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One of the challenges in Biblical Scholarship is placing yourself in the context of the world in which the narrative 
was written.  To understand the intended meaning of the authors, the reader has to understand the world in which 
the authors lived and view the narrative through those lenses.  Yes, it is important to apply those narratives to our 
current context, but before we do that, we have to understand the narrative in the context in which it was written.   
 

The same principle can be applied to the rest of our lives, as well.  To truly understand the writings of another 
culture in our current time, the reader has to understand the world in which it was written.  To interpret writings of 
others through our own lenses causes distortion and mistrust.  We canôt understand the author until we have 
ñwalked a mile in their shoesò or at least attempted to learn more about their world.   
 

We tend to do this when we talk about the American Revolution and the concept of ñfreedom.ò  We view it 
through lenses developed in the 20th century and refined in the 21st century.  The 20th century was a time of  
evolution for our country, much of it not in step with the teachings of Jesus.  Though Jesus taught humility and 
empathy, our US culture grew more arrogant and detached.  The 20th century saw the rise of isolationist policies 
rooted in narcissism and xenophobia.  People began believing that the freedoms we share as United States citizens 
are rooted in selfish, individual freedoms instead of communal freedom.  The idea that individual freedom was 
more important than community responsibility began being trumpeted by many, especially those who knew they 
could use that narcissistic idea to consolidate their power. 
 

This practice led directly to the actions of the extreme right-wing militants who committed acts of domestic 
terrorism in our Nationôs Capitol on January 6, 2021.  Their justification was that the Capitol belonged ñto the 
peopleò so they could occupy it as they wished and do what they wished.  They were wrong.  Their actions were 
an affront to the people and to the idea of freedom.  The Capitol does not belong to individuals, it belongs to the 
community;  it belongs to the people, not to individual persons.    
 

This is not what the framers of our country had in mind when they talked of freedom.  Their idea of freedom was 
freedom of the community, not freedom of the individual.  They believed in the freedom of the community to act 
in the best interests of community.  They did not believe in the freedom of the individual to do whatever they 
choose.  Our nation was built on freedom, but not the freedom of the individual; the freedom of the community. 
 

Martin Luther wrote about this in 1520 in a treatise called ñOn the Freedom of a Christian.ò  His goal was to link 
the ideas of spiritual freedom and servitude, and he began his treatise by laying down two seemingly contradictory 
principles.  He wrote, ñA Christian is the freest lord of all, subject to none; a Christian is the most dutiful servant 
of all, and subject to everyone.ò  He then explains that though our faith in God frees us from sin and offers us 
salvation, freedom also binds us to Christian principles of love, service, and humility.  Though free, we are duty 
bound to each other by the ties of Christian love.  The same ties that free us also bind us.   

 

As we celebrate Independence Day this month, this principle is also applicable to the secular 
community.  The same freedoms that form the basis for our community (country) are also 
what binds us.  Our freedom as a community (country) is not based in doing whatever we 
want to whomever we want to please our own self interests.  Our freedom as a community 
(country) is based on serving each other, serving other communities (countries) as we are 
able, and in being dutiful servants of all in the world, just like Jesus. 
 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said, ñNo one is free until we all are free.ò  This is something we 
would do well to remember this Independence Day.  Who is not 
free in our community, and how can we share the gift of freedom 
with all, as we serve one another? -Pastor Rick 


