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From the Pastorôs Keyboard     
          
                 ñThe Lordôs Prayerò 
 

During the month of July, we will be looking at various ways Jesus encouraged his disciples to encourage 
his disciples to focus on God and put the ways of the world behind them.  On July 7, we will look at the 
ways the early church leaders were called, by Jesus and then by Paul, to sow seeds of Peace in contrast to 
the war-like ways of the world.  On July 14, Jesus tells a parable encouraging a lawyer to defy the law and 
instead love his neighbor, no matter who that neighbor is.  On July 21, we will look at Jesusô interaction 
with Mary and Martha and his challenge to focus on what truly matters in life.   
 

Then, on July 28, we will hear Jesus instruct his disciples on how to pray.  He introduces them, in Luke 11 
and Matthew 6, to the prayer that we now call the Lordôs Prayer.  In this section, Jesus is not fixated on 
words, he is  focusing on instructing his disciples in a way to develop a relationship with God, 
communicating with God, not for Godôs sake, but for the sake of the community.  This prayer is an 
exercise in community development among the early disciples, as well as an exercise in communal 
development with God.   
 

Many do not realize that this prayer has a very Jewish structure.  It consists of an introduction, seven 
petitions and a Doxology (ñfor thine is theé) although the doxology is not in Lukeôs Gospel and was 
added to Matthewôs Gospel at a later date.  The introduction and seven petitions have several parallels in 
the books of Ezekiel, Isaiah, Obadiah, 1 Samuel and Proverbs; as well as reflection in several Jewish 
prayers and the Kaddish.  So, while the instruction to pray was an important wisdom lesson, the structure 
of the prayer was not original; it had its basis in Jewish tradition. 
 

Over the years, translations and adaptations of the prayer have brought new life and insight into 
communities around the world.  Adapting ñsinsò into ñdebtsò or ñtrespasses,ò adding on the ending 
doxology (ñfor thine is theéò), and eliminating masculine references (ñFatherò becomes ñCreatorò) or 
defunct language (changing ñthineò to ñYourò and ñwhichò to ñwhoò) are all ways communities of faith 
have made this exercise in community and communion applicable to their context while still reflective of 
communal traditions. 
 

The Lordôs Prayer is a tool to get closer to God, not a god itself.  As a tool that Jesus advocated, it will 
always change and adapt to the context in which it is used, even as it is reflective of the traditions that 
inspired it.  What matters is not the words, but the WORD; the Wisdom that Jesus shared about 
communing with God in ways that are authentic and attuned to Godôs ever-present love.  Be here in 
church on July 28 when we talk more about the Lordôs Prayer and examine the Wisdom we receive when 
we pray.    

                    -Pastor Rick               
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Sunday Worship Schedule  

 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

9:00 a.m. -  Coffee and Fellowship 
 

9:30 a.m. -  Worship in Sanctuary 
 
 

 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday 

9 a.m.- 3 p.m. 
 

Phone: 
(573)-445-7931 

 
Email: 

office@columbiaucc.com 

LOTS OF ITEMS UP FOR GRABS 
Lloyd has cleaned house! There are surplus items from shelves to CDôs to 
carpeting, etc. These items are in the Fellowship Hall, waiting to be claimed.  

 

Come shop the CUCC Fellowship Hall ñsaleò today! 
No donation too small. 

Silent (Quilt) Auction 
 

This vintage quilt top was hand-pieced 
by staunch New Englanders, then hand-
quilted by our CUCC quilters.  

 

Donated by Corinne Remeika, the quilt 
has been on display outside of the 
Sanctuary, along with bidding sheets. 
Bidding ended on June 30. The highest 

bid will be announced soon! 

Collecting Recipes for the  
50th Anniversary Cookbook 

 

 If you have a recipe youôd like shared in the cookbook, 
please submit it in the pot outside the sanctuary labeled 
ñRecipes,ò or e-mail your recipe to the church office at  

office@columbiaucc.com by July 31. 

Save the DateðSunday, September 22 
 

We will be celebrating the 50th Anniversary of  
CUCC at this location! 

 

If you have stories or memories youôd like to share, please send your 
thoughts to the church office no later than July 31. 

 

Unique CUCC experience 
Saturday, September 21, 2019  

 

Keep your calendar clear for the first CUCC-MU  

tailgate party!  
 

We will begin the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the church  
structure Saturday afternoon. 

 

This event will take place either before or after the MU-University of South 
Carolina ball game. Watch this space for specific times depending upon the 

football schedule. 
 

50th Anniversary Catered Dinner 
Sunday, September 22 

Following Worship Service 

mailto:office@columbiaucc.com
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CUCC Open and Affirming/Inclusion Covenant: 
 

Columbia United Church of Christ celebrates Godôs boundless and unconditional 
love by intentionally welcoming and affirming all Godôs children. 
 
No matter who you are or where you are on lifeôs journey; 
No matter where you are on your faith journey; 
No matter your sexual orientation, gender expression or identity; 
No matter your race, culture, ethnicity, nationality or politics; 
No matter your age, ability, health, relationship status or family structure; 
No matter your social, economic, educational, legal or life circumstances; 
You are welcome here! 

 
Called by Jesus to be an Open and Affirming, inclusive faith community, Columbia United Church of Christ 
commits to welcoming everyone into the full life of our congregation. Our paths and voices may differ, but we 
journey in faith together.  

Dear Columbia UCC, 
 
Thank you for your generous donation and your continued faithful support 
of this ministry. Your gift will help 17 people around the world with 
mobility.  
 
In 2012 and 2014, full shipments were sent to Rev. 
Georgian Ugah, National Coordinator for 
Assemblies of God NSSM, with the help of the US 
Navy. In April, we sent another full load (212 
Cartsð162 Large, 30 Small, 20 Pull) to Nigeria 
through MedShare in GA.  
 
With our support this year, more will be given a 
new life in their communities. We look forward to 
your continued partnership in 2019 as we 
celebrate our 25th Anniversary year! 
 
Lives bloom through Mobility Carts, 
Karen Stohlgren, Volunteer 

Dear friends,  
 
On behalf of the students and 
faculty of Eden Theological 
Seminary, it is my pleasure to 
acknowledge your gift 
representing the May 
benevolence. 
 
Please do know how much your 
support of Eden means to us! 
Churches are at the core of our 
culture and faith, and we 
appreciate the work you do. 
More than anyone, you know 
how important it is to prepare 
the next generation of ministers 
and leaders, so we are especially 
grateful for your help in 
maintaining Eden as an 
ecumenical center for the 
progressive Christian movement. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Rhonda Lally,  
Development Coordinator 



The Communicator - July  2019   -  page 4  

Greetings from the newly formed Inclusion Team!  
 

Our current members include: Lindsey Oberle, Ally Jaberg, Lena Muench, Isaiah Jackson-Post, Claire 
Kespohl, Tricia Price (elected Secretary), Steve Keithahn, Elaine Trout, Pastor Rick, James Melton as Counsel 
representative, and myself.  
 

We will be prayerfully building a network with the congregation and 
ministry teams to fully realize our commitment to be completely open 
and affirming to all Godôs children. 
 

Several items under discussion include: 
§ Participation in Pridefest August 24 
§ Celebrating Open and Affirming Sunday June 30th 
§ Observe calendar events such as Black History Month and Mental Health Awareness Month, etc. 
§ Host more educational activities that encourage strength in diversity 
§ Identify and implement ways to publicly declare our welcome to all who wish to join us in worshiping the 
living God. 

 

If you have suggestions, questions or comments, please contact one of the team members.  
 

Respectfully submitted by Alisa Lau-Sieckman, elected Inclusion Team Chair 

Moderatorôs Moment 
 

Summer has arrived at CUCC.  Vacations are in full swing for many families.  The heat and humidity will 
soon be unbearable (or so it seems!). Worship service time is now 9:30 a.m., and Sunday School is on break.  
You would assume that things are pretty slow at church.  But that is not the case. Your Church Council and its 
ministry team leaders continue to take care of the churchôs needs and plan activities and programs.  The 
Nurture and Education Team, led by Pat Forward, will have a Root Beer Float sale on July 21 to raise funds 
for our camp scholarship program.  They will host our Vacation Bible School beginning July 28.  Pastor Rick 
and Lauren Helmreich will be transporting our high school youth on their summer Mission Trip to Ohio 
beginning July 21.  There will be a parents meeting for all youth on August 21 to plan the school yearôs 
activities and to engage in a conversation about commitments to the youth programs.  There will also be Safe 
Church Training on August 25 for all church youth teachers, staff and church leaders.  So, if you think Nurture 
and Education is taking the summer off, donôt tell that to Pat Forward and her team members!  What a great 
job they are doing! 
 

Our Inclusion Team, now chaired by Alisa Lau-Sieckman, has been meeting to organize with their new team 
members to plot the churchôs path to living into our Open and Affirming ministry.  At the June meeting of the 
Conference Annual Gathering here in Columbia, CUCC was recognized as one of the newest ONA churches 
in the Missouri Mid-South Conference.  The team is planning to have a presence at the August Pride Fest in 
Columbia. 
 

Pastor Rick leads inspiring services every Sunday morning.  If you missed and want to hear his weekly 
sermon, just go to CUCCôs website or on our Facebook page and you wonôt miss a word.  By the way, be sure 
to like and share the posts on Facebook so your friends and followers can discover whatôs great about our 
church! 
 

The word is getting out about CUCC!  If you notice new faces on Sunday morning, please go and introduce 
yourself and welcome them.  Remember, we welcome and affirm all of Godôs children.  God created you in 
Godôs image, and we welcome you just as God created you! Our paths and voices may differ, but we journey 
in faith together.  
 
In faith, 
John Graves 
john@downtownappliance.com  
573-999-2087 

mailto:john@downtownappliance.com
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From the Finance and Stewardship Team 

Why do we give our time, talents, and treasures to the church? 
When Evelyn and I and our three boys joined the church in 1975, we immediately 
enjoyed a common bond with a loving and caring congregation. Because of the strong 
youth program and need for the many special work projects of a new church building 
and outdoor shelter area, it was easy to become involved with lives of the people of the 
church and church activities. I consider myself a worker rather than a leader and have 
enjoyed being involved with Building and Grounds activities of the church, local 
mission projects, as well as being active in Menôs Fellowship.  
 
Beside the normal operating costs of the church, our church budget provides numerous 
opportunities for local mission projects, as well as a growing youth and young adult program.  
 
The love, support, and fellowship shared with the church family has been very important to our life. We are 
glad to be a part of the mission of the church.  
 
Charlie Marcks 

      
  TREASURERôS REPORT 
    Doug Privitt, Recording Treasurer  

 

 

 

Date Attendance Actual Budget 

06/02/19 137 $2,604.00 $6,572.13 

06/09/19 106 $5,181.01 $6,572.13 

06/16/19 88 $4,568.00 $6,572.13 

06/23/19 98 $1,993.50 $6,572.13 

 
Financial Update 

 Actual Budget Over/
(Under) 

May Income $23,718.99 $26,288.53 ($2,569.54) 

YTD $130,889.41 $124,770.88 $6,118.53 

May Expenses $30,122.27 $26,715.56 $3,406.71 

YTD $127,226.97 $127,145.30 $81.67 

YTD Income $130,889.41 $124,770.88 $6,118.53 

YTD Expenses $127,226.97 $127,145.30 $81.67 

Surplus/(Deficit) $3,662.44 ($2,374.42) $6,118.53 

May Attendance  502   

CUCC NOW HAS ONLINE GIVING!  
 

You can now give online to Columbia United Church of Christ  
through our online giving partner, Kindrid!  There are several ways to make a  

one time or recurring gift through Kindrid:  
 

1. click on this link:  https://www.kindridgiving.com/app/giving/cucc  
(or type it into your web browser)  

 

2. Access the Kindrid giving site through our CUCC website:  www.columbiaucc.com  
and click on the ñDonate to CUCCò button. 

 

3. Text ñGIVEò to 573.240.4041 and follow the directions on the text you receive back  
to set up your one time or recurring gift.    

 

Give it a try!  Text ñGIVEò to 573.240.4041 and check it out! 

FINANCE and STEWARDSHIP  

http://www.kindridgiving.com/app/giving/cucc
http://www.columbiaucc.com
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Our summer friends had an amazing time during our June summer program!  We laughed, we played, 
we learned!!  We still have a few spaces remaining in our classes for 2019-2020.  Please help spread 
the word and direct interested families to our website at www.columbiaucc.com/lodohome. 
 
LODO has employment opportunities available for the 2019-2020 school year.  Learn more about our 
Preschool Aide and Afternoon Preschool Aide positions on our website or visit: https://
drive.google.com/file/d/1nf3rg5fO7i0JNA1Wh_Oo1AzQdq1cQIyJ/view?usp=sharing 
 
Little Oneôs Day Out is now on Instagram and Twitter!  We hope you will follow us on social media! 
 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/littleonesdayout/ 
 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/LittleOnesDayO1 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

LittleOnesDayOutPreschool 

 
With love and laughter, 
Erika Maltsbarger 

 

August 15  LODO staff returns for  
  planning/staff meeting 

 
August 22 LODO Back to School Night  
  and meet the teacher 5:30-7:30  
 
August 26 First Day of LODOðstudents 
  return  

Happy 4th of July!  

http://www.columbiaucc.com/lodohome
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nf3rg5fO7i0JNA1Wh_Oo1AzQdq1cQIyJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nf3rg5fO7i0JNA1Wh_Oo1AzQdq1cQIyJ/view?usp=sharing


OUTREACH and ADVOCACY MINISTRY  
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Loaves N Fishes 
 
 

The June 17th  meal at L&F consisted of chicken, 
broccoli and noodle casserole, chili mac, fried 
chicken (leftover from church luncheon), corn, salad 
and brownies. The brownies were donated from Bob 
Murphy, Brenda Muench, Brenda Schupp, Jane 
Duncan, Lorry Dreier, Mariann Bullerd, Christine 
Staelens, Elaine Trout, Connie Loveless and Jolene 
Kirchhoff. Hope I didn't overlook anyone!  
 

The salad was donated from Patty Beeson. Servers/
dishwashers were Bob Murphy, David Martin, John 
& Brenda Muench, Patty Beeson and two of her 
students, Bahati and Albertine. We served 
approximately 55 firsts and 63 seconds and carry 
outs. Thanks so much to everyone!  

Christmas in JulyðHelp Meet the Needs of UCC Employees and Retirees 
 

Many people who serve the church do so with great love but small financial compensation. This is especially 
true of retired clergy and their spouses. The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency 
Fund is a Special Mission Offering that congregations have been supporting for over 100 years.  The offering 
is administered through the United Church Board for Ministerial Assistance, the charitable arm of the Pension 
Boards.   
 

Funds from this offering provide direct financial support to those who serve the church and are facing 
financial difficulties.  Active and retired clergy, lay employees, and their surviving spouses may be eligible for 
the Supplementation of Small Annuities, Supplementation of Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, and/or 
Christmas ñThank Youò Gift Checks. 
 

Please give generously to the Christmas Fund Special Offering on July 28. 

Back to School CollectionðJuly 7-21 
 

It seems like we just finish one school year when we 
need to start preparing for the next.  Do you 
remember having those new crayons with sharp 
points?  The smell of a new backpack?  Those pink 
erasers, and more?  Well, now is your chance to 
make a difference in some school childôs experience 
by donating to Voluntary Action Centerôs ñBoone 
County Back to School Health Fair.ò   
 

Columbia UCC will be collecting school supply 
items in the Gathering Area in a shopping cart 
between July 7-21, 2019.  Please consider giving 
generously, because we have so many children in 
need in all our schools.   
 

If you can fill a backpack, that is terrific!  If you can 
donate some notebooks and pencils, that is 
wonderful!  If you can purchase and donate glue 
sticks, markers, and paper, that is great!  
 

We want our students to start the next school year 
with the resources they need to learn. Thank you for 
your consideration and generosity.  Working as a 
substitute in the Columbia Public Schools, I have 
seen the need, and it is great!  Thank you! 
 

Llona Weiss 
CUCC Outreach Committee 


