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Columbia United Church of Christ

CUCC Open and Affirming/Inclusion Covenant:

Columbia United Church of Christ celebrates God’s boundless and
unconditional love by intentionally welcoming and affirming all God’s
children.

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey;

No matter where you are on your faith journey;

No matter your sexual orientation, gender expression, or identity;
No matter your race, culture, ethnicity, nationality, or politics;
No matter your age, ability, health, relationship status, or family
structure;

No matter your social, economic, educational, legal, or life
circumstances;

You are welcome here!

Called by Jesus to be an Open and Affirming, inclusive faith community,
Columbia United Church of Christ commits to welcoming everyone into the
full life of our congregation. Our paths and voices may differ, but we
journey in faith together.
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“indicates that all are invited to stand, if comfortably able

“Restore us, God!
Make Your face shine, so we may be saved!” -Psalm 80:3

Welcome and Greetings Pastor Rick

Prelude “Still, Still, Still” Austrian Carol
Connie Loveless & Jo Ellen Grace, piano

Carrying in the Light of Christ

*Call to Worship (based on Psalm 80) Confirmation Class

Leader: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel;
Stir up Your might and come to save us!

Cherubim: Restore us, O God!
Seraphim: Let Your face shine, that we may be saved!

Leader: You brought a vine out of Egypt.
You drove out the nations and planted it.

Cherubim:  Turn again, O God of hosts!
Look and see Your people!

Seraphim: Have regard for this vine
that Your hand has planted!
Leader: We will never turn back from You.

Give us life, and we will call upon Your name!
Cherubim. Restore us, O God!

Seraphim: Let Your face shine, that we may be saved!

All: Come, let us worship God!
*Hymn “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” #43
*Opening Prayer Confirmation Class

God of love; we hear the stories of our traditions and ponder the
idea of Your Incarnation in our midst. What sort of love is this?
Is it a love that can drive away fear, doubt, and despair? Forgive
us for the times we let fear take the place of Your love. Open our
hearts that we may receive Love Incarnate this Advent Season.
In Jesus’ name we pray; Amen.



* Assurance of Blessing Pastor Rick

God sent God’s son to share Wisdom with us, offering us Hope,
Peace, Love and Joy. But even when we forget these gifts, God still
loves us and forgives us. Through our repentance and God’s grace we
are forgiven, beloved and blessed. Praise be to God!

*Prayer Response  “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”

Turn your eyes upon Jesus;
Look full in his wonderful face!
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of his glory and grace!
*Sharing God’s Gift of Peace
May God’s Peace be with you!

And also with you!

Children’s Time & Lighting the Advent Candle Pastor Rick

“Like A Child”
(Sung as children return to their seats)

Like a child love would send to reveal and to mend,
Like a child and a friend, Jesus comes!

Like a child we may find claiming heart, soul, and mind,
Like a child, strong and kind, Jesus comes!

Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 54:4-10 Confirmation Class

The authors of the book of Isaiah write about the possibilities of living lives
free of fear and shame when we embraced God’s love. They are writing
about the possible restoration of Israel if the people would just follow God'’s
ways and embrace God’s love. Page # 597

Gospel Lesson Matthew 1:18-23 Confirmation Class

The traditional nativity story by the author of the Gospel attributed to
Matthew tells us of Jesus’ birth, and the acknowledgement that he is the
personification of God’s presence in their midst. They name him,
“Emmanuel” which means, “God is with us.” Page # 783

Anthem “Somewhere in My Memory” Confirmation Class
John Williams

Sermon “The Name of Jesus” Pastor Rick

*Hymn “One Candle is Lit” (insert)



*Litany of Love for Advent [V Pastor Rick
Written by Fran Pratt

Creator God, we have celebrated the hope, peace, and joy that come
from You. Now we celebrate Love, which is from You, and is Your
very nature.

You formed the universe out of the void, and breathed life into
Your creatures, all because of Your great love. In You, we live
and move and have our being. We exist because of Your love.

Humanity rejected You. But because of Your love, You made a way
to restore us to relationship with Yourself.

Love made a way. That love is Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ, Immanuel, God-Is-With-Us. Born of a humble girl in a
meager stable, laid in a manger, Jesus entered the world in humility
and compassion. Through Jesus, You lived, taught, and shared our
common lot; all for love. Your Steadfast Love has conquered death.

May we live by the example of self-sacrificing love You have set.
Love that is patient, love that is kind.

Love that does not envy, does not boast, and is not proud.

Love that does not dishonor others.

Love that is not self-seeking.

Love that is not easily angered, and keeps no record of wrongs.

Love that does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.
Love that always protects, always trusts, always hopes.
Love that always perseveres and never fails.

May our hearts be illuminated with the light of Your Love.
May we share Your love wherever we go.

In the name of Jesus, we offer our Love to You. Amen.
Community Prayer & Silent Prayer

The LorD’s Prayer

In an effort to encourage inclusion, we suggest using “Creator God” in
our recitation of The Lord’s Prayer. You are welcome to say “Our
Father” or “Our Mother” instead of “Creator,” “Trespasses” instead
of “debts,” or “Thy” instead of “Your,” if you prefer.

Creator God in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your
kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory forever. Amen.



*Hymn “There’s a Song in the Air” (insert)

Sharing our Announcements of Community Life Pastor Rick

Invitation to the Offering

To give online text “GIVE” to 573.240.4041
You can also give online by visiting our website:
www.columbiaucc.com

Offertory Gina Pierson

*Prayer of Dedication Confirmation Class

God, we give these gifts to share the love that You have given
us with all the world. Take them and use these expressions of
our love to show others Your love. With these gifts, we love
You back; by loving your children. Amen.

*Benediction Pastor Rick

*Response “Let There be Peace on Earth”

Let there be Peace on Earth and Let it Begin with me!
Let there be Peace on Earth; the Peace that was meant to be!
With God our Creator, Children all are we!

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony!

Let Peace begin with me; let this be the moment now!
With every step I take let this be my solemn vow:
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally!
Let there be Peace on Earth; and let it begin with me!

Postlude Gina Pierson

CUCC celebrates God’s boundless love by:
Welcoming all God’s Children;

Nurturing Faith and Spiritual Growth;
Challenging and inspiring everyone with vibrant worship;
Building a supportive church family;
Transforming both the congregation and community
through service and outreach

All music photocopied in the bulletin and reproduced on the
video screen is done so using onelicense.net: License #A4-727757



Columbia United Church of Christ

3201 1-70 Drive NW; Columbia, MO 65202
Phone: 573-445-7931 Pastor’s cell: 573.241.2027
Website: www.columbiaucc.com

Pastor: Rev. Richard Oberle rick@columbiaucc.com

Admin. Assistant: Alexandra Roper  office@columbiaucc.com

Moderator: Jerry Kiesling rollzierp50@gmail.com

Music Coordinator: Mike Pierson mike.pierson.1969@gmail.com

Organist/Accompanist:

LODO Director: Sara Koenig lodo.sara.koenig@gmail.com

Custodian: Caleb Berry calebprenticeberry@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Fred Brandenburg

TODAY IN WORSHIP:

Worship Leader: Confirmation Class

Song Leader: Mike Pierson

Ushers: Pat Forward & Mahree Skala

Greeters: Carol Duermeyer Online Givin

Technology: Carissa Graves & John Graves &

Council Stewards:  Jerry Kiesling & Mahree Skala

NEXT SUNDAY IN WORSHIP:

Worship Leader: Mahree Skala

Song Leader: Mike Pierson

Ushers: Corinne & Joe Remeika

Greeters: Judi Privitt

Technology: Doug & Judi Privitt

Council Stewards:  Kristin Veteto

COLUMBIA UCC CHURCH COUNCIL

Moderator: Jerry Kiesling  rollzierp50@gmail.com

Vice Moderator: Corinne Remeika remeikas@tranquility.net

Secretary: Alethea Tennill atennilll08@gmail.com

Treasurer: Deborah Birkes  dlong@elon.edu.com

Recording Treasurer: Christine Staelens tigersfour@gmail.com

Building & Grounds: Ted Dachroeden gpadoc4gd@gmail.com
Fellowship & Hospitality: Mary Lorber eldercow(@gmail.com
Finance & Stewardship: Vacant

Inclusion & Affirmation: Ashley Ramirez ashknight0628@gmail.com
Little One’s Day Out: Kristin Veteto  kristinnoelveteto@gmail.com
Membership & Care: Judi Privitt judiprivitt811@gmail.com
Nurture & Education: Lena Muench cfg323@yahoo.com
Outreach & Advocacy: Mahree Skala skalamahree@yahoo.com
Worship & Music: Edie Diel edie@thedandegroup.com
Pastor: Rev. Rick Oberle rick@columbiaucc.com



NURSERY_ CARE is available for children in kindergarten and younger in
room #201 in the educational wing. If you need help finding it, ask an usher!

EAT WITH EIGHT - FUN AND FELLOWSHIP IN 2026!

Sign ups have begun for “Eat with Eight,” our ongoing fellowship event in the
New Year! All you have to do is sign up; you will be put into groups of 7-9
people for dinner/lunch parties once a month January-April. You will meet a
different group of people each month! Sign up today in the rear of the
Sanctuary or email Alexandra in the church office.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES - 12/24

Christmas Eve services this year will be at 7:00 & 10:00 p.m. Both services
will feature communion and “Silent Night” sung by candlelight. Come join us
to celebrate the joy of our Savior’s birth!

EPIPHANY - STAR SUNDAY 1/4/2026

As we remember the gifts the Magi brought on Epiphany, bring your own gifts
to Jesus. We will be collecting hygiene items to leave at the foot of the manger.
Please bring soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, and other hygiene items
as your gifts; we will distribute them to the agencies we support.

TEAM EARTH LUNCH & LEARN - 1/11/2026

Plan now to stay for our Team Earth Lunch & Learn! Rev. Mike Williams will
continue the study he began in November focusing on our scriptural mandate
towards Creation Care, and we will have the latest Solar updates to discuss. For
more information, talk to Mahree Skala or Rev. Mike Williams.

CHILI COOKOFF - 1/18/2026

Dust off your Chili pot and get ready to enter our annual Chili cookoff! There
will be a sign up sheet in the rear of the Sanctuary for contestants, and we will
be looking for judges! Everyone is invited to bring a dessert as well. For more
information, talk to Doug Privitt or Brent Marcks.

SAVE THE DATES 2026

Fastnacht—2/17/26

Ash Wednesday Worship/Lent begins— 2/18/26
Habitat for Humanity Pancake Breakfast 2/28/26

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR

Sun  12/21 Bible Study & Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship 10:00 a.m.
Worship (in person and livestream) 10:30 a.m.

Tue 12/23  Quilters 10:00 a.m.

Wed 12/24 Worship 7:00 p.m.
Worship 10:00 p.m.

Thu  12/25 Church Office Closed

Sun 12/28  Christmas Carol Hymn Sing
Bible Study 9:00 a.m.
Fellowship 10:00 a.m.
Worship (in person and livestream) 10:30 a.m.



Columbia UCC Prayer List

Please keep in your prayers this week . . .

The family of Ann Wilke... on their loss (Alethea’s Mother)
Rev. Jim Elliott... in his final days, on hospice care
Cliff Beckman... recovering well at Columbia Post Acute
Karleen Martindale. .. health issues (Kasper’s Mother)
Pam & Jim Kabhler... health issues and challenges (Lyn Eggemeyer’s friends)
Phillip Neale’s Niece... awaiting liver transplant

Students and staff at Alpha Hart Lewis Elementary . . . our Partner in Education
Recipients of our VAC Christmas donations
Owen Ramsingh and family
Our Search for an organist/accompanist here at CUCC

Health Issues:
Harold Hackman, Barry Kirchhoff, Glenn Duermeyer,

Julie Roper (Alexandra’s Mother), Ronald Remika (Joe Remika’s Brother),
Mark & Connie Fairley, Cody Kile, Dr. Ryan Link; Peri Ann Gulerson;
Jim Posz (Allen’s Father), Claudia Hutcherson (Ron Tennill’s Sister),
Fred & Ann Wilke (Alethea’s Parents), Julia Marsh (Donna Marsh’s Daughter),
Martha (friend of the Veteto family), Ken (Adam Veteto’s Cousin);
Linda Hancik and Beverly Wilcox (Corinne Remeika’s friends)

Challenges in Life:
Sheila, The Koerkenmeier & Malicoat Families, Kieran Armstrong

Living in Care Facilities:
Gary Ehrhardt, Vernie Blank, Harold Hackman
Living in Independent Living Facilities:
Don Privitt, Cliff & Sue Beckman, Linda Evans, Walter & Patty Schroeder
Serving us in the military:
Christopher Tennill, Dane Wilson, Aaron Dachroeden

If you are interested in joining our Prayer Team or have a prayer request
for our team to lift up please contact

Melba Shaffer (573) 474-2997 melbamaes@gmail.com
Or Tricia Soncasie (314) 374-7477 tsoncasie@aol.com



mailto:tsoncasie@aol.com

Issaiah 54:4-10

4 Do not fear, for you will not be ashamed; do not be discouraged, for you will not
suffer disgrace, for you will forget the shame of your youth, and the disgrace of your
widowhood you will remember no more.

5 For your Maker is your husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; the Holy One of
Israel is your Redeemer; the God of the whole earth he is called.

6 For the LORD has called you like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit, like the wife
of a man’s youth when she is cast off, says your God.

7 For a brief moment I abandoned you, but with great compassion I will gather you.

8 In overflowing wrath for a moment I hid my face from you, but with everlasting love
I will have compassion on you, says the LORD, your Redeemer.

o This is like the days of Noah to me: Just as I swore that the waters of Noah would
never again go over the earth, so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you and
will not rebuke you.

10 For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall
not depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed, says the LORD,
who has compassion on you.

Matthew 1:18-23

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be
pregnant from the Holy Spirit.

19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public
disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly.

20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for
the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.

21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins.”

22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall
name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”



JESUS CHRIST

43 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Mal. 3:1; 2 Cor. 3:18; 5:17; Eph. 5:27 Charles Wesley, 1747; alt.
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1 Love di-vine, all loves ex - cel-ling, joy of heaven,on earth be found,
2 Breathe, O breathe your lov -ing Spir-it in - to ev - ery trou-bled breast;
3 Come, al-might -y to de-liv-er, let us all your life re - ceive;
4 Fin - ish, then, your new cre - a-tion; pure and spot - less may we prove;
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Fix in us a hum-ble dwell-ing, all yourfaith-ful mer - cies crown;
Let us all in you in - her - it, let us find your prom-ised rest;
Sud-den-ly re - turn, and ne - ver, ne-ver-moreyour tem - ples leave.
Let us see your great sal - va-tion per-fect-ly re - storedin you;
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Je - sus,you are all com pas-sion; pure, un-bound-ed love im - part.
Take a-way our loveof sin-ning; Al-phaand O - me-ga be;
You  we wouldbe al - ways bless-ing, love you as your an-gels love,
Changed fromglo - ry in-to  glo-ry, till inheavenwe take our place,

-

Vis - it us with your sal - va-tion, en - ter ev-ery trem - bling heart.
End  of faith, as its be - gin-ning, set ourheartsat 1lib - er - ty.

Pray and praise for your un - fail-ing, wound-ed arms out-stretched a - bove.
Crowned as saints, we ev-er shallbe lost in won-der, love, and praise.

This hymn is said to have been suggested by a “Song of Venus” Tune: BEECHER 8.7.8.7.D.
from Dryden’s King Arthur, It is one of 6,500 written by Charles John Zundel, 1855
Wesley, the “sweet singer of Methodism,” who was skilled at Alternate tune: HYFRYDOL

interweaving literary and scriptural images. For another harmonization, see 368, 495



One Candle Is Lit
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1. Come sure - ly, Lord Je - sus, as dawn fol-lows mnight,
2. Come quick-1ly, sha - lom, teach us how to pre - pare
3. Come, fes- tive - ly sing while a - wait-ing the  birth,
4. Come, wan- der where i - on and lamb gent- ly play.
5. Come, lis - ten, the sounds of God with - us ring clear,
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1. our hearts long to greet you, as ros - es, the light.
2. for a gift that com - pels wus with jus - tice to care,
3. join an - gels in  danc-ing from heav - en to  earth.
4. where e - wil is ban- ished and faith takes the day,
5. and signs  of a cross in the dis - tance ap - pear.
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1. Sal - wa - tion, draw near us,  our vi - sion  en - gage.
2. Qur  spir - its are rest - less  till sin and war cease.
3. Wave ban- ners of good news, lift high thank-ful praise.
4 a babe in a man - ger to fool the world’'s eyes.
5 The Word once made flesh, yet the Word ev - er near.
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1. One can - dle  is lit for the hope of the age.
2. One can- dle  is lit for the reign of God's peace.
3. One can- dle is lit for the joy  of these days.
4. One can- dle is lit for God’s lov - ing sur - prise.
5. One can- dle is lit for the  Christ-birth- day here.
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There’s a Song in the Air!
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1. There's a song in the air! There’s a star in the  sky!
2. There’s a  tu- mult of joy o’er the won- der - ful  birth,
3. We re- joice in the lightt and we ech - o the song
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There’s a moth - er’'s deep prayer and a ba - by’s low cry!
for the Vir - gin's sweet boy is the Lord of the earth.
that comes down through the night from the heav-en - ly throng,
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And the star rains its fire while the an - gel choirs sing,
See, the star rains its fire while the an - gel choirs sing,
and we wel-come the glo - ri - ous gos - pel they bring,
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for the man-ger of Beth-le- hem cra-dles a king!
for the man-ger of Beth-le- hem cra-dles a king!
and we greet in the cra - dle our sav - ior and Kking.
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