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“Dedicated to God” 

 

CUCC Open and Affirming/Inclusion Covenant: 
 

Columbia United Church of Christ celebrates God’s boundless and 
unconditional love by intentionally welcoming and affirming all God’s 
children. 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey; 
No matter where you are on your faith journey; 
No matter your sexual orientation, gender expression, or identity; 
No matter your race, culture, ethnicity, nationality, or politics; 
No matter your age, ability, health, relationship status, or family 
structure; 
No matter your social, economic, educational, legal, or life 
circumstances; 
You are welcome here! 

 

Called by Jesus to be an Open and Affirming, inclusive faith community, 
Columbia United Church of Christ commits to welcoming everyone into the 
full life of our congregation.  Our paths and voices may differ, but we 
journey in faith together.   



 

 

Columbia 
United Church 
Of Christ 
 
______________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

January 14, 2024  10:30 a.m.         “MLK Sunday” 
 

*indicates that all are invited to stand, if comfortably able 
 

“May God bless God’s people with peace…” 
-Psalm 29:11 

 
    

Welcome and Greetings Pastor Rick 
 
 

Prelude  “Prelude” Steve Jannetti 
 Charles Gounod  

 

Carrying in the Light of Christ  
 
 

*Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 29)             Lloyd Mickelson 
 

Praise God’s glory and strength; 
Worship God in Holy splendor!   
  

God’s voice is over the waters;  
God’s glory thunders from the deep. 
  

God’s voice is powerful, full of majesty. 
God’s voice shakes the wilderness and strips the forests bare. 
  

God is enthroned over the waters; 
God gives strength and blessing to God’s people. 
  

Listen for the voice of God; 
Calling out, blessing us, and calling us by name.   
  

Our mouths will sing of God’s praise for generations, 
And we will bless God’s Holy Name forever and ever.  
Come, let us worship God! 

  
\ 

*Gathering Hymn  “Down By the Jordan” (insert) 
 

From “Songs of Grace” by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 2000 
To the tune “Sing Praise to God” found on page #22 

 
 

*Opening Prayer   Lloyd Mickelson 
 

God of Loving Presence, throughout history, people of faith have 
dedicated themselves to your will.  We give thanks for their 
dedication.  Forgive us for the times we fall short of the example 
they set before us.  Teach us to learn from their example and live 
lives dedicated to you.  In Jesus’ name we pray; Amen.    

 
 



 

 

*Assurance of Blessing  Pastor Rick 
 

Jesus dedicated himself to God most visibly through the waters of 
baptism.  We not only dedicate ourselves to God through our baptisms, 
but also through our actions.  But even when we fail to live into this 
dedication, God welcomes us and forgives us. Through our repentance 
and God’s grace, we are forgiven, beloved, and blessed. Praise be to God!   

 
 

*Prayer Response “Weave”   
 

Weave, weave, weave us together! 
Weave us together in unity and love! 

Weave, weave, weave us together! 
Weave us together; together in love! 

 
 

*Sharing God’s Gift of Peace  Pastor Rick 
 

May God’s Peace be with you! 
 

And also with you! 

 
 

Children’s Time      Pastor Rick 
 
 

Response:  “This Little Light of Mine”   #525 
 

(Sung as children return to their seats) 
 

This little light of mine; I’m gonna let it shine! 
This little light of mine; I’m gonna let it shine! 
This little light of mine; I’m gonna let it shine! 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine! 

 
 

Community Psalter      Psalm 29 Pastor Rick 
  (insert) 
 
 

Gospel Lesson  Mark 1:4-11 Lloyd Mickelson 
 

This is the story of Jesus’ baptism from the Gospel attribute to Mark.  
As Jesus was baptized, God spoke from Heaven, proclaiming Their 
joy.  This story is often bookended with the story of the 
Transfiguration, which we will hear in a few weeks when God also 
speaks from Heaven.    Page #812 

 
 

Anthem “I Sing Because I'm Happy” Celebration Singers 
   Rollo Dilworth  
  
 

Sermon “Dedicated to God” Pastor Rick 
 
 

*Hymn “Creator of the Water” (insert) 
 

From “Gifts of Love” by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, 1999 
To the tune “The Day of Resurrection” found on page #245 



 

 

*The Sacrament of Baptism (Remembering your baptism) 
 

Whether you have been baptized or not, you have been named and claimed 
by God.  God blesses and redeems you just as you are.  
 

Today, we celebrate the baptisms of everyone in the congregation: 
members and guests alike.  Pastor Rick will be inviting everyone who 
wishes to come forward via the center aisle to recall being named and 
claimed by God and to remember their baptism.     
 

Pastor Rick will give more instructions about how to proceed forward and 
participate in this ritual.   
 

If you have not been baptized, you are welcome to participate, as well.  
Come forward and when you are told to “remember your baptism,”  know 
that you are being reminded that God loves you and claims you, even if 
you have not participated in the Sacrament of Baptism.   
 

If you have not been baptized yet and wish to be baptized today,  you are 
invited to come up on the chancel with Pastor Rick and be baptized.  If you 
would like to schedule a baptism in the future, talk to Pastor Rick after 
worship. 
 

After everyone who wishes comes forward to participate, we will all rise 
and join together in our hymn, celebrating the ways God names us, claims 
us, and carries us through all the challenges of life.           

 
 

Meditation Hymn  “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry” #351 
 
 

Community Prayer & Silent Prayer 

 
 

The LORD’s Prayer    
 

In an effort to encourage inclusion, we suggest using the address  “Creator 
God” in our unison recitation of  The Lord’s Prayer.  You are certainly  
welcome to say “Our Father” instead of “Creator,” “Trespasses” instead of 
“debts,” or “Thy” instead of “Your” if you prefer. 

 

Creator God in heaven, hallowed be Your name.  Your kingdom 
come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this 
day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For Yours is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  
Amen.  

 
 

Sharing our Announcements of Community Life                      Pastor Rick 
 
 

Inclusion Moment “MLK Weekend” Pastor Rick 
 
 

Invitation to the Offering    

 

To give online text “GIVE” to 573.240.4041  
You can also give online by visiting our website:   

www.columbiaucc.com   
 



 

 

Offertory “Menuet” Steven Jannetti  
Jean-Philippe Rameau  

 

*Prayer of Dedication                            Lloyd Mickelson 
 

God, you name us, claim us, and called us beloved.  You bless us 
with abundance and challenge us to be servants of all.  With that in 
mind, we offer our gifts that we may not only be blessed, but also 
be blessings in your world.  Take these gifts and multiply them that 
they may be used in your service.  Amen.   

 
 

*Benediction      Pastor Rick 
 
 

*Response “Let There be Peace on Earth”  
    

Let there be Peace on Earth and Let it Begin with me! 
Let there be Peace on Earth; the Peace that was meant to be! 
With God our Creator, Children all are we! 
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony! 
 

Let Peace begin with me; let this be the moment now! 
With every step I take let this be my solemn vow: 
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally! 
Let there be Peace on Earth; and let it begin with me!  

 
 

*Postlude “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” Steven Jannetti 
  Williams/Hughes 

The United Church of Christ: 

“United in Christ’s Love, A Just World for All” 

“World peace must develop from inner peace. Peace is not 

just mere absence of violence. Peace is, I think, the 

manifestation of human compassion.”  

- Dalai Lama XIV 
 

“Peace is not something you wish for, it is something you 

make, something you are, something you do and something 

you give away. ”  

- Robert Fulghum 



 

 

Columbia United Church of Christ 

3201 1-70 Drive NW; Columbia, MO  65202 

 Phone:  573-445-7931    Pastor’s cell: 573.241.2027 

Website: www.columbiaucc.com 
 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Oberle    rick@columbiaucc.com 
Student Pastor:  Shelly Adams   shellyraeadams@gmail.com 
Admin. Assistant: MJ King/Alex Roper    office@columbiaucc.com  
Moderator:  Kurt Heine    heinekurt@gmail.com  
Music Coordinator:  Casey Wood  caseyseanwood@gmail.com 
Organist/Accompanist:  Steve Jannetti   steve.jannetti@yahoo.com   
LODO Director:  Erika Maltsbarger    littleonesdayout@yahoo.com 
Custodian: Caleb Berry    calebprenticeberry@gmail.com 

Pastor Emeritus:  Rev. Fred Brandenburg 
 

TODAY IN WORSHIP:  
Worship Leader:  Lloyd Mickelson 
Ushers:  Charlie Marcks & Mark Duncan 
Greeters: Mary Lorber 
Technology: Brent Marcks & Ted Dachroeden 
Hospitality: Sue Ann Schaefer & Ted Dachroeden 
Council Stewards: Sue Ann Schaefer & Ted Dachroeden 
NEXT SUNDAY IN WORSHIP:   
Worship Leader:  Sue Ann Schaefer 
Ushers:  Jim Loveless 
Greeters:  
Technology: Judi Privitt & Doug Privitt 
Hospitality:  Judi Privitt 
Council Stewards:   Judi Privitt 
 

COLUMBIA UCC CHURCH COUNCIL 
Moderator:               Kurt Heine  heinekurt@gmail.com  
Vice Moderator:  Jerry Kiesling  rollzierp50@gmail.com 
Secretary:                Alethea Tennill   atennill108@gmail.com  
Treasurer:                Sue Ann Schaefer ssas3307@aol.com 
Recording Treasurer:        Christine Staelens  tigersfour@gmail.com  
Building & Grounds:          Ted Dachroeden kings261@sbcglobal.net 
Fellowship & Hospitality:  Mary Lorber   eldercow@gmail.com 
Finance & Stewardship:    Keith Birkes  kbirkes4@gmail.com 
Inclusion & Affirmation: Tricia Price  tricialprice@gmail.com   
Little One’s Day Out:       Lorry Dreier  llhd01@gmail.com 
Membership & Care:        Judi Privitt  judiprivitt811@gmail.com 
Nurture & Education:      Pat Forward  pdforward@msn.com   
Outreach & Advocacy:      Mark Duncan  markduncan2@mchsi.com 
Worship & Music:              Mike Pierson        mike.pierson.1969@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Online giving 



 

 

ALL MUSIC (photocopied in the bulletin and reproduced on the video screen) 
is done so using onelicense.net:  License #A-727757 
 

NURSERY CARE is available for children in kindergarten and younger in 
room #201 in the educational wing.  If you need help finding it, ask an usher!  
 

ROOM AT THE INN 
Room at the Inn is open and looking for volunteers! If you would like to sign 
up, or for more information, talk to Shelly Adams. Thank you for volunteering!   
 

BOOK STUDY WITH PASTOR RICK – JANUARY/FEBRUARY 
We will be studying the acclaimed book “How to Fight Racism” by Jemar 
Tisby four Thursday evenings at 6:30 p.m. in January/February, starting 
January 18.  This book is about taking a stand for justice in our world today 
by confronting racial injustice.  Copies are available in the church office.  
The book is also available as an audio book through the Columbia Public 
Library online app.     
 

CHILI COOK-OFF 
Dust off your chili pot!  The Men’s Fellowship will host our annual Chili 
Cookoff NEXT SUNDAY, right after worship!  Bring your entries in, and vie 
for that golden ladle!  Everyone, plan on sticking around after worship that day 
to sample all of the entries and find out who wins!  There is a sign-up sheet in 
the rear of the Sanctuary.  Questions?  Talk to Doug Privitt or Brent Marcks. 
 

LOOKING AHEAD IN 2024 
Fastnacht is Tuesday, February 13, 2024, and the Men’s Fellowship Pancake 
Breakfast to benefit Habitat for Humanity is Saturday, February 24, 2024.     
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
  

Sun 1/14 Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
  Fellowship Time 10:00 a.m. 
  Worship (in person and livestream) 10:30 a.m. 
  MBSR Class in Fellowship Hall 
 

Mon 1/15 MLK Day– Church Office/LODO Closed 
  CUCC Serving at Loaves & Fishes 4:30 p.m. 
  Finance & Stewardship Ministry Team 6:30 p.m. 
 

Tue 1/16 Quilters 10:00 a.m. 
  Staff Meeting 10:30 a.m. 
  Council Executive Team 5:30 p.m. 
  Council Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
   

Wed 1/17 Pastor Rick leads worship at The Bluffs 10:00 a.m. 
  Chapel Ringers/Celebration Singers 6:00/7:00 p.m. 
 

Thu 1/18 Book Study in Fellowship Hall 6:30 p.m. 
 

Sun 1/21 Chili Cookoff 
  Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 
  Fellowship Time 10:00 a.m. 
  Worship (in person and livestream) 10:30 a.m. 
  Chili Cookoff 11:30 a.m. 
  MBSR Class in Fellowship Hall 1:00 p.m. 
  CUCC Youth to Escape Room 1:15 p.m. 



 

 

Columbia UCC Prayer List 
 

Please keep in your prayers this week . . . 
 

Jim Loveless . . . recovering from knee surgery 
Mike Rapp . . . recovering from surgery 

Shelly Adams . . . recovering from knee surgery 
Steve . . . challenges in life (Pastor Rick’s Cousin) 

 

Students and staff at Alpha Hart Lewis Elementary . . . our  partnership friend 
 

The People of Israel/Palestine 
  

Health Issues: 
Cliff Beckman, John Adams, Jim Elliott, Cheryl Cobb  

Neal Stumbo (Jean Strothmann’s nephew) 
Terry & Mike Freeman (friends of the Remeikas) 

Stephanie Porter (Phillip Neale’s niece) 

 

Sheila . . . challenges in life and faith 
The Koerkenmeier & Malicoat Families 

 

Living in Care Facilities: 
Bea Gordon, Neal Sprick, Gary Ehrhardt, Vernie Blank 

 

Living in Independent Living Facilities: 
Helen Graves, Don Privitt   

 

Serving us in the military:  
Christopher Tennill, Dane Wilson, Aaron Dachroeden, Jeffrey Sanderson 

 

If you try to fit God into your life, You will 

never have time for God. 

If you try to fit your life into God, You will 

always have time for what matters.   

CUCC celebrates God’s boundless love by:   

Welcoming all God’s Children; 

Nurturing Faith and Spiritual Growth; 

Challenging and inspiring everyone with vibrant worship; 

Building a supportive church family; 

Transforming both the congregation and community  

through service and outreach 













Columbia United Church of Christ

January 21 
11:30 a.m.

3201 I-70 Drive NW Columbia, MO 65202

Annual
Chili Cook-Off

Entries must be here by 10 a.m.
Everyone is welcome to eat

See Doug Privitt for more details


