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On August 19, over 200 people (including at least 20 church members) gathered at our Shelter House to celebrate 
a 115-year tradition; the program that is Scouting America.  We gathered for BBQ and fellowship, and to witness 
a passing of the torch as new youth leaders were appointed for this term and the Scouting America oath was 
recited: ñOn my honor I will do my best to do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout Law; to help 
other people at all times; to keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.ò  It was also a 
birth of sort; the birth of a brand-new relationship between Scouting America and CUCC.  They are now our 
Scouts, and we are their church, and they are part of us and we are part of them.  This is the ground floor for 
something that is going to positively impact our church forever.   
 

The key takeaway I received from the folks who were here last night was sheer amazement that a church would be 
as welcoming as we are.  The fact that I (and 20 or so church members) was present at their BBQ made a huge 
impact.  Just by attending a BBQ, we exemplified an inclusive, extravagant welcome that showed folks what 
Godôs love truly looks like.  This is the church in action!   
 

Beyond the ñnewnessò of Scouting America, we are also experiencing a ñrevivalò of our Nurture & Education 
program!  VBS this year was a HUGE success - 67 kids registered!  WOW!  The extravagance of the program 
was very impressive.  The whole team (led by Lena & Gina) did an amazing job and brought Godôs Word to many 
in the community beyond our church.  Many of these children, youth, and their parents also came to our Nurture 
& Education Team Parentôs Meeting on August 25.  We hope to continue to reach out to these people and draw 
them in to the life of our congregation.  The Nurture & Education Ministry Team is also revitalizing the Sunday 
School program and the Youth Program with new leaders and new ideas.  Watch for exciting and interesting 
things happening in the next few weeks!  This is the church in action!  
 

We are going to be celebrating Pridefest again this year, with a Pride booth set up here in Columbia on September 
28 and ï new this year - in Marshall, MO on September 7!  We received word that Marshall, MO Pride was 
organizing their first-ever Pridefest and they have been receiving hateful backlash from the community, including 
churches in that community.  Churches in Marshall have not been vocally supportive of their efforts, so we are 
going to staff a booth for four hours (10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.) and offer ñglitter blessingsò to the attendees.  It may 
be the only affirming faith expression these folks will receive at the Marshall Pridefest.  This is the church in 
action! 
 

On August 21, a dozen folks from CUCC attended the kickoff celebration of ñThe Opportunity Campus,ò a central 
hub for all the social service agencies in Columbia.  Located on Business Loop just east of the power plant, this 
campus will house the Voluntary Action Center, Love Columbia, Room at the Inn, Loaves and Fishes, and many 
of the other agencies that work with unhoused people and others in need in our community.  CUCC is and will be 
an active part of establishing this campus and aiding in its growth.  The Outreach & Advocacy Ministry Team is 

discerning the details on how to make this happen.  This is the church in action!    
 

CUCC is just thatï a church in action!  We are not just a church of ñSunday morning onlyò 
or just a ñsocial clubò that talks the talk but forgets to walk the walk.  We are protesting, 
we are working, we are advocating, we are caring for one another and the world.  We are 
walking and preaching and living out the life that Christ calls us to live; carrying on Jesusô 
mission and ministry with the world. 
 

Great job, CUCC!  This is a church that really knows what it means to be church.  If you 
are interested in jumping on board the ministry opportunities of CUCC, donôt hesitate to 
reach out to me, or to one of our Ministry Team Leaders (listed on page 3).  This is an 
exciting time in the life of CUCC, and we would love to have you 
on board as we are the church in action!  

-Pastor Rick 


