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From the Pastorôs Keyboard . . .        ñFreedomò 
 

This month, the United States will be celebrating the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, what is considered to be the founding document of our nation.  This declaration explains why the 
thirteen original colonies considered themselves to be independent sovereign states, no longer subject to British 
Colonial Rule.  With the signing of this declaration, the United States officially was birthed as a nation, to the 
dismay of their British occupiers. 
 

The text of the document includes a vision of freedom for all of Godôs children.  We are all familiar with the 
words, ñWe hold these truths to be self evident; that all (men) are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.ò  This 
vision of freedom, articulated by the founders of this country, became the guiding vision for successive 
generations; but certainly, that vision was not an immediate reality.  Immediate freedom was only realized by 
white men of Anglo descent who owned land.  Women, Black men, Asians, Native Americans, even some 
German and Irish immigrants were excluded because of their sex, race, or ethnicity.  In 1776, ñallò did not really 
hold true for ñall.ò 
 

But the vision of those founders was ñfreedom for all.ò  Visions are goals.  They are not immediate happenings, 
they are not current reality.  Visions are ideas of what could be; visions are inspiration for hopeful folks to work 
towards.  Visions generate inspiration, perspiration, and determination.  Visions give us the possibility of a better 
tomorrow.   
 

The vision of 1776 came a bit closer to reality on June 19, 1865 when Major General Gordon Granger liberated 
the last stronghold of enslaved human beings in Galveston, Texas.  ñJuneteenthò is the vision of 1776, brought to 
fruition.  That vision of 1776 came a bit closer to reality on August 18, 1920 when women gained the right to vote.  
The womenôs suffragist movement is the vision of 1776, brought to fruition.  The vision of 1776 came a bit closer 
to reality with the passage of the Civil Rights acts of 1964 and 1968, the elimination of laws discriminating against 
interracial marriage in 1967, the Equal Credit Act of 1974 that allowed women to own credit cards, and the 2015 
Supreme Court decision allowing marriage equality for all.  All of these progressive steps in our nationôs history 
were steps towards making that July 4, 1776 vision of freedom for all of Godôs children a reality. 
 

Last month, as we celebrated Juneteenth, CUCC had a booth at the Juneteenth party in Douglass Park for the first 
time ever.  We also supported the Juneteenth parade, and publicized other Juneteenth happenings around town.  As 
we did, it struck me how closely Juneteenth and Independence Day walk hand in hand.  July 4, 1776 was about 
freedom articulated; Juneteenth is about freedom realized.  July 4, 1776 was about a vision of freedom for all; 
Juneteenth was about those July 4th dreams being fulfilled.  If one truly supports the ideals of July 4, 1776, one 
must also support Juneteenth and the other freedoms I mentioned above.  The Declaration of Independence and the 
spirit of 1776 makes it clear, that freedom for all, Juneteenth, is a truth that we hold to be self evident.     
 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King once commented that ñthe moral arc of the universe is long, but it bends towards 
justice.ò  Sometimes, it takes a long time for that arc to bend.  The vision penned on 
parchment in 1776 still has not been fully lived into in our current context as systemic racism, 
homophobia, toxic nationalism, and misogyny are still dangling the idea of freedom over the 
heads of many for whom it is denied; a ñself evident truthò that is just beyond their reach.  But 
the narrative that is consistent in the scriptures of our traditions is that Godôs vision of justice 
will prevail, if Godôs people continue to have hope.  Godôs vision of liberty for all of Godôs 
children will be a reality, if we continue to do the work. 
 

ñWe hold these truths to be self evident; that all are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness.ò   May the spirit of 1776 be a vision for all of Godôs 
children, no matter who they are or where they are on lifeôs journey.   -Pastor Rick 
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MOBILITY WORLDWIDE - HEARTS FOR CARTS - 7/12 
 

Mobility Worldwide is an amazing international ministry based here in 
Columbia, which provides sturdy, hand-propelled carts for people with leg 
disabilities. Mobility opens up a world of possibilities, including 
opportunities to earn income and participate more fully in family and social 
life. 
 

Mobility Worldwideôs Hearts for Carts Fundraiser is July 12 starting at 
12:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. at the MU Health Car Pavilion at 1707 W. Ash 
St.  As a church, we have decided to sponsor and decorate two carts for a 
total of $850.  To donate to our sponsorship of these carts, CLICK HERE.  
For the event, adult tickets are $20 each, student tickets are $10 each, and 
kids under 10 are free.  There will be live music, food trucks, and drinks.   

SAVE THE DATE - CROP WALK ON SEPTEMBER 20 
 

This yearôs CROP Hunger Walk will be held 
Sunday, September 20 at Stephens Lake Park.  Letôs 
make a showing with several walkers and try to 
recapture the trophy for most funds collected and the 
trophy for most walkers!  Good works done by good 
people.  Donôt be a bystander.  Any questions, talk 
to Barry Kirchhoff. 

QUILTERS RAFFLE WINNER 
 

Congratulations to Alethea Tennill for becoming the proud owner of a ñlog 
cabinò quilt made by Jessica Jenks and quilted by the CUCC Quilters.  The 
raffle brought in $550, which will be donated to the 2026 Festival of 
Sharing.  Thank you to all who participated. 

QUESTIONS OF FAITH 
 

Got a question?  Bring it to church on July 19!  That will be our ñQuestions 
of Faithò Sunday where Pastor Rick will be addressing questions posed by 
you, the congregation.   
 

There will be no sermon that dayï the entire sermon time will revolve 
around whatever questions you ask.  This is not ñtrick the pastorò timeï it is 
for honest questions that have been bugging you about God, Jesus, the 
Bible, church history, denominational practices, or other aspects of faith.   
 

Questions will be ñaddressedò but not necessarily ñanswered.ò  Often, 
questions of faith lead to more questions, more study, more 
discussion at a later date.  The more you question your 
faith, the stronger your faith becomes.  Bring your questions
ï and we will build our faith together!        

mailto:rick@columbiaucc.com
mailto:mimibburg@gmail.com
mailto:mike.pierson.1969@gmail.com
mailto:office@columbiaucc.com
mailto:littleonesdayout@yahoo.com
mailto:calebprenticeberry@gmail.com
mailto:office@columbiaucc.com
http://www.columbiaucc.com
https://giftofmobility.org/
https://www.kindridgiving.com/APP/GIVING/CUCC
mailto:barrykirchhoff@gmail.com
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Moderatorôs Moment 

 COLUMBIA UCC CHURCH COUNCIL 

Moderator:       Jerry Kiesling  rollzierp50@gmail.com   

Vice Moderator:     Corinne Remeika  remeikas@tranquility.net  

Secretary:       Aimee Andersen  aca70re@gmail.com  

Treasurer:       Deborah Long Birkes dlong@elon.edu   

Recording Treasurer:    Christine Staelens tigersfour@gmail.com  

Building & Grounds:    Allen Posz   aposz76@gmail.com  

Fellowship & Hospitality:  Mary Lorber-Solt  eldercow@gmail.com  

Finance & Stewardship:   Sue Ann Schaefer ssas3307@aol.com 

Inclusion & Affirmation:  Ashley Ramirez  ashknight0628@gmail.com   

Little Oneôs Day Out:    Darla Privitt   12darlap3@gmail.com  
Membership & Care:    Judi Privitt   judiprivitt811@gmail.com  

Nurture & Education:  Jessica Lucas  jlucas@cpsk12.org   
Outreach & Advocacy:    Mahree Skala  skalamahree@yahoo.com  
Worship & Music:     Kitty Rogers   kittyrogers3@gmail.com    

Pastor:      Rev. Rick Oberle  rick@columbiaucc.com   

ñBlessed be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 
The sharing of a common life 
Is like to that aboveò 
-John Fawcett, 1782 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
This past year Eloy and I said goodbye to three very significant people in our lives.  Your cards, visits, prayers 
and the many kind things you said brought us deep comfort in a time of sorrow.  It reminded me, again and 
again, of how we live out Christôs call to be a caring community. 
 
Each week I witness the many ways we care for one another- offering rides, delivering meals, sitting with 
someone who needs company, and stepping in with practical help when life changes in ways we could never 
imagine.  Those acts of love and service, for joys and for losses, are the daily witness of our faith. 
 
Jesus calls us to love one another as he has loved us (John 13:34ï35).  That command shapes everything we 
do: to bear one anotherôs burdens, to rejoice and weep together, and to be a visible sign of Godôs compassion 
in our neighborhood and beyond. 
 
The hymn ñBlest Be the Tie That Bindsò always brings this calling to my heart.  Its words 
of fellowship, sympathy, and unity remind me that our bonds in Christ are both blessing 
and responsibility- to hold one another up, to grieve together, and to celebrate new life and 
hope. 
 
Thank you for living this calling with such faithfulness.  As your 
moderator, I am grateful for each of you and pray that we 
continue to be a community marked by love, compassion, and 
the presence of Christ in all we do. 

Grace and Peace, 

Jerry Kiesling, 

Council Moderator 

mailto:rollzierp50@gmail.com
mailto:remeikas@tranquility.net
mailto:aca70re@gmail.com
mailto:dlong@elon.edu
mailto:tigersfour@gmail.com
mailto:aposz76@gmail.com
mailto:eldercow@gmail.com
mailto:ssas3307@aol.com
mailto:ashknight0628@gmail.com
mailto:12darlap3@gmail.com
mailto:judiprivitt811@gmail.com
mailto:jlucas@cpsk12.org
mailto:skalamahree@yahoo.com
mailto:kittyrogers3@gmail.com
mailto:rick@columbiaucc.com
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June Sunday Volunteer Schedule 

June Birthdays 

Date Greeter Ushers 
Worship 

Leader 
Tech Booth 

07/05 Donna Marsh 
Audrey Lasley 

Mary Lorber-Solt 
Lydia Whitacre 

Brent Marcks 

Ted Dachroeden 

07/12 Carol Duermeyer 
Llona Weiss 

Pat Forward 
Mahree Skala  

07/19 Pat Forward 
Jerry Kiesling 

Jessica Lucas 

Sue Ann 
Schaefer 

Josh Muench 

Lorry Dreier 

07/26 Deborah Long-Birkes 
Mahree Skala 

Phillip Neale 
Jessica Lucas 

Carissa Graves 

John Graves 

G×īŻŎ +íãČíƋ-ƑƘƺƑƓ ]×īįýĀ× +íãČĕ×Ėŷ-ƑƘƺƑƔ UĻīƄ GíĀĖí-ƑƘƺƑƗ 

WĀĖé× 6Ň×Ėį-ƑƘƺƑƙ ]ĀČí oĀíīįŨĖ-ƑƘƺƑƙ  ďíō |íĖŷĀďŵ-ƑƘƺƑƙ 

 Ėŷ×âíďŵí ®íƄŮƄŠ-ƑƘƺƑƚ o×īČíī Bī×ãí-ƑƘƺƒƑ ,ŨīĀĖŷí ríĕŮĀČ×-ƑƘƺƒƜ 

SŠ 6ďŵíĖ Bī×ãí-ƑƘƺƒƓ WĀďŵŎ×Ėŷ WíĖŽŒ-ƑƘƺƒƓ WĀĖé× ^í×ďí-ƑƘƺƒƔ 

Bī×ãí ¯ĀďŵĀ×ĕį-ƑƘƺƒƔ S×ãČ G×ďŵ-ƑƘƺƒƕ SĀĕ WŨŇíďŮįż-ƑƘƺƒƖ 

SŨýĖ ]ĻíĖãý-ƑƘƺƒƖ SŨýĖ Bī×Ňíį-ƑƘƺƒƘ  é×ĕ ®íƄŮƄŠ-ƑƘƺƒƘ 

]×īįý× oŨįŒ-ƑƘƺƒƙ výíďŵŎ  é×ĕį-ƑƘƺƒƚ B×īŎ 6ýīű×īéŧ-ƑƘƺƒƚ 

G×īŻĀįŨĖ UíĀŧý×űĖ-ƑƘƺƓƔ  ĻéīíŎ W×įďíŎ-ƑƘƺƓƔ 2ŨīŠŧýŎ ¯ĀďŵĀ×ĕį-ƑƘƺƓƔ 

6īĀĖ ]×īČň×Ŏ-ƑƘƺƓƕ   
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Columbia UCC Council Minutes 

The meeting was called to order at 6:35 p.m. by Jerry Keisling.  Pastor Rick opened with a prayer.  Present: 
Jerry Kiesling, Corinne Remeika, Lena Muench via zoom, Ted Dachroeden, Deborah Long-Birkes, Christine 
Staelens, Ashley Ramirez, Kristin Veteto, Judi Privitt, Mahree Skala, Edie Diel, Rick Oberle, and Alethea 
Tennill.  Also present were Darla Privitt, Mary Lorber-Solt, and Aimee Andersen.  A motion was made and 
seconded to approve the agenda; motion passed.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the April 
Council minutes; motion passed. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
ď Sunday Volunteer sign up: review the link and sign up when you can.  If each committee member signs up 
eight times a year then every spot would be covered. 

ď Ongoing building projects were reviewed by Ted. We still need a new light for the sign; waiting on our 
turn for the Solar project; we are still waiting on a reply from the insurance company to see if they will 
cover any of the repair for the flat roof replacement. 

ď Visioning and Strategic Planning: reviewed the updated plans and 2026 goals. 
ď Time and Talent Sheets: made sure that those who expressed an interest in a team got connected with the 
Team Chairs. 

ď Evaluation of Annual Congregational Meeting: good presentations overall. Things to consider for next 
year: providing child care, are there ways to shorten the meeting without skimping on content? Maybe 
start while folks are eating. 

ď LODO office moving to youth room was discussed and approved. 
ď Scholarship applications & disbursement of funds was discussed and approved. 
ď Scheduling opportunities this summer: each Sunday from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. there will be time to do a 
presentation to the congregation.  If you have an idea, sign up on the sheet. 

 
New Business: 
ď Juneteenth/Pride month opportunities were discussed by Ashley and Pastor Rick. 
ď Organist update: Edie and Pastor Rick have been exploring options for the new organist, including 
partnering with a school. 

ď June Council Meeting will be an orientation for new council members. We will meet at 6 p.m. with food 
provided. 

 
Pastorôs Report was presented.  Financials were presented.  Pastor Rick closed us in prayer.  Motion to 
adjourn by Ashley Ramirez, second by Mahree Skala.  Meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Aimee Anderson, 

Church Council 

Secretary 
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THREE WAYS TO GIVE ONLINE TO CUCC 
 

1. Click on this link (or type into your web browser):    https://www.kindridgiving.com/app/giving/cucc 

2. Visit our CUCC website:  www.columbiaucc.com and click on the ñDonate to CUCCò button. 

3. Text ñGIVEò to 573-240-4041 and follow the prompts to set up your one time or recurring gift. 

Finance & Stewardship Ministry Team 

Financial Update 

  Actual Budget Over/(Under) 

May Income $21,601.45 $27,912.47 ($6,311.02) 

May Expenses $35,731.73 $29,021.83 $6,709.90 

YTD Income $140,381.46 $140,709.14 ($327.68) 

YTD Expenses $175,351.99 $169,359.90 $5,992.09 

Surplus/(Deficit) ($34,970.53) ($28,650.76) ($6,319.77) 

    

May Joyful Giving $19,756.45 $26,972.47 ($7,216.02) 

YTD Joyful Giving $134,648.47 $131,009.14 $3,639.33 

Have you remembered Columbia United Church of Christ in your will?  What a great way to leave a legacy 
that keeps on making an impact in the world!  If you have any questions about how to do this, contact 
Deborah Birkes, Paula Wilson, or another member of the CUCC Finance & Stewardship Ministry Team!     

I want to repeat something from our annual meeting.  This short sentence resonated with me so much that I 
immediately had my phone out writing it down as a note.  ñYou canôt pour out of an empty bucket.ò  This 
quote is an exemplification of our congregation.  We pour into this bucket, with our time, with our talents, 
with our finances.  Our bucket often overflows with our love for CUCC.  We pour that 
love into our community and back into our own church.  We didnôt do all that work 
while pouring from an empty bucket!  I ask you to consider what you can put into our 
bucket... 
 
Above is our financial report for May.  We are holding our own.  Now we just need to 
continue to support our program with the same level of 
commitment weôve shown so far this year.  A big thank 
you to everyone who has given this year and in years past.  
Your contributions fill our bucket. 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Barry Kirchhoff, 

Finance & Stewardship 
Ministry Team Member 

http://www.kindridgiving.com/app/giving/cucc
http://www.columbiaucc.com
mailto:dlong@elon.edu
mailto:paula1214@live.com
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Inclusion and Affirmation Ministry Team 

Wow!  What a great year the Inclusion & Affirmation Ministry Team has had!  And, weôre only halfway 
through the year!  Hereôs what weôve been doing so far this year. 
 

In January, we attended The Columbia Values Diversity Celebration.  This is an annual event hosted by the 
City of Columbia since 1994.  It celebrates the life and teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  The program 
includes live music at the breakfast followed by the presentation of the annual Columbia Values Diversity 
Awards, community speakers and artistic performances representing the rich diversity of our community.  The 
Celebration is coordinated by the Cityôs Office of Cultural Affairs and enjoys the support of many community 
volunteers and sponsors.  Our very own Pastor Rick was nominated for the 2026 Columbia Values Diversity 
Award for the individual/family award.  This award is given to someone who truly exemplifies diversity in 
their every day life.  While Pastor Rick didnôt win, he still felt truly honored to be nominated. 
 

Then, in March, CUCC was invited to present a workshop at the Gateway Open and Affirming (ONA) 
Convocation!  The Gateway ONA Convocation is held in St. Louis, Missouri every year the first Saturday of 
March.  The Gateway ONA is a coalition of LGBTQ Open & Affirming congregations of the United Church 
of Christ (UCC) in the St. Louis area as well as surrounding areas.  They provide support to their member 
churches and host annual events to educate on LGBT issues.  Pastor Rick and I presented a workshop on our 
ONA journey thus far and how we continue to live into our ONA covenant.  We were honored to present and 
felt that our workshop was very well received! 
 

We then had our Open and Affirming Celebration Sunday on Sunday, June 14!  Each June, congregations 
across the UCC all celebrate the covenant we share.  It is an exciting time of unity.  Our liturgy that day was 
written by Rev. Derek A. Terry, the Director of the United Church of Christ Open and Affirming Coalition. We invited 
The Quorus, Columbiaôs own LGBTQIA+ choir and our partner, to sing two songs with The Celebration 
Singers during service.  Pastor Rickôs sermon was about celebrating ñQueer Joy.ò  Our team read some quotes 
about queer joy during service and of course, we provided the delicious rainbow donuts!  We had so much 
fun!  It always fills my heart with such joy to have us all sing together as one big family.  ONA Sunday was a 
great success. 
 

We also had a presence at Columbiaôs Juneteenth festival on June 19.  We were invited by the Juneteenth 
organizers to have a booth there for the first time!  We set up our booth early in the day, and gave away candy 
and literature about CUCC, Vacation Bible School, and LODO.  Our candy was a hit!  We partnered with the 
Outreach and Advocacy team for this booth and it went really well!  Lots of new connections were made.   
 

So whatôs next for us?  Ashland PrideFest!  We will have a CUCC booth at Ashland PrideFest for the second 
year in a row on Saturday, July 18 at Ashland City Park from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  We have shifts available from 
9:45 a.m. to 11:45 a.m., and 11:45 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.  CLICK HERE if you want to help staff our booth!   
 

In September, we will have a booth at Mid Mo PrideFest, which will be September 26 and 27 this year.  I will 
be sure to send out more information as that gets closer!  Watch for sign up sheets; we will need volunteers to 
staff the booth on both Saturday and Sunday, along with Pastor Rick  We also plan on hosting a movie night 
for the movie, The Green Book, in October or early November of this year!  Keep your eyes and ears peeled 
for more information on that! 
 

Sources: https://www.como.gov/cultural-affairs/programs-and-services/cvdc/ and 
http://www.gatewayona.com/ 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ashley Ramirez,  

Inclusion & Affirmation 

Ministry Team Chair 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4EA8AB22A5F4C16-64368017-ashland#/
https://www.como.gov/cultural-affairs/programs-and-services/cvdc/
http://www.gatewayona.com/
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LODO Ministry Team 

School will be starting before we know it, and we are excitedly preparing for the 2026ï2027 school year! 
 
This month, we will continue making progress on our new infant room.  Once the flooring is completed, we 
will begin creating a new Little One's Day Out office space.  This dedicated area will provide our teachers 
with ample room to prepare lessons, collaborate, and create meaningful learning experiences for our students. 
 
We are also beginning the search for an under one year old infants teacher for our Lemurs Room.  If you or 
someone you know has experience working with infants and is looking for a loving, fun, and faith-filled 
workplace, we would love to hear from you!  Please send resumes to LODO.Sara.Koenig@gmail.com. 
 
We cannot thank our community enough for the love, support, and encouragement you have shown as we 
work through these exciting changes at LODO.  Your generosity and partnership mean so 
much to us. 
 
If you are looking to enroll a student, spaces are still available, but they are filling quickly! 
Contact us today to schedule a tour and learn more about becoming part of the LODO 
family. 
 
We look forward to another wonderful year of learning, 
growth, and making memories together! 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sara Koenig, 

LODO Director 

mailto:lodo.sara.koenig@gmail.com

