
3201 I-70 Dr. NW Å Columbia, MO 65202-3296 Å 573-445-7931 Å office@columbiaucc.com Å www.columbiaucc.com 

From the Pastorôs Keyboard . . .       ñThe Freedom of a Christianò 
 

A Christian is the freest lord of all, subject to none;  
a Christian is the most dutiful servant of all, and subject to everyone. 

-Martin Luther, 1520   

 

One of the challenges in Biblical Scholarship is placing yourself in the context of the world in which the narrative 
was written.  To understand the intended meaning of the authors, the reader has to understand the world in which 
the authors lived, their lives and agendas, and view the narrative through those lenses.  Yes, it is important to 
apply those narratives to our current context, but before we do that, we have to understand the narrative in the 
context in which it was written.   
 

The same principle can be applied to the rest of our lives, as well.  To truly understand the writings of another 
culture in our current time, the reader has to understand the world in which it was written.  To interpret writings of 
others through our own modern lenses causes distortion and mistrust.   
 

We tend to do this when we talk about the American Revolution and the concept of ñfreedom.ò  We view it 
through lenses developed in the 20th century and refined in the 21st century.  The 20th century was a time of  
evolution for our country, much of it not in step with the teachings of Jesus.  Though Jesus taught humility and 
empathy, our US culture grew more arrogant and detached from humanity.  The 20th century saw the rise of 
individualism and isolationist policies rooted in narcissism and xenophobia.  People began believing that the 
freedoms we share as United States citizens are rooted in individual freedom instead of communal freedom.  The 
idea that individual freedom was more important than community responsibility began being trumpeted by many, 
especially those who knew they could use that narcissistic idea to consolidate their power. 
 

This is not what the framers of our country had in mind when they talked of freedom.  Their idea of freedom was 
freedom of the community, not freedom of the individual.  They believed in the freedom of the community to act 
in the best interests of community.  They did not believe in the freedom of the individual to do whatever they 
choose.  Our nation was built on freedom, but not the freedom of the individual; the freedom of the community. 
 

Martin Luther wrote about this in 1520 in a treatise called, ñOn the Freedom of a Christian.ò  His goal was to link 
the ideas of spiritual freedom and servitude, and he began his treatise by laying down two seemingly contradictory 
principles.  He wrote, ñA Christian is the freest lord of all, subject to none; a Christian is the most dutiful servant 
of all, and subject to everyone.ò  He then explains that though our faith in God frees us from sin and offers us 
salvation, freedom also binds us to Christian principles of love, service, and humility.  Though free, we are duty 
bound to each other by the ties of Christian love.  The same ties that free us also bind us. 
 

Lutherôs first question of ethics is not ñWhat is to be done?ò but rather, ñWhy do we do what we do?ò  His 
response is that the person who knows the grace of God in Jesus Christ is set free; but they are set free to act on 
the basis of ñresponding loveò and the needs of the neighbor.  We are free; but we are not free to act with 
arrogance and impunity towards our neighbors.  We are free, and therefore we must respond charitably.         
 

As we celebrate Independence Day this month, this principle is also applicable to the secular 
community.  The same freedoms that form the basis for our community (country) are also 
what binds us.  Our freedom as a community (country) is not based in doing whatever we 
want to whomever we want to please our own self interests.  Our freedom as a community 
(country) is based on serving each other, serving other communities (countries) as we are 
able, and in being dutiful servants of all in the world, just like Jesus. 
 

Martin Luther King Jr. said, ñNo one is free until we all are free.ò  This is something we 
would do well to remember this Independence Day.  Who is not free in our community, and 
how can we share the gift of freedom with all, as we serve one 
another? -Pastor Rick 
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News & Updates 

MOBILITY WORLDWIDE: HEARTS FOR CARTS 
 

On Sunday, July 13, Mobility Worldwide will host its annual Hearts for 
Carts event.  The event will include live music, food trucks, refreshments, 
and the display of decorated carts that have been donated.  Please see the 
Hearts for Carts flyer included in this Communicator for full details.  Our 
goal this year is to donate two carts, totaling $850.  Donations can be made 
online through the church website or by check in the 
Sunday offering or to the church office. Be sure to 
stop by the carts in The Gathering Area to help 
decorate them by adding your art, signature, 
message, etc.  So far in 2025, Mobility Worldwide 
has built over 1,300 cartsé they need a couple 
more!  Thank you for your continuing generosity 
and support.  
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CLERGY PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
 

The Clergy Personnel Committee met on June 23 to review feedback from 
the annual pastoral evaluation survey.  These were completed by Council 
members and provide Pastor Rick an opportunity to reflect on his strengths 
and develop ideas for change or progress.  As they do each year, the results 
lead to rich discussion and goal-setting. 
 

We would like to thank Pat Forward for serving on the Clergy Personnel 
Committee  for the past three years.  Sue Ann Schaefer has joined the 
committee as of June, and the Council is currently working to appoint one 
additional member.  We will continue to meet through the year to support 
the important relationship between Pastor Rick and the congregation. 

THE CHRISTMAS FUNDï CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
 

Many people who serve the church do so with great love but small financial 
compensation.  This is especially true of both active and retired clergy and 
their spouses, as well as lay leaders who have served the church.  The 
Christmas Fund is a Special Mission Offering that 
congregations have been supporting for over 100 
years.  This yearôs collection date is July 27.   
 

Funds from this offering provide direct financial 
support to those who serve the church and are facing 
financial difficulties.  Active and retired clergy, lay 
employees, and their surviving spouses may be 
eligible for the Supplementation of Small Annuities, 
Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, and/or 
Christmas ñThank Youò Gift Checks.  Please give 
generously to the Christmas Fund Special Offering. 

mailto:rick@columbiaucc.com
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mailto:mike.pierson.1969@gmail.com
mailto:steve.jannetti@yahoo.com
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mailto:calebprenticeberry@gmail.com
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Moderatorôs Moment 

 COLUMBIA UCC CHURCH COUNCIL 

Moderator:        Jerry Kiesling  rollzierp50@gmail.com  

Vice Moderator:       İÁÏÁĂġ 

Secretary:       Alethea Tennill  atennill108@gmail.com  

Treasurer:       Deborah Long Birkes dlong@elon.edu   

Recording Treasurer:    Christine Staelens  tigersfour@gmail.com  

Building & Grounds:    Ted Dachroeden  gpadoc4gd@gmail.com 

Fellowship & Hospitality:   Mary Lorber-Solt  eldercow@gmail.com  

Finance & Stewardship:    Shelly Adams  shellyraeadams@gmail.com 

Inclusion & Affirmation:   Ashley Ramirez  ashknight0628@gmail.com   

Little Oneôs Day Out:    Kristin Veteto   kristinnoelveteto@gmail.com 

Membership & Care:    Judi Privitt   judiprivitt811@gmail.com  

Nurture & Education:    Lena Muench   cfg323@yahoo.com 

Outreach & Advocacy:      İÁÏÁĂġ 

Worship & Music:     Edie Diel   edie@thedandegroup.com   

Pastor:      Rev. Rick Oberle  rick@columbiaucc.com   

Hello.  
 

I want to share a little about myself with you this month.  For those of you who have been to our house, you 
know my great-grandparentôs pump organ sits at the end of our living room.  I sometimes play hymns on it 
and use ñThe Hymnalò, which many of you know.  As I play I feel a connection to past hands that have 
played the instrument.   
 

One of my favorite hymns is ñOf the Fatherôs Love Begotten.ò  Last month we celebrated the gift of The Holy 
Spirit.  I have been thinking a lot about the gift of Godôs love to us and others.  Am I accepting without 
hesitation that love?  Am I seeing that love in others?  Sometimes it can be very difficult to wholeheartedly 
accept the enormous gift of Godôs love.  A love that is unconditional and does not cost.  However, at times I 
feel unworthy of such a gift.   
 

I have been listening to Tim Fletcher, who teaches about trauma and how healing connects to Christian 
scripture.  While his videos are filled with deep psychological topics, he always brings our thinking back to 
someone in the Bible who was seen by others as unworthy, despised, unlovable, discounted, etc.  He relates 
that the disciples were a rag-tag bunch of people many others would have seen as less than, but Jesus used 
their talents and abilities to do his very important work- showing and reminding 
others that Godôs love is ever present and not conditional. 
 

I sometimes catch myself with the hymn tune in my head and it reminds me that 
Godôs love is the gift that we have been given, and my most important duty is to be 
accepting of it and share it with others.  It isnôt always easy, but a lifetime of learning. 
 

Thank you for allowing me to be your Moderator. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jerry Kiesling, 

Council Moderator 

mailto:rollzierp50@gmail.com
mailto:atennill108@gmail.com
mailto:dlong@elon.edu
mailto:tigersfour@gmail.com
mailto:gpadoc4gd@gmail.com
mailto:eldercow@gmail.com
mailto:shellyraeadams@gmail.com
mailto:ashknight0628@gmail.com
mailto:kristinnoelveteto@gmail.com
mailto:judiprivitt811@gmail.com
mailto:pdforward@msn.com
mailto:cfg323@yahoo.com
mailto:edie@thedandegroup.com
mailto:rick@columbiaucc.com
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Date Greeter Usher Worship Leader Tech Booth 

07/06 Carol Duermeyer 
Llona Weiss 

Phillip Neale 
Kennedy Lucas 

Brent Marcks 

Josh Muench 

07/13 Donna Marsh 
Mary Lorber 

Christine Staelens 
Llona Weiss 

John Graves 

Ted Dachroeden 

07/20 Susan Dunham 
Brenda Muench 

John Muench 
Mahree Skala 

Adam Veteto 

Lorry Dreier 

07/27  
Pat Forward 

Mark Duncan 
Lydia Whitacre 

Judi Privitt 

Doug Privitt 

Sunday Volunteer Schedule for July 

July Birthdays 

Harry Beckett - 07/02  Marshia Beckmann - 07/03  Kurt Heine - 07/06  

Linda Evans - 07/08  Michael Pierson - 07/08  Alex Tennill - 07/08  

Annabelle Veteto - 07/09  Parker Grace - 07/10 Corinne Remeika - 07/11 

Jo Ellen Grace - 07/12  Lillyann Lentz - 07/12  Linda Neale - 07/13  

Grace Williams - 07/13  Jack Hall - 07/14  James Loveless - 07/15  

John Muench - 07/15  John Graves - 07/17  Shelly Adams - 07/19 

Gary Ehrhardt - 07/19 Helen Graves - 07/20  Harrison Keithahn - 07/23  

Audrey Lasley - 07/23  Dorothy Williams - 07/23  Erin Markway - 07/24  

NEW NAMETAGS 
 

The Inclusion & Affirmation and Membership & Care Ministry Teams are working together to bring us new 
name tags!  We are also using this opportunity to update info in our church membership database.   
 

Our new nametags were distributed in church on June 29, for everyone who filled out an information update 
form.  If you did not receive a nametag, we need a form from you!  There are forms available in the 
Sanctuary, as well as online.  Please fill out a paper form in the rear of the Sanctuary and drop it in the wicker 
basket; or CLICK HERE to do it online 

https://forms.gle/E63sqr2qbaW6STxt6
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The meeting was called to order on May 20, 2025 at 6:37 p.m. by Kurt Heine.  Present: Kurt Heine, Jerry 
Kiesling, Christine Staelens, Ted Dachroeden, Mary Lorber-Solt, Shelly Adams, Lena Muench, Tricia Price, 
Ashley Ramirez, Judi Privitt, Mark Duncan, Edie Diel, Rick Oberle, and Alethea Tennill.  Pastor Rick opened 
with a prayer.  Judi made a motion to approve the agenda with a second from Edie.  The motion passed.  
Shelly made a motion to approve the April minutes with a second from Tricia.  Motion passed. 
 

Unfinished Business 
Đ New light for the sign at the front of church.  No new news.   
Đ Nominating Committee for 2025.  We still need Vice Moderator and an Outreach & Advocacy Chair. 
Đ Annual Congregational Meeting May 18, 2025 debrief: We had 67 members present. 
Đ Thanking the congregation: Shelly Adams says the Thank you cards have gone out and several people 
have been thanked for them. 

 

New Business 
Đ Fire in church attic: The fire started in the attic where workers had been earlier in the day.  There are no 
smoke detectors in the attic.  Alexandra was walking in the downstairs corridor and smelled smoke.  She 
alerted the fire department and everyone in the building.  The contractorôs insurance will pay for the 
damages.  It damaged the joists.  We are still getting bids to have the work done. 

Đ Appoint Clergy Personnel Committee: It has been suggested that Sue Ann Schaefer be appointed the 
committee.  Motion passed. 

Đ Appoint LODO Ministry Team Members: Linda Neale and Carolyn Malicoat.  Motion made by Shelly 
Adams; second by Judi Privitt.  Motion passed.  

Đ Installation of Council Members will be June 1 at 9:30 a.m. service. 
Đ Council Retreat: June 6 at Heidelberg.  Please let Jerry or Pastor Rick if you cannot attend. 
Đ New Exterior Lights: Ted commented that we need to replace the lights outside the church to illuminate 
the new air conditioners that we just had installed.  He has received a bid for $2,510 for revamping the 
outside lights.  Ted made a motion to accept the bid, second by Lena Muench.  Motion passed. 

Đ Proposal from Worship and Music: Handbells need to refurbished.  Motion to send in the bells to be 
refurbished.  Lena Muench made a motion to take $1,500 from Worship and Music designated funds and 
fund raise for the other $2,500 needed.  Tricia Price seconded the motion.  Motion Passed. 

Đ Collection for St Louis Churches with Tornado Damage: four churches, two UCC and two Disciples of 
Christ, received damage in the recent tornados in St. Louis.  After discussion it was decided to collect a 
special offering for Pilgrim Congregational UCC church. 

 

Ministry Reports 
Đ Building & Grounds: More trees are down due to the weather. 
Đ Fellowship & Hospitality: We served 80 plates at the Congregational Meeting.  June 8 is Scouting Sunday 
and will have a meal after church. 

Đ Finance & Stewardship: Our next meeting is in June, they will focus on Endowments.  We are $10,000 
over on expenses now, mostly due to insurance and pension.  We are $70,000 under in income. 

Đ Inclusion & Affirmation: Our next meeting is Thursday. 
Đ Membership & Care: A letter has been sent out to all inactive members. 
Đ Nurture & Education: Due to fire damage, everything in the closets have been 
examined.  Banners have been ordered for VBS. July 1 is day to guarantee T-shirts 
will be here. 

Đ Outreach & Advocacy: 49 bags of trash were picked up.  Hearts for Carts will be 
in July. 

 

Pastor Rick closed us in prayer.  Motion to 
adjourn by Shelly with a second from Edie.  
Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m.  

Respectfully Submitted,  
Alethea Tennill 
Council Secretary 

Columbia UCC Council Minutes 
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THREE WAYS TO GIVE ONLINE TO CUCC 
 

1. Click on this link (or type into your web browser):    https://www.kindridgiving.com/app/giving/cucc 

2. Visit our CUCC website:  www.columbiaucc.com and click on the ñDonate to CUCCò button. 

3. Text ñGIVEò to 573-240-4041 and follow the prompts to set up your one time or recurring gift. 

Finance & Stewardship Ministry Team 

Worship 

Attendance  

05/04 101 

05/11 89 

05/18 101 

05/25 55 

Financial Update 
  Actual Budget Over/(Under) 

May Income $17,981.20 $25,575.00 (-$7,593.80) 

May Expenses $37,725.69 $37,356.00 $369.69 

YTD Income $104,875.39 $182,411.00 (-$77,535.61) 

YTD Expenses $184,605.70 $175,279.00 $9,326.70 

Surplus/(Deficit) (-$79,730.31) $7,132.00 (-$86,862.31) 
    

May 

Joyful Giving 
$17,326.20 $24,509.00 (-$7,593.80) 

YTD Joyful 

Giving 
$104,875.39 $182,411.00 (-$77,535.61) 

HAPPY SUMMER! 
 

Summer is often seen as a season of warmth and vibrancy, not just in terms of weather but also in the human 
spirit.  As the days grow longer and the sun shines brighter, people find themselves filled with a sense of 
renewal and generosity.  Itôs a time when many contribute their time, talent, and financial support to causes 
that matter to them.  This season offers unique opportunities to make meaningful connections and to give 
back in ways that ripple far beyond the summer months.  
 

Time is perhaps the most precious resource one can offer.  During summer, the availability of free time often 
increases due to vacations, school breaks, and the relaxed pace of work in some industries.  Time spent giving 
is never wasted; it creates memories, strengthens bonds, and nurtures a sense of 
belonging that enriches both the giver and the receiver. 
 

The summer season invites us to step outside, not just physically but also emotionally 
and socially.  Itôs a time to open our hearts and hands, to connect with others, and to 
make meaningful contributions.  By giving time, talent, and financial contributions, we 
not only uplift those around us but also enrich our own lives in immeasurable ways.  In 
the radiant light of summer, the spirit of generosity shines 
brightest, reminding us that the act of giving is itself a gift. 
 

Donôt forget your financial support for the ministries of 
CUCC as you enjoy your blessed summer! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sue Ann Schaefer 

Finance & Stewardship 
Ministry Team Member  

http://www.kindridgiving.com/app/giving/cucc
http://www.columbiaucc.com
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Inclusion and Affirmation Ministry Team 

CUCC OPEN AND AFFIRMING/INCLUSION COVENANT 
 

Columbia United Church of Christ celebrates Godôs boundless and unconditional love by intentionally 
welcoming and affirming all Godôs children. 
* No matter who you are or where you are on lifeôs journey; 
* No matter where you are on your faith journey; 
* No matter your sexual orientation, gender expression or identity; 
* No matter your race, culture, ethnicity, nationality or politics; 
* No matter your age, ability, health, relationship status or family structure; 
* No matter your social, economic, educational, legal or life circumstances; 
* You are welcome here! 

 

Called by Jesus to be an Open and Affirming, inclusive faith community, Columbia 
United Church of Christ commits to welcoming everyone into the full life of our 
congregation.  Our paths and voices may differ, but we journey in faith together. 

Throughout July we celebrate Disability Pride Month to commemorate the signing of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, which came into law in 1990.  This act sought to extend beyond the reach of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 - which prohibited discrimination against those with disabilities in schools, 
programs and activities funded by federal agencies - to include workplaces and other public spaces.  Upon the 
25th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, Disability Pride Month was established in New York 
City, where the first Disability Pride parade was held.  Today, Disability Pride celebrations occur in many 
locations across the United States.  
 
Although there are many different types of disabilities that impact people in vastly different ways, this 
celebration provides an opportunity to increase visibility and create a sense of community for individuals. 
Disability Pride Month calls us to promote inclusion and embrace each personôs uniqueness.   
 
There are many ways to help celebrate Disability Pride Month!  Here are a few ideas: 
Đ Read a book to gain insight into experiences of those living with disabilities such as Disability Visibility: 
First-Person Stories from the Twenty-First Century edited by Alice Wong or Demystifying Disability: 
What to Know, What to Say, and How to Be an Ally by Emily Ladau. 

Đ Watch a documentary to learn about the history of disability rights in our country such as Crip Camp on 
Netflix or The Gang of 19 ï History of the ADA Movement on PBS. 

Đ Greet and connect with people who have disabilities and find commonalities between you.  
Đ Contact elected officials to advocate for disability rights ï for example, to support continued Medicaid 
coverage for people with disabilities.  

Đ Follow organizations on social media such as the American Association of People 
with Disabilities or the MO Developmental Disabilities Council. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kristy Hayward 

Inclusion and Affirmation  

Ministry Team Member 
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LODO Ministry Team 

2025-2026 Enrollment 
August 25, 2025-May 15, 2026 

 

Lightning Bugs Class: 1 year old before 8/1/25 
(Only available 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.) 

 

Lambs Class: 2 years old before 8/1/25 
 

Lions/Leopards Class: 3 years old before 8/1/25 
 

Leap Frogs/Leopards Class: 4 years old before 8/1/25 
 

 

Additional information about the LODO Program in 
available at www.columbiaucc.com/lodohome. 

 

*Our Leopards Classroom will be assigned and 
utilized as either a 3-4ôs class or 3,4,5ôs class. 

 

Contact us for information, openings, to schedule a 
tour, or to enroll! 

 

lodo.sara.koenig@gmail.com 
573-445-2661 

This month we had policy counsel and updates for the 2025-2026 policies were passed.  These will be on our 
website for your viewing soon!  
 

We would like to thank Susan Dunham and Darla Privitt for their service on the LODO ministry team for the 
past three years!  We would also like to welcome our new members Linda Neale and Carolyn Malicoat.  We 
look forward to working with you and we thank you in advance for your service to the LODO Ministry Team. 
 

Do you have kids home for the summer and are looking for fun activities to do?  
Pinterest is a great place to find easy, educational activities to do.  Children gain the 
most knowledge through experiences and exploring their world.  Try a Nature Trail 
Scavenger Hunt to start conversations about things around you and develop problem 
solving and critical thinking skills on your next walk! 

 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Sara Koenig, 

LODO Director 

After a year as the LODO Ministry Chair, I look back on the great journey that was ahead of us a mere 11 
months ago.  This past year had no lack of challenging circumstances but as Pa always says in the Little 
House on the Prairie books, ñAllôs well that ends well.ò  Alongside the trials this year were countless 
moments of joy, sweet successes realized, and a lot of learning for staff, students, and the Ministry Team.  The 
goal of this Columbia UCC ministry is to facilitate a nurturing educational environment for preschool children 
in our community and our church family.  The ministry team has brainstormed and considered many ways we 
can further live into this call and look forward to sharing those with the congregation as time goes on.  This 
year, we continued to support the LODO program through our prayers, presence at events, insight during 
meetings, calling and supporting a new Director, supporting and celebrating staff that were leaving, and 
sharing staff appreciation meals, gifts, and cards, to name a few.  
 

This past month we met to review and approve the staff manual and parent/guardian 
handbooks and said welcome to new incoming members (Carolyn Malicoat & Linda 
Neale) and farewell to those who have faithfully served on the board for many years. 
Thank you Susan Dunham and Darla Privitt for 
your excellent leadership and insight on the 
LODO Ministry Team! 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Kristin Veteto, 

LODO Ministry Team Chair  

UPCOMING DATES: 

July 1 - Tuition Deposits Due 

August 11 - Staff Planning Day 

https://www.columbiaucc.com/lodohome
mailto:lodo.sara.koenig@gmail.com
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Nurture & Education Ministry Team 
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Fellowship & Hospitality Ministry Team 

Outreach & Advocacy Ministry Team 

The June 16 meal at Loaves & Fishes consisted of chicken penne alfredo, hamburger 
penne with red sauce, and bread sticks (all donated), pulled pork, potato salad, and baked 
beans (left from church BBQ), lettuce salad, and a variety of desserts.  Jessica Jenks 
provided PB&Js.  Servers for the evening were Anne Heine, Judi & Doug Privitt, Jo Ellen 
Grace, Jessica Jenks, and Tricia Soncasie. Tim Soncasie had the privilege of managing the 
dishwasher for the first time and he did a great job!  You could have guessed what his job 
was because he was a bit wet since Audrey failed to tell him that there were waterproof 
aprons.  OOPS!  We served approximately 125 firsts and 48 seconds.  Thanks to everyone 
for your help!  

Greetings and Salutations!  Summer has arrived, Fourth of July picnics, fireworks, gardens producing, and the 
ódog days of summerô are here.  Itôs also time for our óIce Cream Social.ô  There will be home made ice 
cream, store bought ice cream, and some kind of cake/dessert to eat with your ice cream (yet to be 
determined.)  So mark your calendar for July 20, 4:00 p.m., at Hulen Lake.  I will get a flyer out with 
directions prior to event.   

 

My challenge to all?  Bring your favorite homemade ice cream, ice cream dessert, etc. and letôs do a taste test!  
I am bringing two batches, a honey ice cream, of course, and one that was my mothers recipe, more of a 
frozen custard.  I will probably have fresh blackberries by then, also.  So, lets make 
this a fun get together, no agenda, just a great ósocialô event. I will check with Connie 
and Jim Loveless, our gracious hosts, regarding yard games.  

 

So until next month, bee gracious, bee kind, bee healthy, and always bee yourself. 

 

P.S. - Our next Fellowship & Hospitality team meeting, 
will be July 7, at 6:30 p.m. in The Fellowship Hall, 
please come, you will bee welcomed! 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Lorber 

Fellowship and Hospitality   
Ministry Team Chair 

SUNDAY MORNING SAFETY 

For the safety and security of our church, and the people present, a Church Council member is available in the 
Gathering Area each Sunday during worship. The Council Steward is available to greet visitors who arrive 
after worship has begun, assist those who may not feel well, answer questions and give directions to people 
who need to step out of worship, and monitor the Gathering Area as needed. 

 

The Nurture & Education Ministry Team has been talking to our children and youth about being safe at 
church, including walking - not running - inside our church building, and staying only in the Gathering Area 
or the sanctuary during Worship. We ask that parents and guardians help reinforce these safety standards and 
ensure that our children and youth follow these guidelines. 
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General Synod is the every-two-years meeting of the United Church of Christ.  At each gathering, thousands 
of UCC folks from around the country gather for inspiring worship, educational discussions, entertaining 
events and informative items of Resolution.  This year, the gathering is in Kansas City July 11-15. 
 

The keynote speaker will be Jennifer Butler, a faith-based activist and author with a long history of working 
to build public attention for issues of faith and justice.  She is perhaps best known for her role in founding and 
leading the organization Faith in Public Lifeï a coalition of influential and diverse faith leaders that work 
toward a just, inclusive, and equitable country.  Butler also currently serves as founder and executive director 
of Faith in Democracy, a new organization founded to organize a global response to autocracy and religious 
nationalism. 
 

There will also be workshops on Spiritual Formation, Creation Care (climate action), Leadership 
Development, Strengthening the Church, and Reshaping the Narrative of Church.  Of course, there is also the 
exhibition hall!  Agencies from around the world have exhibits there with giveaways and information to 
share.  But the best part of General Synod is the worship services.  Church leaders and musicians from around 
the world gather together to create inspiring, dynamic worship.   
 

To find out more about General Synod CLICK HERE or talk to Pastor Rick.   

PRIDE CONTINUES - LOCAL PRIDEFEST INFO 
 

Columbia UCC will be participating in several Pridefests again this year; and PRIDE is not just for June!  We 
hope you can participate in these upcoming PRIDE events, too!  
 

ASHLAND PRIDE- The Ashland Pridefest will be Saturday, July 12 and CUCC will have a booth there!  
Are you able to help staff our CUCC booth at Ashland Pride?  Shifts are available from 8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m., 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m., and 12:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.  CLICK HERE to volunteer, or talk to Ashley Ramirez!  
We will be doing glitter blessings and giving away CUCC swag.  Even if you are not  available to staff the 
booth, come visit the event and stop by to say hello!  The parade starts at 8:15a.m. and the festival is from 
9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
 

SEDALIA PRIDE- PFLAG Sedalia will be having their Annual Pride Celebration Picnic on Saturday, July 
19th, 2025 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Liberty Park at Shelter #5 1500 W. 3rd St. Sedalia, MO 65301.  It 
is family-friendly, pet-friendly, and just a friendly day!  Feel free to bring lawn chairs, sunblock, lawn games, 
and such. 
 

MARSHALL PRIDEï The date is tentatively set for September 6, but oppressive 
factions in the Marshall city government are trying to suppress their freedom to 
assembly.  If it happens, we will be there giving out glitter blessings and affirming 
merchandise!  Watch for more information! 
 

COMO PRIDEï This yearôs Mid-Missouri Pridefest will be October 4-5 in 
downtown Columbia in the north village arts district by Rose Music Hall and Caf® 
Berlin.  This is the 25th anniversary of the Mid-Missouri Pridefest, and they will be 
celebrating that milestone!  CUCC will have a booth there both days, doing glitter 
blessings and giving away affirming merchandise and CUCC swag.  Watch Friday 
emails in August and September (and the September Communicator) for links to 
sign up for our CUCC booth, or talk to Ashley Ramirez.    

https://www.faithinpubliclife.org/news/rev-jennifer-butler-on-msnbc/
https://faithdemocracy.org/
https://generalsynod.org/
mailto:rick@columbiaucc.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0C4AA4A92AA3FE3-57055260-ashland#/
mailto:ashknight0628@gmail.com
https://pflag.org/chapter/sedalia/
https://www.midmopride.org/
mailto:ashknight0628@gmail.com
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WELCOME TO QUORUS! 
 

Columbia United Church of Christ is pleased to be in partnership 
with Quorus, the LGBTQIAA Choral ensemble of Columbia!   
 

Quorus uses our facility for rehearsals, and we will the opportunity 
to work with them as they schedule performances around the area.  
We are also always thrilled to have Quorus join us for worship, 
praising God with their inclusive repertoire.  They will be with us on 
June 29!     
 

Quorus would love to have CUCC members join their choir!  To 
learn more about Quorus, CLICK HERE.   

REFURBISHING BELLS 
 

We love the music from our Chapel Ringers; but, the bells are getting older and are in need of a tune up.  The 
last time they were ñrefurbishedò was 2007, and they are well in need of another one.  ñRefurbishmentò 
means sending them to Malmark Bells in Pennsylvania where they will inspect each bell and refurbish/fix the 
necessary components.  The Worship and Music Ministry Team brought a proposal to the Church Council to 
do this, and the Church Council approved.  The total cost for this will be a minimum of $3,408 and probably 
wind up closer to $4,000.  We currently have $1,965 in our Worship & Music Designated Fund; not enough 
to cover this entire expense.  If you would like to donate to this project, CLICK HERE and select the option 
that says, ñWorship & Music Designated Fund.ò   You can also send a check to the church office with 
ñWorship & Music Designated Fundòon the memo line; or drop an offering in the plate on Sunday.   

http://www.thequorus.org/
http://www.thequorus.org/
https://www.kindridgiving.com/APP/GIVING/CUCC
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Scouting America 

SCOUTS SUNDAY AT CUCC 
 

June 8 was not only Pentecost, it was also Scouts Sunday at CUCC!  Our CUCC Scouting units celebrated the 
end of their year by sharing milestones and reflections on their first year of being partnered with CUCC.  The 
scouts were worship leaders for the day, led Childrenôs Time, and offered testimony about Scouting during the 
ñSermon time.ò  Their regular meetings wrapped up in June, and their program year culminates with a 
camping trip to Camp Hohn July 6-12.  After camp concludes, they wonôt meet regularly until school 
resumes. 
 

Mark your calendars for the Back to School BBQ hosted by the Scouts, which will be August 18 at the CUCC 
Shelter House.  All are welcome!  More details to come in the August Communicator.   


