. Part of being in the church family is often expressed by sharing the roles 

that make all of our members and guests feel welcome.  
 

If you can fill the needed role or a role in the future, please let one of the leaders know. We appreciate you and 

we’re glad you have chosen CUCC as your church home! 

Date Greeters Ushers Worship Leaders Acolyte Sound Booth Hospitality 

02/03 Stefanie Zimny 

Audrey Lasley 

Brent Marcks 

Charlie Marcks 

Emmanuel Kibaro 

Kaden Lucas 

Abby Dennis 

 

Phil Dennis Sue Ann Schaefer 

Jo Ellen Grace 

02/10 Paula Wilson 

Pat Forward 

Doug & Judi Privitt Llona Weiss Riley Hayward Doug Privitt Judi Privitt 

02/17 John Muench 

Brenda Muench 

NEED Mahree Skala Riley Hayward John Graves Elaine Trout 

02/24 Bryan Crousore 

Carol Duermeyer 

Hugo Wilmsmeyer 

Doug Privitt 

Jim Loveless Riley Hayward Dennis 

Froeschner 

Brent Marcks 

The children and youth are helping Ronald McDonald House by bringing aluminum can tabs to CUCC.  

Adults can bring tabs too! Please put your tabs in the boxes in the gathering area. 
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Melel Xojobal- Our Mission Partner in Chiapas       by Pastor Rick 
 

Last month in the Communicator, we talked a bit about Melel Xojobal (“The True Light” in the Indigenous Tzotzil 

language), one of our four Global Ministries Mission Partners in Chiapas, Mexico.  Contrasting with INESIN, the Mission 

Partner we work with most often, Melel Xojobal, works specifically with children; specifically the children working on the 

streets of San Cristobal.   
 

During its first years, Melel Xojobal focused solely on educational programs with children living on the street. 

Subsequently, their work has transformed and expanded to contribute more effectively to the fulfillment of the rights of 

indigenous children, and other children and youth in situations of marginalization and social risk through participatory 

processes for the improvement of their quality of life.  
 

They work from a human rights approach that seeks to fundamentally change the conditions that exclude and marginalize 

indigenous children and youth. Their activities focus on the defense, exercise and promotion of five rights in various articles 

of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (ratified in 1989):  

 Health (ensuring the children of San Cristobal have access to adequate health care) 

 Education (enabling educational programs for children who must also work) 

 Protection against all forms of abuse (Emotional and psychological abuse are common factors in the lives of working 

children in San Cristobal.) 

 Decent working conditions (The Children of San Cristobal must work on the streets, selling textiles for their families to 

meet sustainable income levels; but there are ways to make this work more just on the children.) 

 Freedom of expression and association (empowering the children of San Cristobal to have a voice in their culture, 

upbringing and social structure) 
 

Institutionally, it has been identified that these five rights contain the main problems and situations of social exclusion of the 

indigenous children of Chiapas. Through examining these rights, opportunities for change and intervention become clear.  

Our Mission Partners at Melel Xojobal work diligently to uphold these rights for all the children of San Cristobal.   
 

As our Mission Partner, their work is made possible by our continued support of Our Church’s Wider Mission and One 

Great Hour of Sharing.  In March, Global Ministries missionary Cara McKinney, who worked directly with the children at 

Melel Xojobal, will be here to speak to us more about their work.  Look for more details in the March issue of the 

Communicator!      

Middle School/High School Mission Plans for 2019 
 

Our Middle and High School Students are already planning a busy summer!  We have mission trips, camp plans and other 

activities this summer.  Some of what we are doing include: 
 

Senior High Mission Trip July 21-25:  We will be traveling to Hiram, Ohio to work at Hiram Farm, a “sheltered workshop” 

for adults with autism and other developmental challenges.  We will work on several maintenance projects there, while 

learning and growing spiritually with the residents of Hiram Farm.   
 

Middle School Mission Trip June 9-12:  We will travel to St. Louis and work with Lydia’s House, Every Child’s Hope 

(ECH), Unleashing Potential (formerly Neighborhood Houses) and other service agencies to immerse ourselves in God’s 

loving community.   
 

High School Camp July 7-13:  At Camp MoVal, this camp is for anyone who is currently in High School, even graduating 

seniors!  A week of group building and intentional dynamics to learn about God and community, this week of faith 

formation is life-changing.  Make forever friends at camp this week   
 

Middle School Camp July 14-20:  At Camp MoVal, this camp is for students currently in Middle School.  Pastor Rick will be 

there this whole week, directing camp and leading students in formative faith development projects.  Plenty of games and 

fun activities make this the highlight of the summer for Middle School Youth.   
 

These activities all require funding.  The youth will be planning several fundraisers this spring to help fund their trips.  If 

you would like to help underwrite the cost of this mission activity, talk to Pastor Rick or Christine Staelens.    
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FIVE REASONS TO CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
by Jemar Tisby published 2/1/2013 in Urban Faith Magazine (edited for length)  

 
February 1st marks the beginning of Black History Month.  Each year U.S. residents set aside a few weeks to focus their 
historical hindsight on the particular contributions that people of African descent have made to this country.  While not 
everyone agrees Black History Month is a good thing, here are several reasons why I think it’s appropriate to celebrate this 
occasion. 
 
The History of Black History Month (BHM) 
First, let’s briefly recount the advent of Black History Month.  This event originally began as Negro History Week in 1926. It 
took place during the second week of February because it coincided with the birthdates of Frederick Douglass (February 
14) and Abraham Lincoln (February 12).  Harvard-trained historian, Carter G. Woodson, is credited with the creation of Negro 
History Week. 
In 1976, the bicentennial of the United States, President Gerald R. Ford (Republican) expanded the week into a full month.  He 
said the country needed to “seize the opportunity to honor the too-often neglected accomplishments of Black Americans in 
every area of endeavor throughout our history.” 
 
Objections to Black History Month 
Black History Month has been the subject of criticism from both Blacks and people of other races.  Some argue that it is unjust 
and unfair to devote an entire month to a single group.  Others contend that we should celebrate Black history throughout the 
entire year.  Setting aside only one month, they say, gives people license to neglect this history for the remaining eleven 
months. 
  
Despite the objections, though, I believe some good can come from devoting a season to remembering a people who have 
made priceless deposits into the account of our nation’s history.  Here are five reasons why we should celebrate Black History 
Month. 
  
Celebrating BHM Honors the Historic Leaders of the Black Community 
I have the privilege of living in Jackson, Mississippi; which is the site of many significant events in Black History.  I’ve 
heard Myrlie Evers, the wife of slain Civil Rights leader Medgar Evers, speak at local and state events.  It’s common to 
see James Meredith, the first African American student at Ole Miss, in local churches or at community events. 
Heroes like these and many more deserve honor for the sacrifice and suffering they endured for the sake of racial 
equality.  Celebrating Black History Month allows us to pause and remember their stories so that we can commemorate their 
achievements. 
  
Celebrating BHM Helps Us to Be Better Stewards of the Privileges We Have Gained  
Several years spent teaching middle school students impaled me with the reality that if we don’t tell the old, old stories of 
slavery and oppression the next generation, and we ourselves, will forget them.  It pained me to have to explain the 
significance of the Harlem Renaissance and the Tuskegee Airmen to children who had never learned of such events and the 
men and women who took part in them. 
 
To what would surely be the lament of many historic Black leaders, my students and so many others (including me) take for 
granted the rights that many people before them sweated, bled, and died to secure.   Apart from an awareness of the past we 
can never appreciate the blessings we enjoy in the present. 
  
Celebrating BHM Provides an Opportunity to Highlight the Best of Black Culture  
All too often only the most negative aspects of Black culture and communities get highlighted.  We hear about the poverty 
rates, incarceration rates, and high school dropout rates.  We are inundated with images of unruly athletes and raunchy reality 
TV stars as paradigms of success for Black people.  And we are daily subject to unfair stereotypes and assumptions from a 
culture that is, in some respects, still learning to accept us. 
  
Black History Month provides the chance to focus on different aspects of our narrative.  We can applaud Madam C.J. 
Walker as the first self-made female millionaire in the U.S.  We can let our eyes flit across the verses of poetry Phyllis 
Wheatley, the first Black American poet and first Black American female to publish a book.  And we can groove to soulful jazz 
and somber blues music composed by the likes of Miles Davis and Robert Johnson.  Black History Month spurs us to seek out 
and lift up the best in Black American accomplishments. 
 
 

(Continued on next page) 

https://urbanfaith.com/author/jemar-tisby/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_History_Month
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerald_Ford
http://www.usmarshals.gov/history/miss/02.htm
http://www.britannica.com/event/Harlem-Renaissance-American-literature-and-art
http://www.britannica.com/topic/Tuskegee-Airmen
http://www.madamewalker.net/
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2p12.html
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Young Adult Ministry Takes Off! 
 

A new College Age Ministry (now called “Young Adult” Ministry) has emerged at Columbia UCC, working with UCC 

students from Mizzou, Moberly, Columbia, and Stephens Colleges and our own CUCC students who may be attending 

other schools.  Pastor Rick, Kristy Odneal and Judi Privitt, along with others, have been working with these students, 

developing a bond that is uniting them in incredible ways.   
 

The ministry has two components:  a fellowship group that meets Thursday evenings in downtown Columbia from 8:00

-10:00pm at Kaldi’s Coffee House or The Heidelberg (sometimes at Starbucks); and a Sunday Morning Faith 

Development group that meets in the back of the Sanctuary each Sunday at 9:00am.   
 

These gatherings average 8-15 participants.  We have 35 Young Adults participating in our Facebook group and another 

15 who communicate by means other than Facebook.  This Spring, we will be talking about intentional mission work we 

can participate in, such as working at the Food Bank, Loaves and Fishes, Ronald McDonald House or going on a Mission 

Trip during Spring Break.  Keep this ministry in your prayers!   

Youth Groups Summer Schedule 2019 
The CUCC Middle High and High School Youth Ministry Team has put together an ambitious year of programming for 

our MS/HS crowd!  Our objective, as we put together our schedule, was to have at least one Middle School event each 

month, one High School event, and one combined event. 
 

This has been a great year so far!  We have had great youth participation in all our programming, and our groups are 

coming together, growing closer as family. The next few months we have the following events scheduled:  
 

February 

HS  February 1        5:00                              Shakespeare’s and HHS Play 

HS  February 16-18   10:00am-Noon           Conference Youth Event (8 youth going) 

HS/MS  February 23      10:00-2:00                   Fund Raising Meal at Church 

MS   February 24      4:00-7:00pm               Trip to Lazer Lanes; pizza and bowling 
 

March 

HS/MS  Sundays                                                Sell t-shirts after church 

MS                    March 3             2:00-5:00                   Prepare Meal at RMD House (rescheduled) 

HS   March 17           12:00-3:00                 Lunch at Cosmo Park & Scavenger Hunt 

HS/MS              March 22 & 23       5-7, 10-1                  Fund Raising Meals at Church 

Continued from page 13 
Celebrating Black History Month Creates Awareness for All People 
I recall my 8th grade history textbook where little more than a page was devoted to the Civil Rights Movement.  I remember 
my shock as a Christian to learn about the formation of the African Methodist Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church because in all my 
years in churches and Christian schools no one had ever mentioned it. 
 

Unfortunately, it seems that, apart from intentional effort, Black history is often lost in the mists of time.  When we observe 
Black History Month we give citizens of all races the opportunity to learn about a past and a people of which they may have 
little awareness. 
 

Celebrating Black History Month Reminds Us All that Black History Is Our History  
It pains me to see people overlooking Black History Month because Black history—just like Latino, Asian, European, and 
American Indian history—belongs to all of us. Black and White, men and women, young and old.  The impact Black Americans 
have made on this country is part of our collective consciousness.  Contemplating Black history draws people of every race into 
the grand and diverse story of this nation. 
 

Why Christians Should Celebrate Black History Month 
As a believer, I see racial and ethnic diversity as an expression of God’s manifold beauty.  No single race or its culture can 
comprehensively display the infinite glory of God’s image, so God gave us our differences to help us appreciate God’s 
splendor from various perspectives. 
 

God’s common and special grace even work themselves out in the providential movement of a particular race’s culture and 
history.  We can look back on the brightest and darkest moments of our past and see God at work.   

http://static1.squarespace.com/static/53189f41e4b0ee73efed7b5a/t/533ea67ce4b05289c3da94dc/1396614780413/What_Is_Common_Grace.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_grace
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Columbia United Church of Christ 
Mission Statement 

 

CUCC celebrates God’s boundless love by:   
Welcoming all God’s Children; 

Nurturing Faith and Spiritual Growth; 
Challenging and inspiring everyone                          

with vibrant worship; 
Building a supportive church family; 

Transforming both the congregation and community  
through service and outreach 

Interested in Church  
Membership? 

 

If so, please contact  
Rev. Rick Oberle  

for further information 
 

rick@columbiaucc.com 

“I give you a New Commandment, 
that you love one another. Just as I 

have loved you, you should also 

love one another.”     John 13:34-35 


