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April 9, 2023 6:30 a.m. Worship Happy Easter!
*indicates that all are invited to stand, if comfortably able

Gathering Music Karen Zeferino
Welcome and Greetings — Gathering with God’s Blessings

“Nicodemus, who had first come to Jesus at night, came now in broad
daylight carrying a mixture of myrrh and aloes. They took Jesus’ body
and, following the Jewish burial custom, wrapped it in linen with the
spices. There was a garden near the place he was crucified, and in the
garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been placed. So, because
it was Sabbath preparation for the Jews and the tomb was convenient,
they placed Jesus in in it.” -John 19:39-42 (from “The Message”)

*Call to Worship

We gathered in the Sanctuary Friday to witness a terrible sight;
The Savior betrayed, denied, mocked, and crucified.

But this morning, everything is renewed!
Christ is not dead, but alive! Christ has Risen! Alleluia!

Up from the grave, our Savior arose!
Hallelujah! Christ arose!

Christ the Lord is Risen, today! Let all the world rejoice!
Christ the Savior is here to stay! Let us praise Him!

Remembering family and friends no longer with us, we gather
Celebrating that Christ has conquered the grave!

We remember the promises of New Life already fulfilled in
those who have gone before us!

We remember the promise that we, too, shall have New Life!
We remember and celebrate the Resurrection that is ours!

Up from the grave He arose! Alleluia!

*Opening Hymn “Up From the Grave He Arose!” (insert)

*Gathering Prayer
God of Resurrection miracles, we have sat in the morning dew
listening to this sunrise story heard on Easter morning dozens
of times. Yet today, we hear it as anew. We open our lives to



Your promises of New Life and Resurrection, made evident by the
empty tomb, today. We gather, believing in Salvation and believing
in Your continual promises, creating New Life where there had
only been emptiness. Create in us, hearts that are receptive to the
ways that You are constantly recreating us, that we may be vessels
of your Salvation for the world. In Jesus’ name we pray; Amen.

Children’s Time & Flowering the Cross
As you come forward to place your flower in the cross, pause a moment
at the foot of the cross to say a silent (or out loud) prayer thanking God
Jfor all of the blessings in your life. Families (whatever form the term
‘family’ means to you) are welcome to approach the cross together and
say a communal prayer.

Gospel Reading John 20:1-18
Sermon “Roll the Stone Away”
Hymn: “Morning Has Broken” (insert)

Invitation to Communion

Prayer; Institution; Fraction; Distribution
EVERYONE is invited to come forward to receive communion from
Pastor Rick and the ushers. When you come forward, you may bring
your offering and drop it in the offering plates.

Community Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; And forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

*Parting Hymn “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”  (insert)
*Benediction
*Response: “Let There be Peace on Earth”

Let there be Peace on Earth and Let it Begin with me!

Let there be Peace on Earth; the Peace that was meant to be!
With God our Creator, Children all are we!

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony!

Let Peace begin with me; let this be the moment now!

With every step I take let this be my solemn vow:

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally!
Let there be Peace on Earth; and let it begin with me!



Columbia United Church of Christ

3201 1-70 Drive NW; Columbia, MO 65202
Phone: 573-445-7931 Pastor’s cell: 573.241.2027
Website: www.columbiaucc.com

Pastor: Rev. Richard Oberle rick@columbiaucc.com
Student Pastor: Shelly Adams shellyraeadams@gmail.com
Admin. Assistant: MJ King office@columbiaucc.com
Moderator: Kristy Hayward kristyodneal@gmail.com

Music Coordinator: Brandon Brown brandon.michael.brown@gmail.com

Organist/Accompanist: Amy Crousore amycrousore@gmail.com

LODO Director: Erika Maltsbarger littleonesdayout@yahoo.com

Custodian: Caleb Berry calebprenticeberry@gmail.com
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Fred Brandenburg

CUCC celebrates God’s boundless love by:
Welcoming all God’s Children;
Nurturing Faith and Spiritual Growth;
Challenging and inspiring everyone with vibrant worship;
Building a supportive church family;
Transforming both the congregation and community :
through service and outreach
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Matthew 28:1-6

JESUS CHRIST
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53 Morning Has Broken
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Christ the Lord Is Risen Today:
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Clean out the old yeast so that you may be a new batch,
as you really are unleavened.
For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed.
Therefore, let us celebrate the festival,
not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and evil,

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

We know that Christ, being raised from the dead,
will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death he died, he died to sin, once for all;

but the life he lives, he lives to God.

So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin
and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

R

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of those who have died.

For since death came through a human being,
the resurrection of the dead
has also come through a human being;
for as all die in Adam,
so all will be made alive in Churist. R



