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From the Pastorôs Keyboard . . .        ñQuestions of Faithò 
 

Last month, I did something I have never done before.  Stretching my comfort zone, I decided to not write a 
sermon one Sunday; instead, I let all of you write the sermon for me.  I solicitated questions from the 
congregation, and used those questions to format the ñsermon time.ò 
 

When I first thought about this, I envisioned a Phil Donahue type format, soliciting questions on the spot and 
attempting to address them to the best of my ability.  Luckily, I received wise counsel that another approach may 
be more beneficial.  So, I solicited questions via email during the course of the preceding week, and had time to do 
some research and thought before Sunday morning came along.  I was glad to receive this advice; I feel that both 
the questions asked and the way I addressed them benefitted by some time for reflection. 
 

The questions reflected much depth of thought.  Some were based on Biblical query such as ñHow do we know the 
words that are attributed to Jesus in the Gospels really came out of his mouth?ò (we donôt)  and ñWhy would God 
ask Abraham to kill his son, and what would you do if God asked the same of you?ò  Others had to do with 
misconceptions of Jesusô wisdom such as ñDid Jesus say, love the sinner, hate the sin?ò (this is found nowhere in 
the Bible, certainly not coming out of Jesusô mouth) or ñDid Jesus say, go and sin no more?ò (this is a mis-
translation of Jesusô indictment of the unjust systemic disenfranchisement of the day).  Some of the questions had 
to do with faith, such as questioning the relationship between faith and doubt, questioning the relationship between 
faith and works, and questioning the relationship between pain, suffering, and faith.  There were 14 questions 
posed to me prior to worship that Sunday morning, and two more received in worship.  If you want to check out 
how the questions were addressed, go to our You Tube Channel and check out that service. 
 

This exercise started me thinking about a few things.  First of all, I am reminded about how important it is to be 
open to trying new things, especially in Godôs service.  God is doing new things all over Columbia, and our 
congregation is right in the middle of it.  From the new opportunities at the Opportunity Center to new volunteer 
opportunities at the Food Bank Market, God has a new service opportunity waiting for you.  Maybe you want to 
work with children through respite care in the foster community, or advocate for a child through CASA.  Maybe 
you want to want to visit with Seniors in one of our area care facilities, or help with an activity.  There are many 
places right here in Columbia to be serving God in new and exciting ways. 
 

There are opportunities to try out new things here at CUCC as well.  Womenôs Fellowship and Menôs Fellowship 
are two groups that come to mind.  Both of these groups meet monthly, and are exciting opportunities to make 
new friends and help serve God in the world.  We have exciting teams making banners and prayer shawls, visiting 
homebound members, and even doing landscaping projects around the church.  This month, our Sunday School 
program is going to kick off (August 23) with a brand new focus and opportunities for growth.  We have a Youth 
Program that always needs chaperones (our first gathering is August 23) and a new Young Adult/College Student 
Ministry Program that would love your support (our first gathering is August 30).  There are many opportunities to 
do something new right here at CUCC. 
 

The other thought that struck me, preparing for this different type of sermon, was the 
importance of asking questions.  Socrates is cited as saying, ñthe unexamined life is not worth 
living.ò  This is true of faith as well.  The unexamined faith is not very strong.  Questioning 
your faith, asking questions of the truths that many have taken for granted for so long, helps to 
strengthen your faith.  Paul Tillich said that true belief requires the possibility of disbelief; and 
true faith always has room for questions. 
 

One other thought on this subjectï no church or pastor has all the answers. I made it clear that 
Sunday that I was addressing, not answering, the questions posed to me.  Questions of faith 
often lead to more questions, not answers; and that is where faith truly grows.  So keep asking 
questions, and share them with me when the mood strikes you.  We will do 
another ñQuestions of Faithò Sunday soon! -Pastor Rick 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=peur8bMNV9A


The Communicator ~ August 2026 ~  page 2 

News & Updates 

Columbia 
United Church  
of Christ 

 

3201 I-70 Drive NW 

Columbia, MO  65202 
 

Rev. Rick Oberle 
Pastor 

 

Rev. Fred Brandenburg 
Pastor Emeritus 

 

Mike Pierson 
Music Coordinator 

 

Alexandra Roper  
Office Administrator 

 

Sara Koenig 
Director, Little Oneôs Day Out 

 

Caleb Berry 
Custodian 

 

Sunday Schedule: 
 

9:00 a.m. Faith Education 

10:00 a.m. Fellowship Time 

10:30 a.m. Worship 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday through Friday 

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 

Phone: 

(573) 445-7931 
 

Email: 

office@columbiaucc.com 
 

Website: 

www.columbiaucc.com  

SAVE THE DATE - CROP WALK ON SEPTEMBER 20 
 

This yearôs CROP Hunger Walk will be held 
Sunday, September 20 at Stephens Lake Park.  Letôs 
make a showing with several walkers and try to 
recapture the trophy for most funds collected and the 
trophy for most walkers!  Good works done by good 
people.  Donôt be a bystander.  Sign up HERE to 
walk and/or donate.  If you have any questions, talk 
to Barry Kirchhoff. 

BUILDING UPDATES 
 

You may have noticed our new floor downstairs.  This beautiful dark grey 
concrete flooring was completed by The Concreterz.  This type of flooring 
is much less upkeep, physically and financially.  Some things to note about 
the floor: the floor can only be cleaned using water and a special ph neutral 
cleaner (our wonderful custodian, Caleb, will handle these deep cleanings), 
the floor may be slippery when wet, so use caution when it is raining or 
snowing outside, and there is a small ramp between the Fellowship Hall and 
the main part of the hallway, so use caution when passing through. 
 

We also have switched around some rooms over the summer!  The Youth 
Room is now upstairs at the very end of the hall, creating a cozy and fun 
vibe for our younger members. 
 

The LODO Office has taken place of the old Youth Room, downstairs in the 
Fellowship Hall.  This room has interior windows, allowing our LODO staff 
to keep an eye on everything going on during their school hours.  This also 
provides more room for supplies like books, shelves, the laminator, the 
printer, and shelves full of crafting materials. 
 

In place of the old LODO Office, is a new Conference Room!  This will 
double as a ñhistory roomò of sorts.  Here is where Ministry Team Meetings 
can take place and congregants can learn more about the Columbia UCC 
history through old scrapbooks, photo albums, and more! 
 

We are so excited to see how our church flourishes with these changes!  
Thank you to everyone who helped over the summer with the maintenance 
and moving. 

WORK DAY SUCCESS 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped with yard maintenance on July 11.  We 
successfully weeded the garden beds around the building and made progress 
on painting the Conference Room (formerly the LODO Office).  We could 
not do it without you.  If you enjoy maintaining a beautiful church or want 
to learn more about getting involved on the Building and Grounds team, 
contact Allen Posz.  We will be scheduling another work day in August, so 
watch your Friday emails for more information!   

mailto:rick@columbiaucc.com
mailto:mimibburg@gmail.com
mailto:mike.pierson.1969@gmail.com
mailto:office@columbiaucc.com
mailto:littleonesdayout@yahoo.com
mailto:calebprenticeberry@gmail.com
mailto:office@columbiaucc.com
http://www.columbiaucc.com
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/chw/team/columbia-ucc-2
mailto:barrykirchhoff@gmail.com
mailto:aposz76@gmail.com


The Communicator ~ August 2026 ~  page 3 

Moderatorôs Moment 

 COLUMBIA UCC CHURCH COUNCIL 

Moderator:       Jerry Kiesling  rollzierp50@gmail.com   

Vice Moderator:     Corinne Remeika  remeikas@tranquility.net  

Secretary:       Tricia Soncasie  tsoncasie@aol.com  

Treasurer:       Aimee Andersen  aca70re@gmail.com  

Recording Treasurer:    Christine Staelens tigersfour@gmail.com  

Building & Grounds:    Allen Posz   aposz76@gmail.com  

Fellowship & Hospitality:  Mary Lorber-Solt  eldercow@gmail.com  

Finance & Stewardship:   Sue Ann Schaefer ssas3307@aol.com 

Inclusion & Affirmation:  Ashley Ramirez  ashknight0628@gmail.com   

Little Oneôs Day Out:    Darla Privitt   12darlap3@gmail.com  
Membership & Care:    Judi Privitt   judiprivitt811@gmail.com  

Nurture & Education:  Jessica Lucas  jlucas@cpsk12.org   
Outreach & Advocacy:    Mahree Skala  skalamahree@yahoo.com  
Worship & Music:     Kitty Rogers   kittyrogers3@gmail.com    

Pastor:      Rev. Rick Oberle  rick@columbiaucc.com   

As August arrives, we begin looking ahead to one of the most  exciting times in the life of our church- Rally 
Day!  It marks the beginning of a new educational year, a time when we gather once again to learn, grow, and 
strengthen our faith together.  The words of the familiar hymn, "I Love to Tell the Story," remind us why 
Christian education is so important: 
 

"I love to tell the story, for those who know it best seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest." 
 

The story of God's love is one that never grows old. Every time we hear it, study it, or share it, we discover 
something new about God's grace and Godôs presence in our lives. 
 

Rally Day is an invitation for everyone- children, youth, and adults- to become part of that story through 
learning and fellowship.  Our educational ministries are not simply about gaining knowledge; they are about 
building relationships, asking questions, encouraging one another, and growing as disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 

For our children, Sunday School provides a foundation of faith that can guide them throughout their lives. 
Through Bible stories, music, crafts, and caring teachers, they learn that they are loved by God and valued by 
their church family.  For adults, Bible studies and educational opportunities offer the chance to deepen our 
understanding of Scripture, explore how faith applies to daily life, and continue growing spiritually.  No 
matter how long we've been Christians, there is always more to learn and new ways for God to speak to us. 
 

As we prepare for Rally Day, I encourage each of us to prayerfully consider how we can participate.  Whether 
you're returning to a familiar class, trying something new,  volunteering to teach or assist, 
or simply inviting a friend to join you, your presence helps strengthen our church 
community.  May this new educational year be filled with curiosity, meaningful 
conversations, faithful service, and the joy of discovering God's love together. Let us 
continue telling the greatest story ever told- not only with our words, but with the way we 
live our lives each day.   
 

I look forward to seeing you on Rally Day as we begin another 
wonderful year of learning, growing, and serving together in Christ. 
 

   RALLY DAY IS AUGUST 23 THIS YEAR 

Grace and Peace, 

Jerry Kiesling, 

Council Moderator 

mailto:rollzierp50@gmail.com
mailto:remeikas@tranquility.net
mailto:aca70re@gmail.com
mailto:tigersfour@gmail.com
mailto:aposz76@gmail.com
mailto:eldercow@gmail.com
mailto:ssas3307@aol.com
mailto:ashknight0628@gmail.com
mailto:12darlap3@gmail.com
mailto:judiprivitt811@gmail.com
mailto:jlucas@cpsk12.org
mailto:skalamahree@yahoo.com
mailto:kittyrogers3@gmail.com
mailto:rick@columbiaucc.com
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August Sunday Volunteer Schedule 

August Birthdays 

Date Greeter Ushers 
Worship 

Leader 
Tech Booth 

08/02 Jolene Kirchhoff 
Pat Forward 

Audrey Lasley 
Llona Weiss 

Brent Marcks 

Lorry Dreier 

08/09 Donna Marsh 
Phillip Neale 

Jessica Lucas 
Kennedy Lucas 

Ted Dachroeden 
Josh Muench 

08/16 Deb Meers 
Llona Weiss 

Mahree Skala 
Pat Forward 

John Graves 

Carissa Graves 

08/23 Jessica Lucas 
Joe Remeika 

Corrine Remeika 
Ashley Ramirez 

John Graves 

Carissa Graves 

08/30 Kitty Rogers 
John Muench 

Brenda Muench 
Judi Privitt 

Doug Privitt 

Lorry Dreier 

W×ĻīíĖ WĀĨŹĀĖãŨƋ-ƑƙƺƑƒ UíďįíŎ 2íŇŮĖŷíŎ-ƑƙƺƑƓ ®ŨĖ ¯×ďČíī-ƑƙƺƑƓ 

,ýĻãČ W×įďíŎ-ƑƙƺƑƔ UĀĕ ]×ĉŨī-ƑƙƺƑƕ SĻéĀ oīĀŇŲƋ-ƑƙƺƑƕ 

2Ā×Ėí ]×ōňíďŵ-ƑƙƺƑƖ BíŨīøí ¹ĀĕĖŎ-ƑƙƺƑƘ 2×ŇĀé @×ĻįƄ-ƑƙƺƑƙ 

6ŇíďŎĖ Bī×ãí-ƑƙƺƒƓ SíīŻŎ UĀíįďĀĖø-Ƒƙƺƒƕ 2×ŇĀé @Ũīň×īé Sīƭ-ƑƙƺƒƗ 

SĜí ríĕŮĀČ×-ƑƙƺƒƘ vý×īŨĖ ,īŨĻįŨīí-Ƒƙƺƒƙ ,ýíďįíŎ ]×īČň×Ŏ-Ƒƙƺƒƚ 

6ŇíīďíĀøý câíīďí-ƑƙƺƓƒ 6īĀã vãýĕĀƌíď-ƑƙƺƓƒ v×ĕĻíď 2ĻĖã×Ė-ƑƙƺƓƗ 

,×īȨ vŧȨď-ƑƙƺƓƗ SȨíĖŮ UĀīãýűŨ÷ů-ƑƙƺƓƘ  éīĀ×ĖŪ ^Āíĕ×Ė-ƑƙƺƓƙ 

W×ĻīĀí @īíň-ƑƙƺƓƚ  ĖéĀí r×ĨŹ-ƑƙƺƓƚ  ĖĀƄ× v×ĖéíīįŨĖ-ƑƙƺƓƚ 

SŨýĖ +×ō-ƑƙƺƔƑ 6ďĀ×į ¯×ďČíī-ƑƙƺƔƑ +íãČŎ ¯íįƄŨĖ-ƑƙƺƔƒ 
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Columbia UCC Council Minutes 

The June Council Meeting was on June 16, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.  We started with dinner. Pastor Rick opened 
with a prayer at 6:08 p.m.  Jerry reviewed the dishes on the table, and we all enjoyed a wonderful meal.  The 
meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Jerry Keisling.   Present: Kitty Rogers, Jerry Kiesling, Darla Privitt, 
Jessica Lucas, Corinne Remeika, Mahree Skala, Sue Ann Schaefer, Deborah Long-Birkes, Christine Staelens, 
Allen Posz, Ashley Ramirez, Judi Privitt, Mary Lorber-Solt, Rick Oberle, and Aimee Andersen. 
 

Council Orientation: 
§ Everyone introduced themselves and answered a Hot topic Question.  Rick reviewed the Google Drive and 
whatôs on it, how to access it.  Then he reviewed the job descriptions for the council positions and the 
Opening Steward duties.   

§ Jerry talked about the book, 50 Ways to Develop Leaders in the Church.  Are there ways to develop 
synergies within teams?  Donôt be afraid to work together!   

§ Rick talked about the Sunday Volunteer sign up.  If each committee member signs up 8 times a year then 
every spot would be covered. 

§ Administrative reminders:  Sunday bulletins are printed on Wednesday at noon.  Communicator articles 
are due on the 20th.  Budget requests for each ministry team are due by Sept 1.   

§ The Council book study for this year will be Recreating The Church by Richard L Hamm.   
§ Visioning for the 2026-27 Council year.  Consider visiting each Team, at their monthly meeting or by 
talking one-on-one with members.  Get familiar with the goals for your Teamé think about how you 
might work with others to meet them.  Next year goals will be finalized at the November meeting, with the 
budget.  Also think about church members who would make good Team members in the coming year.   
The work of the Council should be taken back to your Team. 

§ A motion was made (Mary) and seconded (Corinne) to approve the May Council minutes; motion passed.  
 

Unfinished Business: 
§ Ongoing building projects were reviewed by Allen.  Still need a new light for the sign.  Roof & flooring 
are done/being done.  For the solar project, we waiting to hear when it will be our turn. 

§ Scheduling opportunities this summer: each Sunday from 9 a.m. - 10 a.m. there will be time to do a 
presentation to the congregation.  If you have an idea, sign up on the sheet. 

§ Juneteenth: email sent out to congregation.  1 opening left.  Mahree encouraged us all to attend the parade. 
§ Organist update: there is a Mizzou student who has agreed to be the organist, similar to the Section 
Leaders.  He will start in August. 

 

New Business: 
§ Listening devices: proposal to spend $1,300 on new listening devices in the Sanctuary (30 day trial), Mike 
will provide training on a Sunday morning.  All unanimously approved.  

§ Financial review: policy adopted unanimously. 
§ Church work day: inside and outside; inside should be done before LODO starts again.  Jerry will 
coordinate with Allen.  

§ Rally Day: Aug 23.  
§ Ministry teams fair: Sept 13. 
§ CoMo Mission Experience: Food will need to be provided on June 27th from 6-8 
p.m. and July 9th 6:30-8:30 p.m.  Need 3-4 people to volunteer each night.  

§ Conference Events: Western Association Meeting in Springfield, MO on September 
19 and the Annual Gathering in St. Charles, MO on November 6 and 7. 

 
Pastors report, Financial report, and Ministry Team 
reports are attached.  June through August should be used 
as ñplanning months.ò  A motion was made (Ashley) and 
seconded (Judi) to adjourn; motion passed.  Meeting 
adjourned at 8:18 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Aimee Anderson, 

Church Council 

Secretary 
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Finance & Stewardship Ministry Team 

Financial Update 

  Actual Budget Over/(Under) 

June Income $23,123.65 $27,912.47 ($4,788.82) 

June Expenses $31,586.22 $33,817.58 ($2,231.36) 

YTD Income $163,505.11 $168,621.61 ($5,116.50) 

YTD Expenses $206,938.21 $203,177.48 $3,760.73 

Surplus/(Deficit) ($43,433.10) ($34,555.87) ($8,877.23) 

    

June Joyful Giving $22,274.65 $26,972.47 ($4,697.82) 

YTD Joyful Giving $156,923.12 $157,981.61 ($1,058.49) 

There are many ways you can support CUCC.  Joyful giving is what we depend on for our day to day 
expenses and it is the immediate life blood of our church.  Capital campaigns are very important when we 
have an irregular significant financial need like our sanctuary remodel several years ago.  Special offerings 
support recurring needs of our local, state, and national activities. 
 

A very important relatively new project is our Endowment Fund.  This fund was approved by our Church to 
stabilize our financial condition in the event of significant shortfalls in giving in others areas.  Most churches, 
colleges, and other not for profit organizations ask their supporters to make planned contributions in order to 
allow stability and growth apart from regular annual contributions.  One important way to contribute is 
through your estate planning by making provision in your Will or Trust to leave CUCC a gift at the end of 
your life.  Another option would be regular annual contributions beyond Joyful Giving.  Our objective is to 
raise two million dollars and when we reach $500,000 we can start using a portion of 
the funds earnings to support unforeseen needs. We encourage you to seriously 
consider making a contribution to the Endowment Fund and any member of the 
Finance and Stewardship Ministry team committee will be happy to visit with you 
and answer your question. 
 

Always of essential importance is the Time and Talent 
that we all contribute to our Church.  Without those 
contributions we could never accomplish our mission. 
 

Thank you very much for all each and every one of us 
contribute!  

Respectfully Submitted,  
Barry Kirchhoff, 

Finance & Stewardship 
Ministry Team Member 
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Inclusion and Affirmation Ministry Team 

I am a mother who lost her son to homelessness.  Nicholas was on the street because of his violent nature, 
mostly due to schizophrenia, complicated later by his meth addiction.  It sickens me when I have to endure 
comments about lazy panhandlers who refuse to work.  Freeloaders stealing from the government and 
taxpayers, creating unsightly encampments that have to be disassembled every few months.  
 
Okay, I do understand the fuel for these complaints, but the situation is so much more complex.  Locally, 
around 67% of unhoused meet the criteria for schizophrenia or bipolar disorder.  These are most likely the 
ones we see on the street, talking to themselves or displaying destructive behavior.  Further, itôs estimated that 
between 25% to 40% of nationwide homeless adults use substances or have an addiction.  The same study 
shows that this behavior is generally a coping mechanism for enduring life on the streets and usually not the 
initial cause of it.  
 
Columbiaôs 320 unhoused are ófortunateô because 60% of those surveyed can live in local shelters or hotels. 
Although many report feeling hungry most of the time, our Loaves and Fishes provides one hot meal a day, 
and Room at the Inn, evening and morning snacks.  Sadly, only half of those eligible successfully access 
SNAP benefits, partially due to being unable to fill out forms to maintain them.  Recent federal cuts have 
reduced the number of people qualifying. 
 
This situation will only worsen as these same cuts are causing more folks to lose housing.  Depressing, but 
your compassion and engagement can impact the situation positively.  Aside from advocating for systemic 
change and choosing candidates who support the disadvantaged, you can engage directly.  Here is a list of 
places where you can volunteer your time and/or donate money regularly: 
 
§ The new VAC Opportunity Campus will house New Day Columbia (formerly Turning Point), Loaves and 
Fishes, Waypoint Shelter (formerly Room at the Inn), and medical clinics for physical and mental health 
needs. 

§ Show-Me Central Habitat Restore accepts items that can be repurposed for Habitat for Humanity. 
§ Salvation Army Harbor House provides emergency shelter, showers, three meals a day, and holistic case 
management to single women, men, and families.  Salvation Army thrift shops especially help veterans. 

§ Love Columbia offers transitional housing, financial/career coaching, and operates "The Love Seat," 
which provides furniture, clothing, and household goods at a discount. 

§ CoMo Mobile Aid Collective gives out survival supplies, hygiene items, basic first aid, and pet care. 
§ City of Refuge helps refugees navigate a new life in mid-Missouri by providing relational care, education, 
and development. 

§ Up to Good (formerly Upscale Resale) is a thrift store where proceeds go to the Assistance League of Mid
-Missouri. 

§ The Wardrobe allows people with vouchers to choose free clothing.  They accept donations. 
 
So the next time you hear people voicing negative opinions about the less fortunate, try to have a conversation 
about the complexity of the problem.  Or perhaps remind them that for you and me, it's just another day in 
paradise. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Patty Beeson, 

Inclusion and Affirmation Team Member 

https://www.vacmo.org/capital-campaign/
https://www.vacmo.org/capital-campaign/
https://www.facebook.com/comoturningpoint/
https://lovecolumbia.org/resources/v1gl282j94eyj8d6ypud44ial592l5
https://lovecolumbia.org/resources/v1gl282j94eyj8d6ypud44ial592l5
https://www.showmehabitat.org/shop-the-restore
http://centralusa.salvationarmy.org/midland/columbia/
https://lovecolumbia.org/
https://comomobileaid.org/
https://cityofrefugecolumbia.org/
https://www.facebook.com/UPscaleResale.UPtoGood/
https://thewardrobecomo.squarespace.com/
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LODO Ministry Team 

Greetings!  I am excited about the opportunity to rejoin the LODO ministry team, this time as its Chair.  I 
taught 30 years for the Moberly Public Schools Early Childhood program, so working with LODO is right up 
my alley!  August is an exciting time for LODO, as final preparations are made to begin the new school 
year!  This year has some added excitement, as infant care is now available for the first time in LODO 
history.  Our LODO director, Sara Koenig, does a great job listening to parents, and a need that came up time 
and time again was infant care.  That started the ball rolling, and through diligent research and planning, plus 
some meetings with licensing for childcare, Sara got it done!  She has been working hard this summer 
purchasing needed items and equipment for the infant room.  Another need for the older students has also 
been met.  The LODO plus program has extended its hours from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  As of our last meeting 
in June, enrollment was already up by 49%! 
 

At the time I am writing this, we have just finished another successful round of VBS.  Volunteering for those 
2 nights reminded me of how much delight can come from volunteering your time and talents with these 
young ones!  Being a former Early Childhood teacher, I also know how much joy visitors can bring to these 
students.  They are always excited about visitors, and love to see what new and novel 
opportunities they may bring!  If you ever feel that urge to volunteer your time and talents 
to LODO, please do!  If you have a special talent, passion, or knowledge to pass on, the 
children are eager to learn.  Cooking, music, storytelling, basic science, crafts, animals, so 
many subjects!  You will bring a spark to these young ones with your visit, as well as 
bringing yourself joy.  If nothing else, please take time to pray for the students and staff at 
the start of this new school year.  It takes a lot of work to 
get that ball rolling again, and then keep the wheels turning 
smoothly!  Thank you. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Darla Privitt 

LODO Ministry Chair 

Happy August!  Back-to-school season is right around the corner, and there's still time to enroll for the 2026ï
2027 school year!  If you're interested in enrolling your student, please email LODO.Sara.Koenig@gmail.com 
to schedule a tour.   
 

Looking for ways to support LODO this school year?  There are many opportunities to get involved!   
§ Volunteer in a classroom and share your special talents with our students. 
§ Help at parent engagement events.  Sign-up opportunities will be posted on the community board once 
event dates are announced. 

§ Donate monetary gifts or much-needed classroom and craft supplies, including: 
§ Glue sticks 
§ Markers 
§ Crayons 
§ Notebooks 
§ Pencils 
§ Pens 
§ Dry-erase markers 
§ Construction paper 

 

Encourage our teachers by creating thoughtful notes with words of encouragement to help 
them start the school year on a positive note.  The possibilities are endless, and every 
contribution makes a difference!  If you'd like to support LODO in any way, please reach 
out to me at LODO.Sara.Koenig@gmail.com.  We look 
forward to seeing everyone and having you be a part of 
another wonderful school year! 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sara Koenig, 

LODO Director 

mailto:lodo.sara.koenig@gmail.com
mailto:lodo.sara.koenig@gmail.com
mailto:lodo.sara.koenig@gmail.com
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Membership & Care Ministry Team 

Iôm writing this article as we just finished celebrating our nationôs 250th anniversary.  That is certainly 
something to pause and reflect upon.  We are a country of political divisiveness.  Exclusion, safety concerns, 
and climate change give us all reasons to be anxious and lose sleep.  But letôs pause. 
 

Whether you Pause to Color, pause to sing and/or ring a joyful noise to the Lord, pause to serve a meal to the 
unhoused, pause to pack items at the Food Bank, pause to visit a homebound member, 
pause to flip pancakes for Habitat for Humanity, pause to quilt or knit, or pause to 
ensure the churchôs finances are in order and the building is clean and safe - know that 
we are united in our love of God and Christ and of being the church. 
 

The Membership and Care Team would like you to pause and share with us 
suggestions and/or needs that we can pause and work together 
and meet.  Thank you for all that you do for the church and for 
our presence in the community. 
 

Pauseé and smile. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jolene Kirchhoff 

Membership & Care   
Ministry Team Member 

Pastoral Relations Committee 

The Pastoral Relations Committee, composed of Kristy Hayward, Sue Ann Schaefer, and Mark Duncan, met 
with Pastor Rick on June 30.  We completed the Pastoral Review which is done annually.  We discussed the 
goals of the past year and year ahead and discussed the assessment of the pastorôs personal involvement, 
leadership, and strengths.  We appreciate the ongoing work with the Church Council and our pastorôs 
leadership to make Columbia United Church of Christ a vibrant ministry and a community of faith making an 
impact. 
 

We meet throughout the year in an effort to share open communication.  We appreciate input and want to 
share ideas on how we continue to support each other in the congregation and Pastor Rickôs 
leadership.  Thanks to all who work to make Columbia United Church of Christ a community of faith 
supporting each other and making an impact beyond the place we gather. 

Fellowship & Hospitality Ministry Team 

Greetings one and all!  I hope this finds everyone staying cool and hydrated during these dog days of summer.  
Even my honey bees are drinking more water, and bearding outside their hives (clustering and using their 
wings to fan the hive body, regulating the inside temperature).  Amazing little creatures, 
always working to help the hive.  Our church has so many wonderful people who work to 
keep things going, growing, and glowing.  And I would just like to thank everyone for 
their time, talent and effort.  Our next big event coming up is Rally Day, August 23!  
Not sure what the menu will be (depends on how the fish are 
biting in the next month- LOL,) but you know it will be a fun 
and delicious time!  Hope to see you there!  Until next time, 
bee thankful, bee kind, bee respectful, and always bee 
yourself!  

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Lorber-Solt 

Fellowship and Hospitality   
Ministry Team Chair 
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Nurture & Education Ministry Team 
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Outreach & Advocacy Ministry Team 

Our good work at the Food Bank will resume at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, August 25.  Weôll 
also collect a special offering on August 30, the 5th Sunday of the month.  The Food 
Bank for Central and NE Missouri acquires millions of pounds of food each year and 
partners with 345 schools, food pantries, soup kitchens, shelters etc. to distribute it.  They 
serve over 100,000 people each month! They can really stretch the food dollars we 
donate through donations and a nationwide purchasing network, so letôs give generously 
to help our hungry neighbors. 

Our first month at the new Opportunity Campus went very well!  It was busy and I really 
appreciate all of the volunteers that were there to help!  We served spaghetti, pasta with 
alfredo sauce and broccoli, applesauce, bread, and brownies.  Mary and Audrey each 
made two pans of spaghetti and Judi made two pans of vegetarian spaghetti.  We had a 
donation from the Nurture and Education team of noodles, spaghetti sauce, alfredo sauce, 
and garlic bread that was leftover from VBS.  Thank you so much!  
 

Brownies were made and donated by Brenda Muench, Mona Dachroeden, Sue Ann 
Schaefer, Lorry Dreier, Pat Forward, Tricia Soncasie, Gail Marriott, Darla Privitt, Jolene Kirchhoff, and 
Carolyn Malicoat.  Mahree Skala and Jessica Jenks made and provided the peanut butter & jelly sandwiches. 
Servers/dishwashers for the evening were Tim & Tricia Soncasie, Doug & Judi Privitt, Gail Marriott, Tom & 
Mary Lorber, Debby (Mary's sister), Wendy Vandegriffe, and Darla Privitt.  We had  approximately 206 
servings with 160 of those being firsts. 

FESTIVAL OF SHARING 08/30  - MO READING AND WRITING 
 

Festival of Sharing supports projects and programs that help our neighbors experience full and healthy lives.  
This year we will be supporting the Missouri Reading and Writing Packs that will be a part of one of seven 
ShareFest events around Missouri.  Bags will be available starting August 16 and we will collect them through 
August 30.  Please pick up a bag in the Gathering Area and fill it up to support Missouri school children.  
Thank you for sharing! 
 

Estimated pack value is $15. 
 

Instructions: Place smaller items in the pencil holder and place in a 2-2.5 
gallon zipper storage bag that is provided. Place completed packs in 
boxes labeled with ñMissouri Reading and Writing Packò and the 
quantity on the exterior. 4 folders with pockets zipper pencil holder 1 
large eraser 2 ink pens (medium point) 6 new pencils with erasers 1 box 
of 10 markers (only 10) 1 pair of child-sized metal scissors 1 box of 24 
crayons (only 24) 2, 70 or 80 page spiral or tape bound notebooks. 

A draft Creation Justice Covenant was shared at the July 12 Lunch & Learn, and the team 
appreciates the excellent comments and suggestions received.  The same draft is included 
in this issue on the next page and we encourage you to send comments to Mike Williams, 
Mahree Skala or Pastor Rick.  The team will meet later in August to incorporate 
revisions.  When finalized, it will be presented for approval to the Council and the 
congregation as a whole.  Let us know what you think!  Together, we can become a 
Creation Justice Congregation!   


