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From the Pastorôs Keyboard . . .        ñPot Luckò 
 

We are smack dab in the middle of the season of Lent.  Lent is a time to walk more closely with Jesus, to share in 
the final days of Jesus, to make sacrifices in the name of Jesus and to rededicate our hearts to the mind and 
ministry of Jesus.  Lent is the ñHoly Seasonò for Christians, as our lives are even more focused on the work of 
Jesus in our midst.  Each Sunday in Lent, we focus on another aspect of dedicating our lives to Jesus. 
 

Part of our focus this Lenten Season is our annual Stewardship Campaign.  This yearôs campaign is titled, 
ñSharing Godôs Joy, Spreading Godôs Love.ò  As we journey through the first three weeks of March, we will look 
at ways we can commit ourselves to Godôs purposes in our lives through our time, our talents, and our treasures.  
The concluding Sunday (3/15) of our drive we will have, as our guest speaker, Rev. Damien Lake, our Missouri 
Mid-South Conference Minister.  He will speak about the joy of faithful Christian Stewardship in worship and at 
our Pot-Luck meal after worship. 
 

Pot-Luck meals are perfect examples of Faithful Christian Stewardship.  When we have a true Pot-Luck meal, 
everyone brings a dish.  Some dishes are elaborate, some dishes are more simple.  Some dishes are prepared at 
home using multiple ingredients, some dishes are purchased already prepared.  Some are hot, some are cold.  
Some are spicy, some are not.  But no matter if they are meat or salad, bread or dessert, all are from the heart of 
the giver, and all contribute to the whole.  We even strive to have dishes that are vegan, gluten free, egg free and 
dairy free so that everyone is included.  There are no ñlesserò dishes at a Pot-Luck meal, just as there are no 
ñlesserò gifts (time, talent, treasure) in the life of the church.  Everyone gives of their ability, contributing to the 
greater meal; and everyone is fed. 
 

I think Pot-Luck meals are not only perfect examples of Faithful Christian Stewardship, they are also perfect 
examples of Godôs promise of Blessed Kingdom.  Godôs Blessed Kingdom, whether you are talking about here on 
earth or eternal in the heavens, appreciates every gift from every person, no matter how big or how small; and, in 
Godôs Blessed Kingdom, just like at a Pot-Luck meal, nobody goes away hungry.  All contribute some and all are 
welcome, no matter who they are or where they are on lifeôs journey.  All are called to share in Godôs joy.              
 

The theme of this yearôs Stewardship Campaign, ñSharing Godôs Joy, Spreading Godôs Love,ò  is not just about 
dedication and commitment, or even about bringing a dish to the Pot-Luck meal.  It is about JOY.  It is about the 
true joy we feel in our hearts as a result of our commitments of time, talent, and treasure.  When we live lives that 
are focused on Jesusô work in the world and his call in our lives, the joy that results is indescribable.  Godôs Joy 
surpasses all human joys; and sharing Godôs Joy is the fruit of hearts that are fully committed to Christ.  ñSharing 
Godôs Joy, Spreading Godôs Loveò is more than a theme; it is a mantra, a focus, a way to live life to its fullest.      
 

Our Lenten Season concludes with Holy Week, beginning on March 29, Palm/Passion Sunday this year.  As we 
remember Jesus entering Jerusalem amid chanting crowds, we hold that event in tension with the betrayal, denial, 
trial and crucifixion that begin just four days later.  It takes a dedicated person to walk that path with Jesus; for as 

he goes from joy to tragedy, so do we all.  But the Christian who spends 40 days preparing 
themselves for Holy Week is ready to walk that path with Jesus; for we know that the true joy 
of Christian living is in that dynamic between life and death. 
 

The cheering crowd on that Palm Sunday shouted ñHosannaò which means, ñSave us.ò  They 
wanted Jesus to save them, as do we.  But save us from what?  Save us for what?  Maybe 
Jesus is saving them (and us) from living aimless lives; and maybe Jesus is saving them (and 
us) for the possibility of the true joy that is a result of giving yourself and your life over 
completely to God.  This Lent, let Jesus save you from living an aimless life.  Dedicate your 
life to Jesus this Lenten Season; and Share Godôs Joy.  See you at the 
Pot Luck Meal!                 -Pastor Rick 
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OPEN AND AFFIRMING CONVOCATION 
IN ST. LOUIS - MARCH 7 

 

The annual Open and Affirming Convocation in St. Louis is coming up on 
Marcy 7.  We would love to have you join us.  There will be several guest 
speakers and workshops.  Pastor Rick and Ashley Ramirez will be hosting 
one of the workshops on behalf of our congregation!  The event will be at 
Parkway UCC from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Lunch will be served.  If you 
would like to be part of our CUCC delegation, talk to Pastor Rick or 
Ashley Ramirez.  We do need to RSVP by March 1 for the lunch count.  
We will be taking the church bus in to St. Louis for this!  Let us know if you 
would like to ride on the bus, or if you will meet us there.  The bus will be 
leaving at 7:00 a.m. 

Quilt Raffle- Win a Beautiful Quilt! 
 

Get your raffle tickets for a Log Cabin quilt pieced by Jessica Jenks and 
quilted by the CUCC Quilters. Look for it in the gathering area on Sundays. 
Drawing will take place at the annual meeting on May 17, and all proceeds 
will go to the 2026 Festival of Sharing.  If you would like to purchase 
tickets, or have any questions, talk to Mahree Skala.   

MEET ME WHERE I AM: AN ALZHEIMERôS CARE GUIDE 
A CUCC Book Study in March 

 

Mary Ann Drummond, RN, is a dementia educator, speaker, and author of 
the book ñMeet Me Where I Am: An Alzheimerôs Care Guideò among other 
books.  She has a passion for presenting innovative and successful strategies 
in both caregiver and provider settings to assist individuals with dementia to 
ñlive their bestò each day.  Her special skill is facilitating ways for 
caregivers to meet the person with dementia where they are, not where we 
want them to be; and bring them the comfort and care that Christ calls us to 
have for each other.   
 

The book ñMeet Me Where I Amò talks about understanding Alzheimerôs 
Disease, preparing for the journey with your loved one, minimizing losses 
and maximizing successes, providing therapeutic environments, and 
managing the difficult symptoms that accompany this 
progression.  It is a very valuable guide to anyone whose 
life is touched by someone with dementia issues. 
 

We will be journeying together through this book 
Thursdays in March (March 5, 12, 19 & 26) at 6:30 p.m. 
in the Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome, CUCC 
members and friends from the community, to take this 
walk together.  Copies of the book are available in the 
church office.  If you have any questions, talk to Pastor 
Rick.   

mailto:rick@columbiaucc.com
mailto:mimibburg@gmail.com
mailto:mike.pierson.1969@gmail.com
mailto:office@columbiaucc.com
mailto:littleonesdayout@yahoo.com
mailto:calebprenticeberry@gmail.com
mailto:office@columbiaucc.com
http://www.columbiaucc.com
mailto:rick@columbiaucc.com
mailto:ashknight0628@gmail.com
mailto:skalamahree@yahoo.com
mailto:rick@columbiaucc.com
mailto:rick@columbiaucc.com
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Moderatorôs Moment 

 COLUMBIA UCC CHURCH COUNCIL 

Moderator:       Jerry Kiesling  rollzierp50@gmail.com   

Vice Moderator:     Corinne Remeika  remeikas@tranquility.net  

Secretary:       Alethea Tennill  atennill108@gmail.com  

Treasurer:       Deborah Long Birkes dlong@elon.edu   

Recording Treasurer:    Christine Staelens tigersfour@gmail.com  

Building & Grounds:    Ted Dachroeden  gpadoc4gd@gmail.com 

Fellowship & Hospitality:  Mary Lorber-Solt  eldercow@gmail.com  

Finance & Stewardship:    ±!/!b¢ 

Inclusion & Affirmation:  Ashley Ramirez  ashknight0628@gmail.com   

Little Oneôs Day Out:    Kristin Veteto   kristinnoelveteto@gmail.com 

Membership & Care:    Judi Privitt   judiprivitt811@gmail.com  

Nurture & Education:    Lena Muench   cfg323@yahoo.com 

Outreach & Advocacy:    Mahree Skala  skalamahree@yahoo.com  
Worship & Music:     Edie Diel   edie@thedandegroup.com   

Pastor:      Rev. Rick Oberle  rick@columbiaucc.com   

Last month I wrote about sharing God's love during the Lenten season.  Now, I find myself returning again 
and again to words spoken during one of our recent services: 
 

ñWho are we to bind Godôs love?ò 
 

Those words have settled deeply into my heart.  They echo in my thoughts.  They 
challenge me.  If I am honest, I am guilty of binding Godôs love, not from others so 
much, but from myself.  Lent reminds us why God sent Jesus among us.  In the Gospel 
of John we hear, ñFor God so loved the worldéò (John 3:16).  God did not send Jesus 
with conditions.  God did not send Jesus for the worthy only.  God sent Jesus because of 
love- unconditional, unearned, unending love for each of us.  Throughout the Gospels, we 
see Jesus- Godôs presence in the flesh- continually reaching 
toward ordinary people, like you and me.  Again and again, Jesus 
moves toward every person and reminds us that love is 
unconditional.   

Grace and Peace, 

Jerry Kiesling, 

Council Moderator 

CUCC 2026 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS DUEï 4/1 
 

Over the past six years, the CUCC Scholarship Fund has given away 21 Scholarships totaling $36,000 to 
CUCC Members pursuing higher education.  The 2026 application process is under way, and it is open to any 
CUCC Member continuing their education through college, technical school, or another such avenue.   
 

Eligible applicants will be active CUCC members who have finished High School (or received an equivalent 
degree) by the time of the scholarship disbursement; and will be continuing their education at an accredited 
institution in the fall.  Funds are distributed in the summer for fall tuition. 
 

Applications are due April 1.  Applicants may pick up an application in the church office, or email 
Alexandra and she can send you one.  If you have any questions, talk to Jerry Kiesling.  Many thanks to the 
families who started this fund up historically, and set it up to grow into the blessing it is for todayôs students.        

mailto:rollzierp50@gmail.com
mailto:remeikas@tranquility.net
mailto:atennill108@gmail.com
mailto:dlong@elon.edu
mailto:tigersfour@gmail.com
mailto:gpadoc4gd@gmail.com
mailto:eldercow@gmail.com
mailto:ashknight0628@gmail.com
mailto:kristinnoelveteto@gmail.com
mailto:judiprivitt811@gmail.com
mailto:pdforward@msn.com
mailto:cfg323@yahoo.com
mailto:skalamahree@yahoo.com
mailto:edie@thedandegroup.com
mailto:rick@columbiaucc.com
mailto:rollzierp50@gmail.com
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March Sunday Volunteer Schedule 

March Birthdays 

Date Greeter Ushers Worship Leader Tech Booth 

03/01 Susan Dunham 
Charlie Marcks 

Llona Weiss 
Sue Ann Schaefer 

Brent Marcks 

Lorry Dreier 

03/08 Donna Marsh 
Pat Forward 

Deborah Long-Birkes 
Scouts 

Doug Privitt 

Ted Dachroeden 

03/15 Sue Ann Schaefer 
Phillip Neale 

Christine Staelens 
Lena Muench 

Josh Muench 

Judi Privitt 

03/22 
Tricia Price 

Norah Schultz 

Brenda Muench 

John Muench 
Tricia Soncasie 

John Graves 

Carissa Graves 

03/29 Paula Wilson 
Jane Duncan 

Mark Duncan 
Pat Forward 

Brent Marcks 

Lorry Dreier 

vŧíŇŮ UíĀŧý×űĖ-ƑƔƺƑƒ |Āĕ vŨĖã×įĀí-ƑƔƺƑƒ SĀĕ +ĻíįĀĖø-ƑƔƺƑƓ 

U×ƄĀí ]×īĀíĖ÷íďé-ƑƔƺƑƔ WĀĖé× Bī×Ňíį-ƑƔƺƑƖ SŨĖ×ŧýŨĖ vãýĻďŽŒ-ƑƔƺƑƗ 

vŧíŇŮ ,×ĕéíĖ-ƑƔƺƑƘ rĻįżíďŵ 6ŇíďŮī-ƑƔƺƑƙ U×ƄíďĀĖ céĖí×ď-ƑƔƺƑƚ 

o×Ļď v×ĖéíīįŨĖ-ƑƔƺƒƑ 2×ďŪĖí ,×ĕéíĖ-ƑƔƺƒƜ @ī×ĖČĀí vãýĕĀƌíď-ƑƔƺƒƜ 

|ī×ãĀí GĻ÷ůĕ×Ė-ƑƔƺƒƓ 6ĕĀďŎ ]×ďĀãĜ×Ƅ-ƑƔƺƒƓ W×Ļī× B×īƄĖíī-ƑƔƺƒƔ 

6īĀČ× ]ã+×Ėí-ƑƔƺƒƕ vý×īŨĖ r×ĨŹ-ƑƔƺƒƕ  éíďŎĖŷ ¹ĀĕĖŎ-ƑƔƺƒƗ 

oýĀďŵĀĨ ^í×ďí-ƑƔƺƒƙ SíįżĀã× WĻã×į-ƑƔƺƓƑ S×įŨĖ vãýĜíĖŮâíīø-ƑƔƺƓƑ 

6ďí×ĖŨī +×įýĀĖįČĀ-ƑƔƺƓƔ ]×īãĀ× ,īŨĻįŨīí-ƑƔƺƓƔ ,ýīĀįƄĀĖí ]įíČŮ-ƑƔƺƓƔ 

WíĖ× ]ĻíĖãý-ƑƔƺƓƔ 6éĀí 2Āíď-ƑƔƺƓƕ vĻį×Ė 2ĻĖý×ĕ-ƑƔƺƓƗ 

 Āé×Ė oĀíīįŨĖ-ƑƔƺƓƘ |īíŇŨī oĀíīįŨĖ-ƑƔƺƓƘ  



The Communicator ~ March 2026 ~  page 5 

Columbia UCC Council Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 6:38 p.m. on January 20, 2026 by Jerry Keisling.  Pastor Rick opened with 
a prayer.  Present: Jerry Kiesling, Corinne Remeika, Deborah Long-Birkes, Christine Staelens, Ted 
Dachroeden, Mary Lorber-Solt, Lena Muench via zoom, Ashley Ramirez, Kristin Veteto via zoom, Mahree 
Skala, Rick Oberle, and Alethea Tennill.  Ted Dachroeden made a motion to approve the agenda with a 
second from Corinne Remeika.  The motion passed.  Mahree Skala made a motion to approve the December 
Council minutes with a second by Deborah Long-Birkes.  Motion passed. 
 
Council discussed Not Your Parents Offering Plate ñChapter 6: The Three Pockets of Giving.ò  We give from 
monthly income, investments and wills/estate planning.  It is good for the church to have longer term goals 
and let the parishioners know about them in advance.  The five-year program can be used to facilitate these 
goals.  We can also have a wish list on the bulleting board so that people can see what needs/wishes we have 
coming up.  Also include the reasons/story for them. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
¦ Nominating Committee for 2025: Someone is considering the Finance and Stewardship Chair position. 
¦ Solar Columbia Update: Waiting on things to proceed. 
¦ Historical documents/photos: Alexandra is working on scanning historical documents. 
¦ Accompanist Update: We are still looking for an organist/pianist. 
¦ Security Policy Team: Consists of Pastor Rick, Edie Diel, Jerry Kiesling, Judi Privitt, and Corinne 
Remeika. 

¦ Visioning and Strategic Planning: Corinne Remeika is planning on meeting with all of the visioning teams 
to learn what they do and implementation of 2025 goals. 

 
New Business: 
¦ Next Council meeting: scheduled for Thursday Feb. 19, due to conflict with Fasnacht on February 17. 
¦ New Floor in Fellowship Hall: Ted Dachroeden made a motion to accept the bid for removal of asbestos 
and old floor in Fellowship Hall.  New floor will be polished concrete which will be easier to maintain. 

¦ Nominating Committee for 2026: Corinne Remeika and four others will start working on asking members 
to fulfill Council Terms.  The following terms end May 31, 2026- Secretary, Building and Grounds, 
Finance and Stewardship.  The following terms are eligible to run again- Treasurer, Little Ones Day Out, 
Nurture and Education, Worship and Music. 

¦ COMO Values Diversity Breakfast: January 28 at 7 a.m.  
¦ ONA Convocation: Scheduled for March 7 in St. Louis.  If you would like to attend, please let Ashley 
Ramirez or Pastor Rick know.  There is a registration fee and they will serve lunch. 

¦ Annual Congregational Meeting: Scheduled for May 17 after church. 
 
Pastor Rick closed us in prayer.  Motion to adjourn by Ashley Ramirez, with a second by Deborah Long-
Birkes.  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Alethea Tennill, 

Secretary 
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Finance & Stewardship Ministry Team 

Financial Update 

  Actual Budget Over/(Under) 

January Income $20,653.62 $27,662.47 -$7,008.85 

January Expenses $34,593.75 $40,612.83 -$6,019.08 

YTD Income $20,653.62 $27,662.47 -$7,008.85 

YTD Expenses $34,593.75 $40,612.83 -$6,019.08 

Surplus/(Deficit) -$13,940.13 -$12,950.39 -$989.77 

    

January Joyful Giving $20,050.63 $26,972.47 -$6,921.84 

YTD Joyful Giving $20,050.63 $26,972.47 -$6,921.84 

Worship  

Attendance  

01/04 01/11 01/18 01/25 

    

CUCC STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2026 
ñSharing Godôs Joy, Spreading Godôs Love.ò 

 

What comes to mind when you hear the word ñStewardship?ò  Most likely, money.  But faithful Christian 
Stewardship has less to do with our wallets, and more to do with our hearts.  Faithful Christian Stewardship is 
how we serve God with our time and our talents, as well as our treasures.  Faithful Christian Stewardship is 
about sharing Godôs joy, and spreading Godôs love. 
 

We will be celebrating the ways we are able to share Godôs joy and spread Godôs love on Sundays in March 
as we participate in our Annual CUCC Stewardship Campaign.  We will be distributing faith promise cards 
and time and talent sheets Sunday mornings, and consecrating them in worship on March 15. 
 

We will also have a special speaker that Sundayï Rev. Damien Lake, our Associate Conference Minister.  
Damien will speak in worship, and will offer a keynote address at our Stewardship Luncheon after worship. 
 

Our luncheon will be a pot-luck meal.  Bring a dish to share, and we will celebrate community together.  Pot 
Luck meals are perfect examples of Faithful Christian Stewardship. Everyone brings a little gift (dish) 
contributing to the whole; and all are fed!  We hope to see you here for our Pot Luck meal on March 15!        
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Inclusion and Affirmation Ministry Team 

CUCC OPEN AND AFFIRMING/INCLUSION COVENANT 
 

Columbia United Church of Christ celebrates Godôs boundless and unconditional love by intentionally 
welcoming and affirming all Godôs children. 
* No matter who you are or where you are on lifeôs journey; 
* No matter where you are on your faith journey; 
* No matter your sexual orientation, gender expression or identity; 
* No matter your race, culture, ethnicity, nationality or politics; 
* No matter your age, ability, health, relationship status or family structure; 
* No matter your social, economic, educational, legal or life circumstances; 
* You are welcome here! 

 

Called by Jesus to be an Open and Affirming, inclusive faith community, Columbia 
United Church of Christ commits to welcoming everyone into the full life of our 
congregation.  Our paths and voices may differ, but we journey in faith together. 

International Womenôs Day, celebrated world-wide on March 8 every year, highlights the social, economic, 
cultural and political achievements of women.  Here are ten notable quotes for you to consider: 
 

ñI am no longer accepting the things I cannot change. I am changing the things I cannot 
accept.ò                  -Angela Davis 
 

ñWomen belong in all places where decisions are being made.ò      -Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
 

ñIf they donôt give you a seat at the table, bring a folding chair.ò      -Shirley Chisolm 
 

ñNot all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great love.ò 
                      -Mother Theresa 
 

ñThe question isnôt whoôs going to let me; itôs who is going to stop me.ò   -Ayn Rand 
 

ñWhat you do makes a difference, and you have to decide what kind of difference you want to 
make.ò                  -Jane Goodall 
 

ñFortune does favor the bold and youôll never know what youôre capable of if you donôt try.ò
                     -Sheryl Sandberg 
 

ñYou cannot live in this world and be successful and not have heartaches, troubles, 
disappointments. Itôs how you deal with it.ò            -Dolly Parton 
 

ñAs women achieve power, the barriers will fall. As society sees what women can do, as 
women see what women can do, there will be more women out there doing things, and weôll 
all be better off for it.ò              -Sandra Day OôConnor 
 

ñLove yourself first and everything else falls into line. You really have to love yourself to get 
anything done in this world.ò                -Lucille Ball 

 
Sources: 
Inspirational Quotes by Extraordinary Women to Inspire Your Success  | SUCCESS 
International Women's Day 2026 
25 Unforgettable Quotes from Women Who Refused to Give Up - Back in Time Today 

https://www.success.com/11-inspiring-quotes-from-extraordinary-women
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/
https://backintimetoday.com/25-inspiring-quotes-from-historys-most-remarkable-women/
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LODO Ministry Team 

2026-2027 Enrollment 
August 24, 2026 - May 21, 2027 

 

Lightning Bugs Class: 1 year old before 8/1/26 
(Only available 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.) 

 

Lambs Class: 2 years old before 8/1/26 
 

Lions/Leopards Class: 3 years old before 8/1/26 
 

Leap Frogs/Leopards Class: 4 years old before 8/1/26 
 

Additional information about the LODO Program in 
available at www.columbiaucc.com/lodohome. 

 

*Our Leopards Classroom will be assigned and 
utilized as either a 3-4ôs class or 3,4,5ôs class. 

 

Contact us for information, openings, to schedule a 
tour, or to enroll! 

 

lodo.sara.koenig@gmail.com 
573-445-2661 

March is bringing fresh excitement and wonderful momentum to Little Oneôs Day Out!  After a busy January 
and February spent planning and preparing, we are grateful to officially share that enrollment is now open for 
both our 2026ï2027 school year and our June Day Camp.  

 
2026-2027 School Year Enrollment 

Enrollment for current families opened February 1ï15 and we are now welcoming new families.  Spaces are 
already filling quickly.  We are excited to share that our Ministry Team approved a tuition freeze, meaning 
tuition will remain the same for the upcoming school year as this current year.  Rates are as follows:  

 

Lightning Bugs (1 year old) - $46/day 

Lambs, Lions, Leopards, and Leapfrogs, - $44/day 

LODO Plus - $59/day 

 

Beginning in the 2026ï2027 school year, we will also launch our new extended hours for LODO Plus, with 
care available from 7:30 a.m.ï5:30 p.m.  These expanded hours are designed specifically to better support our 
working families and provide greater flexibility for their schedules while maintaining the nurturing, Christian 
environment families know and love. 

 
June Day Camp Enrollment Open 

Enrollment is now open for our LODO June Day Camp!  Camp will run 9:00 a.m.ï1:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays during the first three weeks of June.  This is a way we hope to better serve 
families in need of summer care.  This program will be an activity-filled time for our preschoolers, packed 
with hands-on learning, themed fun, outdoor play, and opportunities to grow in faith and friendship.  The cost 
to families to register is $425; this will cover a morning snack and supplies for the program. 

 

We are incredibly thankful for the prayers, encouragement, and support from our 
congregation. It is a blessing to partner with families as we nurture children academically, 
socially, and spiritually in a loving Christian environment. 

 

If you know a family looking for a flexible, Christian-based preschool, we would love for 
you to share about Little Oneôs Day Out! 

 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Sara Koenig, 

LODO Director 

https://www.columbiaucc.com/lodohome
mailto:lodo.sara.koenig@gmail.com


The Communicator ~ March 2026 ~  page 9 

NEW NAMETAGS 
 

The Inclusion & Affirmation and Membership & Care Ministry Teams have worked together to bring us new 
name tags!  We are also using this opportunity to update info in our church membership database.   
 

Our new nametags were distributed in church last year for everyone who filled out an information update 
form.  If you did not receive a nametag, or you need your nametag changed in any way, fill out an update 
form!  There are forms available in the coatroom, as well as online.  Please fill out a paper form, found to the 
right of the nametags in the coatroom, and drop it in the wicker basket; or CLICK HERE to do it online 

Membership & Care Ministry Team 

CPR/AED Discussion and Demonstration 
 

Why is learning how to perform CPR and use an AED so vital?  Anyone can experience a heart attack, even 
your friends or loved ones.  Knowing how to perform CPR and use an AED can save their lives.  It can double 
or triple a person's chance of survival from cardiac arrest, as immediate, effective bystander action keeps 
oxygenated blood flowing to the brain and heart.  With over 350,000 out-of-hospital cardiac arrests annually 
in the U.S., trained individuals provide a critical bridge to professional medical help.  Training also gives you 
the skills and confidence to remain calm and act appropriately in delivering this lifesaving care. 
 
So come to our training on March 22 in Fellowship Hall right after church to learn the basics of CPR and 
AED use.  Bring a brown bag lunch or snack if you want.  Drinks will be available.  Videos alone and the 
basic training weôre doing arenôt as good as certification, but this information may be enough to help until 
emergency services arrive.  Who knows, it may motivate you to get certified.  You CAN make a difference! 
 
If you are unable to attend or want more information, there are training programs, including hands only CPR, 
that you can learn in a short amount of time and empower you to make a life-saving difference. See https://
cpr.heart.org/ for information on how to learn the basics and get CPR certified.  We hope to see you March 
22! 

Fellowship & Hospitality Ministry Team 

Greetings!  Spring is around the corner, garden catalogs are coming in, and my bees are out and about 
(weather permitting >50ÜF), it doesnôt get any better than this.  I hope that everyone enjoyed the Fastnacht 
celebration, and if you were unable to attend, I hope that someone was kind enough to bring you a plate- the 
food was awesome.  A huge shout-out to all who helped make this happen, the men 
grilling the brats, the ladies making the potato salad, the Fastnacht fryers, the Scouts, 
the wonderful Loehnig Family Band, and to those who stayed after to help clean up, 
you are much appreciated.  Many hands make light work.  
 

Our next scheduled event is not until May 17, the Annual Congregational Meeting, so 
put on your thinking caps, and give me some ideas of fun 
things youôd like to do in the next month or so, maybe a 
game night, a talent night?  Let me know your ideas and 
thoughts so we can get something planned.  Until next 
time my friends, bee grateful, bee kind, bee blessed, and 
always bee yourself!  

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Lorber 

Fellowship and Hospitality   
Ministry Team Chair 

https://forms.gle/E63sqr2qbaW6STxt6
https://cpr.heart.org/
https://cpr.heart.org/
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Nurture & Education Ministry Team 
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Woohoo!  We have been rockin' and rollin' with Alpha Hart Lewis Elementary School 
recently.  Thanks to all of you who are helping pack food for the Buddy Packs on 
Thursday mornings at AHL, those who are helping with child care during AHL's PTA 
meetings, and assisting with the Good Dads programs so early on a Wednesday (Mark 
Duncan, Elaine Trout, Ted & Mona Dachroeden, Sharon & Mike Rapp, Jolene Kirchhoff, 
Lorry Dreier, Pastor Rick, Llona Weiss).  Mark Duncan supported our AHL students 
during their "Fancy Lunch & Writing" on February 6.  With CUCC members' support, we 
collected food/snacks to "Stock the Lounge" for Parent-Teacher Conferences during the 

week of March 2.  We have folks signing up to read to students during "Read Across America" during the 
week of March 2.  Pastor Rick and Llona will be meeting with Principal Minear (who will be visiting church 
service on March 1 to talk about our Partnership in Education) to make sure AHL is covered for their needs 
for the remainder of the school year, and get our dates/times for future events where we can share ministry 
together.  March 11 is AHL PTA meeting (child care at 6:00 p.m.) and March 11 is Good Dads-Strong 
Schools (7:00 a.m.).  AHL folks are so appreciative, and so welcoming when they see us coming through the 
door.  It brings me great joy!  Thank you so much, CUCC! 

Outreach & Advocacy Ministry Team 

Many thanks to the January volunteers who packaged vast amounts of cocoa puffs: Mona 
and Ted Dachroeden; Audrey Lasley; Connie Loveless; Brenda, John, Landon and Caleb 
Muench, Judi Privitt; Helen Schultz; Mahree Skala; Tricia Soncasie. 
 

You are needed to help feed hungry people.  Our March shift is on Tuesday, March 24 at 
5:30 p.m. CLICK HERE for the sign-up link.  Itôs always a good chance to visit while we 
work.  If you have questions or want more information contact Mahree Skala.  Volunteers 
are also needed at the Food Bank Market on the Business Loop, where people come to 
receive food.  For more information, CLICK HERE visit or talk with Pastor Rick, who is 
volunteering there on Wednesday afternoons. 

The February 16 meal at Loaves & Fishes consisted of spaghetti (made by Mary & 
Audrey), ham & macaroni casserole (ham was donated), lettuce salad (provided by Patty 
Beeson), bread, and brownies.  The brownies were provided by Anne Heine, Connie 
Loveless, Lorry Dreier, Linda Neale, and Mark Duncan.  Mahree Skala made and provided 
the peanut butter and jellyôs.  Servers/helpers for the evening were: Tom & Mary Lorber-
Solt, Judi & Doug Privitt, Anne Heine, Patty Beeson, Jim Loveless, and Mark Duncan.  We 
served approximately 105 firsts and 55 seconds. THANK YOU to everyone who helps out 
in any way!  I so appreciate ALL of you!  

Please plan to stay after church on Sunday, March 8 for another stimulating Team Earth 
Lunch & Learn.  Mike Williams will again lead us in exploration of Creation Care as we 
deepen our understanding of its Biblical roots and generate ideas for our congregation 
to put into practice.   
 

The February Lunch & Learn had 31 participants, who discussed several key ideas- 
creation is for all Godôs children; decay is part of our nature; nature is never static, always 
changing; what we do to our non-human neighbor is parallel to what we do to our human 
neighbor. 
 

The group also explored the meanings of our CUCC emblem, which includes all the world, and read several 
Bible verses related to stewardship in action. Important questions: Whose earth is this? What can nature teach 
us about God? What is the condition of nature due to sin?  Bring your ideas, your voice and your appetite! 

https://volunteer.sharefoodbringhope.org/acts/console.php?console_id=0248&console_type=event&res_code=ColumbiaUnitedCC&ht=1
mailto:skalamahree@yahoo.com
https://sharefoodbringhope.org/the-food-bank-market/volunteer/
mailto:rick@columbiaucc.com
mailto:mwilliams86@centralmethodist.edu
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WELCOME TO QUORUS! 
 

Columbia United Church of Christ is pleased to be in partnership with 
Quorus, the LGBTQIAA Choral ensemble of Columbia!   
 

Quorus uses our facility for rehearsals, and we will the opportunity to 
work with them as they schedule performances around the area.  We are 
also always thrilled to have Quorus join us for worship, praising God 
with their inclusive repertoire.    
 

Quorus would love to have CUCC members join their choir!  To learn 
more about Quorus, CLICK HERE.   

Worship & Music Ministry Team 

WELCOME BACK TO OUR ñNEWò ORGANIST! 
 

Welcome back to Steve Jannetti!  Steve was our organist for two years, before taking a position closer to 
home in 2025.  Now, circumstances have changed and Steve is going to be joining us again!  The Church 
Council unanimously voted to re-hire Steve at their February 19 Council meeting, based on recommendations 
from the Worship & Music Ministry Team. 
 

Steve will begin on March 1, and will be working under the guidance of Mike Pierson, Music Coordinator, 
and supervision of Pastor Rick.  He will be rehearsing with the choir on Wednesdays, and accompanying them 
in worship on Sunday mornings. 
 

After months of searching to no avail, we are thrilled to welcome Steve back again.  Make sure to extend a 
warm welcome to him in the weeks to come!     

Outreach & Advocacy Ministry Team 

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that supports 
partners worldwide with ministries that fund Health, Education, Agricultural development, Energy relief, 
Refugee ministries, and both international and domestic Disaster response.   One Great Hour of Sharing is 
CUCCôs love offering to the world and it supports disaster, refugee, and development ministries. 
 

Recently, Global Ministries missionary Elena Huegel was our guest, leading worship at CUCC as well as an 
education time during the Sunday School hour.  In her presentation, she talked about the vital ministry of 
presence she is able to provide, on our behalf, with the people of San Cristobal de las Casas.  Her ministry is 
made possible entirely from contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing.  As we give, we support her and 
many Global Ministries missionaries around the world.     
 

The special offering date this year will be March 15. This special 
offering is one of many special offerings that are overseen by our 
Outreach and Advocacy Ministry Team.  You will hear more about 
OGHS during our Mission Moment 
which will be presented Sunday March 8.  
Please consider donating to this 
worldwide offering of love which is 
sponsored and supported by CUCC.  
CLICK HERE to donate.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Keith Birkes 

Outreach & Advocacy 
Ministry Team Member  

http://www.thequorus.org/
http://www.thequorus.org/
https://www.kindridgiving.com/APP/GIVING/CUCC
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Scouting America 

Scouts in 708 had their yearly leadership campout.  Through scout led games and presentations they learned 
about servant leadership, group dynamics, and troop structure.  We also enjoyed a bit of down time to 
"hangout".  

Troop 4475's February Campout took place at CUCC and focused on cooking.  Scouts worked on the Cooking 
Merit Badge with lectures and demonstrations in Fellowship Hall.  Scouts who had previously completed the 
Cooking Merit Badge worked on paperwork and proposals to further their progress towards the rank of Eagle 
Scout.  After learning about cooking, Scouts put their skills to the test in the Iron Chef Competition.  The 
secret ingredient was pineapple and Scouts incorporated this into their planning and dishes.  All the meals 
were delicious and it was one of our closest Iron Chef competitions with the Sea Turtle Patrol taking the 
crown. Here are the amazing meals the ladies created: The Bearded Dragon Patrol made chicken with veggies 
and fried rice, foil packet potatoes with pineapple, and pineapple lemonade; The Mockingjay Patrol slow-
cooked pulled pork, peas, and saut®ed pineapple with apple juice; The Stingray Patrol prepared chicken tacos 
with pineapple salsa, salad, cinnamon apples, and a pineapple drink; The Sea Turtle Patrol made pineapple 
teriyaki chicken, pineapple rice, Asian salad, and a pina colada mocktail. 

We held elections for our next Senior Patrol Leader as well as Patrol Leaders and will 
transition responsibilities at our Court of Honor on March 2.  We are welcoming six 
new Scouts to our Troop in February as they Crossover from local Scouting 
Packs.  We were happy to have one Scout and several Scouters serve at CUCC's 
Fastnacht. 
 
On March 8, CUCC Scouts will celebrate Scout Sunday!  We will be helping lead 
worship with Pastor Rick, and greeting CUCC members as they arrive for church.  
We will also say a few words during the service about what we have been up to this 
year.  We hope to see you at CUCC on Scout Sunday, March 8!   


