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From the Pastorôs Keyboard . . .        ñItôs a Wrapò 

 
I am about to do a new thing; it springs forth; do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert. 

The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches, for I give water in the wilderness,  
rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people,  

the people whom I formed for myself so that they might declare my praise. 
-Isaiah 43:19-21 

 

As I am writing this, the year 2025 is coming to an end and the New Year is about to begin.  As we move closer to 
this transition, I look forward to the ñWrap Partiesò that accompany New Yearôs festivities.  You know the onesé 
the ñSpotify Wrapò that tell you what songs were listened to the most the previous year, the ñDuolingo Wrapò that 
tells a person just how faithful they were to their Spanish lessons the previous year (Duolingo tells me I was in the 
top 3% of Spanish learners in 2025!) and, of course, CNN and other news outlets ñwrappingò up the year, 
reminding us of the yearôs current events. 
 

We also have ñWrap Partiesò that are a bit melancholy.  We hear about which celebrities died the previous year, 
and are reminded of our own mortality. (The deaths of Rob Reiner, Robert Redford, Diane Keaton and Malcolm-
Jamal Warner hit particularly hard.) We also reflect on our CUCC Members who have died this past year, and the 
blessings they were in our lives (Neal Sprick, Helen Graves, Alice Moon, Sharon Elliott, Rev. Jim Elliott).  We 
are reminded, in their passing, of others who no longer sit in this Sanctuary with us and, while we celebrate the 
joys of New Life that they are experiencing, we also mourn our temporary separation from them. 
 

Why do we like ñWrap Partiesò so much?  It gives us a chance to reflect on what was.  We have a chance to 
reflect on who we were, what we did, what relationships we built, and the accomplishments we achieved over the 
past year.  This reflection often gives us a chance to process our regrets.  We all have some regrets; anyone who 
claims differently is being dishonest. ñWrap Partiesò are often times to claim these regrets with integrity. 
 

Here at CUCC, we have a ñWrap Partyò of our own.  We pause each year and reflect on what was, putting 
together a year end report that reflects on the finances, attendance, statistical data and ministries of the past year.  
This ñWrap Partyò will be shared with you later this month, once all reports and finances are received and 
reconciled.  When it is shared, I hope you take time to review it.  As I work on collating the report, I am simply 
amazed.  It is a great celebration of the impact this church has had in the world this past year.  
 

ñWrap Partiesò inform us; but we cannot remain stuck in what was.  God tells us, thorough the wisdom of the 
books we call ñIsaiah,ò that They are about to ñdo a new thing.ò  Isaiah was living in a time of national turmoil, 
when everything the people trusted was being destroyed.  Yet in the midst of this trauma, God tells them not to 
worry; They are about to ñdo a new thing.ò  Be joyful, be hopeful; because Godôs new day is dawning. 
 

This is Good News for us as well.  It is good to reflect on what was, but donôt get stuck in the 
ñWrap Party.ò  Look ahead.  God is about to do a new thing in our lives, in our church, in our 
world.  Just like the people living in the national turmoil of Isaiahôs time, we are, at the root of 
our identities, created to be Joyful; no matter what trauma society throws at us.  Joy is at our 
core, and joy is the legacy left behind by those who went before us.  Channeling that joy in 
2026 and letting it shine in all that we do will bring health and wholeness not only to our own 
lives, but to our often joyless world.      
 

What was informs us, what is challenges us, and imagining what will be inspires us.  Let your 
imagination soar and envision what God has in store for you in 2026.  
It is sure to be something glorious!   -Pastor Rick 
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SOLARIZE COLUMBIA PROJECT IS PROCEEDING 
 

After overwhelming congregational approval on December 7, CUCC has 
entered into a contract with Dogwood Solar to install 108 solar panels on the 
roof of the education wing.  Work will begin in the early spring as weather 
permits.  Many thanks to Team Earth, the Outreach & Advocacy Team, the 
Church Council and Pastor Rick for their prayers, research, educational 
efforts, and ultimate support for the project.  The panels are expected to 
generate 78% of the churchôs electricity needs for the next 30 years. 
 

We have received significant contributions from church members to offset 
the initial cost for this installation!  If you would like to contribute to this, 
contact Jerry Kiesling or Deborah Long Birkes.   

COMO VALUES DIVERSITY BREAKFAST - JANUARY 28, 2026 
 

The annual COMO Values Diversity Breakfast will be January 28, 2026 at 
the Wyndham (formerly Holiday Inn) Expo Center at 7:00 a.m. and, as 
usual, CUCC has sponsored a table!  We have ten seats available; if you 
would like one, talk to Ashley Ramirez or Pastor Rick.   
 

This yearôs celebration includes performances by The Trinity Kimbrough 
Jazz Ensemble; NicDanger Hip hop performance; and The Missouri 

Symphony with narration by Joseph Wilson.   
 

Also- Pastor Rick has been nominated for a 
Diversity Award!  This award recognizes those in 
our community who have made a significant 
impact in promoting appreciation for diversity and 
cultural understanding and who uphold the ideals 
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.   

ANNUAL CHILI COOKOFF 
 

The All-Church Annual Chili Cook-off will be January 18 this year, again 
sponsored by the Menôs Fellowship.  There is a sign-up sheet in the 
gathering area. Please join us, and enter your best Chili!  If you would rather 
bring a dessert, that would be great!  Or, just come and eat and enjoy the 
best chili in Boone County!  If you would consider being a judge, contact 
Doug Privitt or Brent Marcks.  

WOMENôS FELLOWSHIP 
 

The CUCC Womenôs Fellowship will host their monthly gathering on 
January 8 at 9:30 a.m. in the Gathering Area.  A wonderful breakfast will be 
served, and the women will continue their Bible study based on the 
curriculum ñFinding Resilience, Joy, and our Identity in Jesus Christ.ò  This 
month, they will focus on ñThe Gift of the Woman who was Poorò (Mark 
12:41-44).  All women of the church are welcome!  Come and join us!   

mailto:rick@columbiaucc.com
mailto:mimibburg@gmail.com
mailto:mike.pierson.1969@gmail.com
mailto:office@columbiaucc.com
mailto:littleonesdayout@yahoo.com
mailto:calebprenticeberry@gmail.com
mailto:office@columbiaucc.com
http://www.columbiaucc.com
mailto:rollzierp50@gmail.com
mailto:dlong@elon.edu
mailto:ashknight0628@gmail.com
mailto:rick@columbiaucc.com
mailto:privittd556@gmail.com
mailto:brentmarcks@gmail.com
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Moderatorôs Moment 

 COLUMBIA UCC CHURCH COUNCIL 

Moderator:       Jerry Kiesling  rollzierp50@gmail.com   

Vice Moderator:     Corinne Remeika  remeikas@tranquility.net  

Secretary:       Alethea Tennill  atennill108@gmail.com  

Treasurer:       Deborah Long Birkes dlong@elon.edu   

Recording Treasurer:    Christine Staelens tigersfour@gmail.com  

Building & Grounds:    Ted Dachroeden  gpadoc4gd@gmail.com 

Fellowship & Hospitality:  Mary Lorber-Solt  eldercow@gmail.com  

Finance & Stewardship:    ±!/!b¢ 

Inclusion & Affirmation:  Ashley Ramirez  ashknight0628@gmail.com   

Little Oneôs Day Out:    Kristin Veteto   kristinnoelveteto@gmail.com 

Membership & Care:    Judi Privitt   judiprivitt811@gmail.com  

Nurture & Education:    Lena Muench   cfg323@yahoo.com 

Outreach & Advocacy:    Mahree Skala  skalamahree@yahoo.com  
Worship & Music:     Edie Diel   edie@thedandegroup.com   

Pastor:      Rev. Rick Oberle  rick@columbiaucc.com   

As we step into January 2026, I begin by offering my heartfelt gratitude to each of you.  The past year was 
filled with moments of worship, service, growth, and challenge- and through it all, this congregation remained 
faithful, generous, and committed to Christôs work in our community.  Always extending God's love to our 
members and others in our community.   
 

A new year always invites reflection.  It gives us space to look back with gratitude and to look forward with 
hope.  As a church, we have much to be thankful for: faithful members who give their time and talents, Pastor 
Rick who continues to touch lives, and a spirit of unity that strengthens our mission.  This doesn't happen by 
accident.  It happens because people choose, again and again, to show up, to serve, and to trust God with the 
future. 
 

As we move into 2026, the Council remains focused on stewardship- of our resources, our facilities, and most 
importantly, our mission.  Our responsibility is not only to care for what has been entrusted to us, but also to 
prepare the way for future generations.  This year, we will continue working to ensure that our church remains 
a welcoming, safe, and spiritually vibrant place where people can encounter God and grow in faith. 
 

The  Council is also committed to listening.  Your ideas, prayers, and concerns matter.  The church is 
strongest when leadership and congregation walk together, guided by humility and discernment.  I encourage 
you to stay engaged- through worship, small groups, service opportunities, and open conversations about 
where God may be leading us next. 
 

January is often a season of new beginnings.  Itôs a time when we set intentions and renew 
commitments.  My prayer for all of us is that we begin this year rooted in faith, guided by 
love, and open to the movement of God's love.  May we continue to be a church that 
continues to serve generously, welcomes openly, and lives our mission of sharing God's 
love in the world. 
 

On behalf of the Council thank you for your trust, your prayers, 
and your ongoing support.  It is an honor to serve alongside you. 
May God bless our church and each of you in the year ahead. 

In Godôs Love, 

Jerry Kiesling, 

Council Moderator 

mailto:rollzierp50@gmail.com
mailto:remeikas@tranquility.net
mailto:atennill108@gmail.com
mailto:dlong@elon.edu
mailto:tigersfour@gmail.com
mailto:gpadoc4gd@gmail.com
mailto:eldercow@gmail.com
mailto:ashknight0628@gmail.com
mailto:kristinnoelveteto@gmail.com
mailto:judiprivitt811@gmail.com
mailto:pdforward@msn.com
mailto:cfg323@yahoo.com
mailto:skalamahree@yahoo.com
mailto:edie@thedandegroup.com
mailto:rick@columbiaucc.com
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January Sunday Volunteer Schedule 

January Birthdays 

Date Greeter Ushers Worship Leader Tech Booth 

01/04 Jolene Kirchhoff 
Philip Neale 

Charlie Marcks 
Ashley Ramirez 

Brent Marcks 

Ted Dachroeden 

01/11  
John Muench 

Brenda Muench 
Kennedy Lucas 

Carissa Graves 

John Graves 

01/18 
Tricia Price 

Norah Schultz 

Llona Weiss 

Keith Birkes 
Lydia Whitacre Adam Veteto 

01/25  
Pat Forward 

Deborah Long Birkes 
Judi Privitt 

Doug Privitt 

Lorry Dreier 

Dorean Crowley - 01/01 Riley Hayward - 01/01 Brian Marcks - 01/01 

Eloy Montenegro - 01/01 Krisit Saylor - 01/01 Carol Duermeyer - 01/03 

Fred Malicoat - 01/04 Mahree Skala - 01/05 Lyn Eggemeyer - 01/07 

Blake Forward - 01/07 Allen Posz - 01/09 Hannah Duncan - 01/11 

Sarah Smith - 01/14 Lydia Whitacre - 01/14 Steve Devenney - 01/15 

Kristy Hayward - 01/15 Dennis Marienfeld - 01/15 Asa Zumwalt - 01/16 

Judy Kaiser - 01/17 Donna Marsh - 01/20 Kasper Ramirez - 01/21 

Stephanie Hall - 01/22 Jolene Hackman - 01/26 Polly Fuller - 01/28 

Dartanian McBane - 01/28 Sue Ann Schaefer - 01/28 Jane Beckett - 01/30 
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Columbia UCC Council Minutes 
The meeting was called to order on November 18, 2025 in Fellowship Hall at 6:33 p.m. by Jerry Keisling.  
Pastor Rick opened with a prayer.  Present: Jerry Kiesling, Christine Staelens, Ted Dachroeden, Mary Lorber-
Solt via Zoom, Lena Muench via Zoom, Ashley Ramirez, Kristin Veteto, Judi Privitt, Mahree Skala, Edie 
Diel, Rick Oberle, Deborah Long-Birkes, and Edie Diel. 
 
Unfinished Business: 
T New light for sign:  Ted and Fred discussed the new light.  Fred will look into this later this week. 
T Nominating Committee for 2025: Vice Moderator will be Corinne Remeika.  Edie made a motion to 
accept the nomination for Corinne as Vice Moderator  Kristin seconded. Motion carried. 

T Solar Columbia update: Report is included in November Council folder.  Mahree circulated handouts and 
an overview of the proposal.  CUCC has a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to change the way weôre 
investing.  We will save a lot of money on our electric bill- 78% of our electrical use would be supported 
by solar panels.  Mahree reminded us that this is a great way to act on this stewardship opportunity. 
Members will also be able to donate towards this endeavor.  Mahree made a motion to accept the motion 
as written.  Edie seconded.  Motion carried. 

T Congregational Meeting for Solar Columbia: Meeting will be on December 7.  This motion is coming 
from the Council so it will not need a second.  Secret ballots will be used and there will be an opportunity 
for those not in attendance to cast an óabsentee ballotô.  We will need a quorum (45 people present) for the 
congregational meeting.  Council recommends Charles Marcks and Philip Neale (ushers for 12/7) also be 
the ballot counters.   

T Historical documents/photos: Alex continues to work with members to identify events/year and members. 
She is also digitizing the photos  

T Accompanist update: We are still looking for an organist/pianist.  Jerry wondered if we should send thank 
you notes to Connie, Gina, Mike, Linda, Mahree, and JoEllen.  Jerry and Edie will send these out. 

 
New Business: 
T Worship and Music - Edie Diel. The Worship and Music Ministry Team introduced a motion that, per the 
congregational survey taken in September, we leave the summer worship service at 10:30 a.m. for summer 
of 2026. Motion carried. Out of 284 in attendance for 3 Sundays, there were 65 voters, 39 in favor of 
leaving the summer service at 10:30, 17 in favor of changing to 9:30 and 9 who had no preference.  

T The Membership & Care Ministry Team introduced a motion for termination of membership for 25 
inactive members listed in their report. All have been contacted numerous times about their membership, 
and we have received no reply. Mahree thanked the committee for their work to track down these 
members. Motion carried. 

 
Ministry Reports were examined and heard.  Annual Reports are due by December 31.  Financials were 
presented.  October was a good month for Joyful Giving.  Christine continues to work on balancing the 
designated funds information.   
 
Pastor Rick closed us in prayer.  Motion to adjourn by Ashley, seconded by Edie.  Motion passed.  Meeting 
adjourned at 8:28 p.m.  

Respectfully Submitted,  
Alethea Tennill 
Council Secretary 

Note: the Congregational Meeting held on 
December 7 resulted in a 91% affirmative vote 
to invest in solar power to lower our utility bills 
significantly over the next 30 years.  Watch for 
more details in 2026 as we take this great step 
forward in saving for our children- not only 
money, but also the environment!    
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Finance & Stewardship Ministry Team 

Worship 

Attendance  

11/02 101 

11/09 92 

11/16 104 

11/23 102 

11/30 63 

Financial Update 

  Actual Budget Over/(Under) 

November Income $47,406.08 $46,814.00 $592.08 

November Expenses $26,574.11 $39,195.00 -$12,620.89 

YTD Income $373,609.29 $379,244.00 -$5,634.71 

YTD Expenses $378,320.94 $389,022.00 -$10,701.06 

Surplus/(Deficit) -$4,711.65 -$9,778.00 $5,066.35 

    

November Joyful 
Giving 

$46,440.08 $45,747.00 $693.08 

YTD Joyful Giving $362,291.38 $365,511.00 -$3,219.62 

The new year is here!  Thank you for your support in 2025!  We all helped with the 
churchôs finances.  Hopefully 2026 will be a good year!  I know times are more 
difficult but please remember the church when considering where to give.  Thank you 
to the volunteers that help with our missions and with our programs.  They wouldnôt 
happen without your help.  If you havenôt already consider joining a Ministry Team, 
there are lots of ways to help our church.  I consider the 
people of the church part of my larger family.  I feel good 
when we are together or when I can help financially or 
physically. 

The book Not Your Parents Offering Plate by J. Clif Christopher tells us that nationally, total charitable giving 
is up but the share going to the churches is not.  That is not the case for our 
congregation.  We can all be proud of that.  Giving itself is an act of worship.  We 
support our own churchôs operation while also supporting other services in our 
community.  We make a big commitment to the larger churchôs wider mission 
(OCWM).  Think about the other programs we support: Christian Education, LODO, 
Worship, Membership and Care, Good Dads, Loaves and 
Fishes, and many, many others.  Look at the most recent 
Annual Report for a complete list.  We are a busy bunch. 
Many thanks to everyone.  Please remember CUCC in 
your giving. 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Doug Privitt 

Finance & Stewardship 
Ministry Team Member 

Respectfully Submitted,  
Barry Kirchhoff, 

Finance & Stewardship 
Ministry Team Member 

Have you remembered Columbia United Church of Christ in your will?  What a great way to leave a legacy 
that keeps on making an impact in the world!  If you have any questions about how to do this, contact 
Deborah Birkes, Paula Wilson, or another member of the CUCC Finance & Stewardship Ministry Team!     

mailto:dlong@elon.edu
mailto:paula1214@live.com
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Inclusion and Affirmation Ministry Team 

CUCC OPEN AND AFFIRMING/INCLUSION COVENANT 
 

Columbia United Church of Christ celebrates Godôs boundless and unconditional love by intentionally 
welcoming and affirming all Godôs children. 
* No matter who you are or where you are on lifeôs journey; 
* No matter where you are on your faith journey; 
* No matter your sexual orientation, gender expression or identity; 
* No matter your race, culture, ethnicity, nationality or politics; 
* No matter your age, ability, health, relationship status or family structure; 
* No matter your social, economic, educational, legal or life circumstances; 
* You are welcome here! 

 

Called by Jesus to be an Open and Affirming, inclusive faith community, Columbia 
United Church of Christ commits to welcoming everyone into the full life of our 
congregation.  Our paths and voices may differ, but we journey in faith together. 

It is our goal, here at CUCC, that everyone who enters our doors feels welcome and safe.  In the pursuit of that 
goal, we are investigating ideas to assist folks who have food allergies in feeling welcome and safe at our 
congregational dinners.  Please note the data below. (Source: Food Allergy Facts and Statistics for the U.S.) 
 

At least 33 million people in the U.S. have one or more food allergies and that number is on the 
rise.  What is a food allergy/food sensitivity?  It is ñan adverse health effect resulting from a specific 
immune response that occurs reproducibly on exposure to a given foodò.  That ñadverse health 
effectò can be anywhere from a mild stomach upset to vomiting and diarrhea, to hives, to 
anaphylaxis and death. 
 

More than 170 foods have been reported to cause allergic reactions in the U.S.  The nine major 
allergens are: dairy products, eggs, peanuts, tree nuts, wheat, soy, sesame, fish, and shellfish. Lesser 
common allergies include various spices, corn, meat, gelatin, various fruits and vegetables. 
 

We have multiple people within the congregation that have one or more allergies.  Others have food 
preferences such as vegans and vegetarians.  The Church Council and various Ministry Teams will be 
focusing on this inclusive issue over the next few months. 
 

There are several ideas being pursued such as: collecting data from the congregation as to what food allergies 
or sensitivities exist within our group; having carry-in food labeled with allergens via a checklist that the 
committees will develop; having a separate table specifically for low allergen foods.  Other suggestions are 
welcome. 
 

As Pastor Rick notes every Sunday: ñNo matter who you are or where you are in lifeôs journey, you are 
welcome here.ò  We want all folks to feel that same welcome at our dinner tables! 

OPEN AND AFFIRMING CONVOCATION IN ST. LOUIS - MARCH 7 
 

The annual Open and Affirming Convocation in St. Louis will be here before you know it!  We would love 
to have you join us.  There will be several guest speakers and workshops.  Pastor Rick and Ashley Ramirez 
will be hosting one of the workshops on behalf of our congregation!  The event will be at Parkway UCC 
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Lunch will be served.  If you would like to be part of our CUCC delegation, 
talk to Pastor Rick or Ashley Ramirez.  We do need to RSVP by March 1 for the lunch count.  We will be 
taking the church bus in to St. Louis for this!  Let us know if you would like to ride on the bus, or if you will 
meet us there.  The bus will be leaving at 7:00 a.m. 

https://www.foodallergy.org/resources/facts-and-statistics
mailto:rick@columbiaucc.com
mailto:ashknight0628@gmail.com
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LODO Ministry Team 
December has been a joyful and meaningful month at Little Oneôs Day Out Preschool as our students 
celebrated the Christmas season through festive classroom activities, crafts, and a fun candy cane hunt.  We 
also enjoyed gathering families together for our Family Movie Night on December 9 to watch ñThe Star.ò  
Our Christmas Program on December 18 was a highlight of the month as students shared songs celebrating the 
true meaning of Christmas with their families and church community.  This season of giving was especially 
evident through our participation in the LODO Food Drive and the Angel Tree ministry.  The Food Drive 
garnered 595 pounds of food. And $140.  Over 30 gifts were purchased by LODO families 
to help bless children in our community for our Angel Tree.   

 

As we look ahead to the second semester, we are excited for whatôs to come and are 
pleased to announce that beginning in the 2026ï2027 school year, LODO Plus hours will 
be extended to 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., allowing us to continue growing the ministry and 
serving more families. 

 

Thank you for your continued support of Little Oneôs Day 
Out Preschool. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sara Koenig, 

LODO Director 

The New Year is upon us and that means the return of our precious LODO families.  YAY!  They bring such 
life and joy into this building on a daily basis.  
 
I am happy to say that LODO has an incredible staff.  Ms. Sara is leading with intention and the program is 
developing beautifully.  With that, enrollment has been diminishing over the past few years and this year it 
became clear that the LODO program needed to revisit its mission.  In doing so we can expect some changes 
in an effort to meet a greater need in our community.  The LODO Ministry Team approved changes at our 
November meeting that will go into effect for the 2026/27 school year:  
 

T Extended LODO+ Hours: In an effort to meet the needs of working families LODO will extend its hours 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  

T LODO Schedule: It has been customary for the LODO program to follow the CPS schedule, but beginning 
this next school year, LODO will have its own schedule and will no longer follow the CPS school days 
off. 

 
This past year held many changes and challenges and the LODO program welcomes 
your continued prayers for the LODO leadership & staff as they continue to provide a 
nourishing environment for LODO students and families.  Please also continue to keep 
the LODO Ministry Team in your prayers as we assist 
Ms. Sara in her leadership and support the program as a 
whole. 

Happy Holidays, 
Kristin Veteto, 

LODO Ministry Team Chair  

LODO STAFF SPOTLIGHT: 
 

Miss Jessica - LODO Aide 
 

My name is Jessica Williams and I live in Harrisburg with my husband, 
Dan.  We have four kids and one dog.  We enjoy being outside as a family 

either camping or playing at the Lake of the Ozarks. 
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Fellowship & Hospitality Ministry Team 

Greetings!  I sincerely hope this finds everyone ready for the New Year, because it is here!  As I write this, 
still in 2025, my mind is already in full gear, making plans for 2026.  We have Fastnacht coming up, game 
night, the end of year picnic, and perhaps a ñspring flingò to name a few.  There are meetings to attend and 
reports to prepare.  But, before we get too far ahead, letôs look back on what a wonderful year 2025 was.   
 

The Advent Banquet was well attended by about 100 people, kudos to the Scouts for helping to set up, serve, 
and clean up!  There was our annual Veterans Appreciation Breakfast, a fun Halloween party/potluck, and 
Rally Day, to name a few.  Much to be thankful for, so here is my shout out to all who helped make these 
events happen, you are appreciated!  If you are interested in volunteering in any way, 
shape, or form please let me know, even if it is only making a poster board to help 
advertise, any and all help is always welcome.  I am always open to suggestions and 
new ideas (would love some new ideas)!  So, think about what talents you have to 
giveé 
 

As always bee Grateful, bee Kind, bee Blessed, and bee Yourself!  
 

PS: Our next Fellowship and Hospitality team meeting 
will be Sunday, Jan. 11, after church.  Hope to see you 
there. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Lorber 

Fellowship and Hospitality   
Ministry Team Chair 

NEW NAMETAGS 
 

The Inclusion & Affirmation and Membership & Care Ministry Teams are working together to bring us new 
name tags!  We are also using this opportunity to update info in our church membership database.   
 

Our new nametags were distributed in church last year for everyone who filled out an information update 
form.  If you did not receive a nametag, or you need your nametag changed in any way, fill out an update 
form!  There are forms available in the coatroom, as well as online.  Please fill out a paper form, found to the 
right of the nametags in the coatroom, and drop it in the wicker basket; or CLICK HERE to do it online 

Howôs your faith?  The apostle Paul said faith is a gift; Jesusô brother James says faith without works is 
dead.  So whether you align yourself with Paul or with James, as the new year begins, itôs a good time to put 
your gift of faith into action.  It doesnôt take a New Yearôs Resolution- an action worthy of pomp and 
circumstance or a gift of your talent or money.  Of course those things are good, but small things like reaching 
out to a friend you havenôt seen or talked to in awhile, meeting to catch up over coffee, 
offering to accompany someone to an appointment are shining examples of faith 
working. 
 

Make sure you welcome our new members!  We received six new members on 
November 23; Gail Mariott, John Bax, Carolyn Price, Ryan Pulley, Eric Schmittel and 
Aimee Anderson.  Be sure to say hello!    
 

Weôre all part of CUCCôs Membership and Care Team, 
whether we attend meetings or not.  We appreciate Godôs gift 
of Faith working in you.  Keep The Faith!  

Membership & Care Ministry Team 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jolene Kirchhoff 

Membership & Care   
Ministry Team Member 

https://forms.gle/E63sqr2qbaW6STxt6
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Nurture & Education Ministry Team 
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CUCC members continue to provide donations in the 
box marked "Alpha Hart Lewis Elementary" in the 
coat closet next to the Gathering Area, and these are 
delivered as received.   
 

Thank you to Pastor Rick, Gail Marriott, Darla Privitt, 
and Llona Weiss for working the Good Dads-Strong 
Schools program at AHL on December 10.  We had 54 

total attendees with dads, students, and volunteers, and it was obvious 
everyone was having a fun time!  Later that evening Jessica Lucas and 
Llona Weiss provided child care at AHL's PTA meeting, which they truly 
appreciate.  Jolene Kirchhoff dropped off homemade cookies for the 
Teachers' Lounge on December 10, which I am told were devoured by mid
-morningé they love "the cookie lady!"  Thank you to Melba Shaffer and 
Mahree Skala who continue to volunteer in the library.   
 

We had a couple conversations with AHL about families in need during 
the holiday time and a possible talk/tour of CUCC by some students in 
January.  We'll see what happens.  Thank you CUCC for your continuing 
support of this fantastic ministry!  

Outreach & Advocacy Ministry Team 

A big thank-you to all who helped at the Food Bankôs big One for One food and fund drive at 
the Columbia Mall on December 17!  Pastor Rick, Edie Diel, Audrey Lasley, Jo Ellen Grace, 
Gail Marriott, Connie Loveless, Aimee Andersen, and Mona and Ted Dachroeden helped 
collect food items and much-needed funds for the holiday season. 
 

Our next group shift is on Tuesday, January 27 at 5:30 p.m.  The Membership and Care Team 
have volunteered plus we have more slots to fill!  The sign-up link is Columbia United 
Church of Christ at The Food Bank ï 2026.  If you have questions or want more information 
contact Mahree Skala. 

The December 15 meal at Loaves & Fishes consisted of turkey, ham, mashed potatoes, green 
beans, rolls, and cranberry salad left from the Advent banquet along with spaghetti (made by 
Mary Lorber and Audrey Lasley) and lettuce salad (provided by Patty Beeson). There was also 
a variety of desserts left from the banquet plus brownies made by Tricia Soncasie.  Mahree 
Skala provided the peanut butter and jelly sandwiches.  Servers/helpers for the evening were 
Tom & Mary Lorber-Solt, Doug & Judi Privitt, Tim & Tricia Soncasie, Jim Loveless, and Patty 
Beeson.  We served approximately 165 servings.  It was a very busy night and I thank all my 
volunteers!  You are so appreciated!  

TEAM EARTH LUNCH AND LEARN JANUARY 11 
 

We live in a culture that focuses on individual ownership and exploitation of the world around us.  Even the 
language of "natural resources" conveys the idea that creation exists primarily for the benefit of human beings.  
The Bible paints a very different picture.  While celebrating the uniqueness of humanity, the writers of Scripture 
repeatedly reminded people that everything we have is a gift, and we are simply caretakers of that which belongs to 
God.   January's Team Earth Lunch and Learn will dig deeper into the concept of stewardship.  We will look at how 
"impractical" holy stewardship looks when viewed through the lens of an extractive economy.  By examining the 
biblical concept of Sabbath, we will explore just how much grace abounds in every corner of our world.  Granting 
rest not only to ourselves, but to creation itself, can allow the world to thrive and recover.   Rev. Mike 
Williams will be leading our exploration of Biblical models of Creation Care; come join us!   

https://volunteer.sharefoodbringhope.org/acts/console.php?console_id=0248&console_type=event&res_code=ColumbiaUnitedCC&ht=1
https://volunteer.sharefoodbringhope.org/acts/console.php?console_id=0248&console_type=event&res_code=ColumbiaUnitedCC&ht=1
mailto:skalamahree@yahoo.com

