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CUCC Open and Affirming/Inclusion Covenant: 
 

Columbia United Church of Christ celebrates God’s boundless and 
unconditional love by intentionally welcoming and affirming all God’s 
children. 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey; 
No matter where you are on your faith journey; 
No matter your sexual orientation, gender expression, or identity; 
No matter your race, culture, ethnicity, nationality, or politics; 
No matter your age, ability, health, relationship status, or family 
structure; 
No matter your social, economic, educational, legal, or life 
circumstances; 
You are welcome here! 

 

Called by Jesus to be an Open and Affirming, inclusive faith community, 
Columbia United Church of Christ commits to welcoming everyone into the 
full life of our congregation.  Our paths and voices may differ, but we 
journey in faith together.   



 

 

Columbia 
United Church 
Of Christ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________ 

June 21, 2026  10:30 a.m. “Juneteenth” 
 

*indicates that all are invited to stand, if comfortably able 
 

“O yes, LORD, I am definitely your servant! 
You have freed me from my chains!”-Psalm 116:16 (CEB) 

    

Welcome and Greetings  Pastor Rick 
 
 

Prelude  “Come Thy Fount of Every Blessing” Jolene Hackman 
   Arr. Chris Rice 

 

Carrying in the Light of Christ 
  
 

*Call to Worship (based on Psalm 116) Ashley Ramirez 
  

What should we return to God, 
Thanks for all God’s blessings to us? 
 

We will lift up the cup of Salvation; 
We will call upon the name of God! 
 

God calls us to respond with love, 
Paying vows to God in the presence of God’s people. 
 

Precious in God’s sight is the devotion of God’s people! 
Precious in God’s sight is the service of God’s faithful ones! 
 

We are God’s servants, and we carry that identity in our lives. 
God has loosened our bonds; God leads us away from aimlessness. 
 

We will offer our vows to God in the presence of God’s people; 
We give ourselves and our lives to God.  Praise God! 
Come, let us worship God! 

    

*Hymn “This Is My Father’s World” (insert) 
 
 

*Opening Prayer   Ashley Ramirez 

 

God of love and promise; You speak of Your provision even in 
times of despair.  Often we find Your promises hard to believe.  
Often we laugh, thinking there is no way Your promises could be 
fulfilled.  But You continue to amaze us with Your blessings, even 
in the midst of despair.  Teach us to have faith in Your promises, 
teach us to have faith in Your provision, teach us to have hope 
that, even when things seem dark, Your light will shine through.  
Remind us that we are Your blessed and beloved children, and 
inspire us to boldly serve as Your witnesses.  We ask these prayers 
in Jesus’ name; Amen. 



 

 

*Assurance of Blessing  Pastor Rick 
 

Jesus prays for unity, that all may be one; yet often, based in fear, we 
reject this idea.  But even when we do, God still loves and welcomes 
us, encourages and guides us. Through our repentance and God’s 
grace, we are forgiven, beloved and blessed.  Praise be to God!     

 
 

*Prayer Response  
 “Spirit of the Living God” #283 
 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me; 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me; 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me!   

 
 

*Sharing God’s Gift of Peace  Pastor Rick 
 

May God’s Peace be with you! 
 

And also with you! 

 
 

Children’s Time   Pastor Rick 

 “I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”  
(Sung as children return to their seats) 

 

I have decided to follow Jesus; 
I have decided to follow Jesus! 
I have decided to follow  Jesus! 

No turning back; No turning back! 

 
 

Mission Moment “Mobility Worldwide” Doug Privitt 
 
 

Old Testament Lesson     Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7 Ashley Ramirez 
 

In one of the most foundational stories of our faith, the Triune God appears 
to Abraham and makes covenant with him.  They promise the impossible and 
delivers on it.  God brings laughter and joy to Sarah when she felt her joy 
was gone forever.      Page #12 

 
 

Gospel Lesson      Matthew 10:34-39 Ashley Ramirez 
 

Jesus is challenging his disciples to stand up for justice and righteousness, 
even when those in authority oppose them; even when the opposition is 
family.  He relates his message to the idea of family dynamics, telling them 
they must be willing to sacrifice everything if they are going to be loyal 
disciples.  Page #791 

 
 

Anthem  “This is My Father’s World” Arr. Vandall  
  Mike & Gina Pierson, piano duet  

 
 

Sermon “Hospitality, Laughter, Sodom & Gomorrah” Pastor Rick 
 
 

*Hymn “God Made from One Blood”  #427 



 

 

Community Prayer & Silent Prayer; The LORD’s Prayer  
 

In an effort to encourage inclusion, we suggest using the address 
“Creator God” in our unison recitation of The Lord’s Prayer. You are 
certainly welcome to say “Our Father” instead of “Creator,” 
“Trespasses” instead of “debts,” or “Thy” instead of “Your” if you 
prefer.  
 

Creator God in heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your 
kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Yours is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory forever. Amen.  

 
 

*Hymn “Lift Every Voice and Sing”  #593 
 
 

Sharing our Announcements  Pastor Rick 
 
 

Invitation to the Offering    
   

To give online text “GIVE” to 573.240.4041  
You can also give online by visiting our website:   

www.columbiaucc.com   
 
 

Offertory   “I Danced in the Morning” Jolene Hackman 
    Arr. Douglas Wagner 
 
 

*Prayer of Dedication  Ashley Ramirez 
 

God of Inspiration, we seek to be messengers of peace, justice, 
hope, love, and joy for all humankind; including and especially 
those who are disenfranchised by the world.  Take these gifts and 
let them be used to advance that message; that all may be 
included in Your expressions of Your love.  Amen. 

 
 

*Benediction  Pastor Rick 
 
 

*Response “Let There Be Peace on Earth” 
 

Let there be Peace on Earth and Let it Begin with me! 
Let there be Peace on Earth; the Peace that was meant to be! 

With God our Creator, Children all are we! 
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony! 

 

Let Peace begin with me; let this be the moment now! 
With every step I take let this be my solemn vow: 

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally! 
Let there be Peace on Earth; and let it begin with me!  

 
 

Postlude  Jolene Hackman 
   



 

 

 

CUCC celebrates God’s boundless love by:   

Welcoming all God’s Children; 

Nurturing Faith and Spiritual Growth; 

Challenging and inspiring everyone with vibrant worship; 

Building a supportive church family; 

Transforming both the congregation and community  

through service and outreach 

All music photocopied in the bulletin and reproduced on the 
video screen is done so using onelicense.net:  License #A-727757 

Juneteenth! 
 

What is “Juneteenth” and why do we suddenly keep hearing about it?  It 
seems like all of a sudden we started hearing about the Juneteenth holiday 
and now it is even listed on our calendars.  What is this day? 
 

Juneteenth is nothing new.  This holiday has been observed regionally 
since 1866, well before “Father’s Day.”  On this day, we recognize and 
celebrate the emancipation of enslaved Americans, finally freed 
through General Order #3 by Union Army General Gordon Granger.  
The issuance of this order on June 19, 1865 in Galveston, Texas was the 
final end to the legalized institution of slavery in the US and the final 
defeat for those traitors to the United States, the Confederacy. 
 

People erroneously think that the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 
ended slavery.  This proclamation, issued by President Abraham Lincoln, 
was ignored by many states.  Enforcement fell upon the Union Army, and 
it was stretched thin, fighting the forces of the traitorous Confederates.  
Full enforcement of the Emancipation Proclamation did not happen until 
the issuance of General Order #3. 
 

Beginning in 1866, formerly enslaved people began celebrating the true 
end of slavery with Juneteenth celebrations.  These celebrations were 
coordinated and hosted by church communities, and they began in 
Galveston, Texas.  They quickly spread across the South to other (mostly 
Black) communities, recognizing and celebrating their independence and 
the end to legal institutionalized slavery in the US.  
   

In 1980, the State of Texas issued a proclamation making Juneteenth an 
official state holiday.  By 2019, 47 states recognized Juneteenth in some 
form.  In 2021, the US Senate unanimously passed a resolution making 
Juneteenth a Federal Holiday; the same resolution passed overwhelmingly 
in the House of Representatives with a vote of 415-14.  On June 17, 2021, 
President Joe Biden signed the bill into law, making Juneteenth the first 
day to attain legal observance as a federal holiday since Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day was designated by President Ronald Reagan in 1983. 



 

 

Columbia United Church of Christ 

3201 1-70 Drive NW; Columbia, MO  65202 

Phone:  573-445-7931 

Pastor’s cell: 573.241.2027 

Website: www.columbiaucc.com 
 

Pastor: Rev. Richard Oberle  rick@columbiaucc.com 
Admin. Assistant: Alexandra Roper office@columbiaucc.com  
Moderator: Jerry Kiesling rollzierp50@gmail.com 
Music Coordinator: Mike Pierson mike.pierson.1969@gmail.com  
LODO Director: Sara Koenig lodo.sara.koenig@gmail.com 
Custodian: Caleb Berry  calebprenticeberry@gmail.com 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Fred Brandenburg 
 

TODAY IN WORSHIP:  
Worship Leader: Ashley Ramirez 
Song Leader: Mike Pierson 
Ushers: Christine Staelens & Audrey Lasley  
Greeters: Kitty Rogers 
Technology: Doug & Judi Privitt 
Council Stewards: Christine Staelens & Judi Privitt 
 

NEXT SUNDAY IN WORSHIP: 
Worship Leader: Kennedy Lucas 
Song Leader: Mike Pierson 
Ushers: Pat Forward & Jim Loveless 
Greeters: Jessica Lucas 
Technology: Carissa Graves & John Graves 
Council Stewards:   Jessica Lucas & Mary Lorber 
 

COLUMBIA UCC CHURCH COUNCIL 
Moderator:    Jerry Kiesling  rollzierp50@gmail.com 
Vice Moderator:  Corinne Remeika  remeikas@tranquility.net 
Secretary:    Aimee Andersen  aca70re@gmail.com  
Treasurer:   Deborah Birkes dlong@elon.edu.com   
Recording Treasurer: Christine Staelens 
 tigersfour@gmail.com  
Building & Grounds: Allen Posz aposz76@gmail.com  
Fellowship & Hospitality: Mary Lorber  eldercow@gmail.com 
Finance & Stewardship: Sue Ann Schaefer ssas3307@aol.com 
Inclusion & Affirmation: Ashley Ramirez ashknight0628@gmail.com 
Little One’s Day Out: Darla Privitt   12darlap3@gmail.com 
Membership & Care: Judi Privitt judiprivitt811@gmail.com 
Nurture & Education: Jessica Lucas  jlucas@cpsk12.org  
Outreach & Advocacy: Mahree Skala skalamahree@yahoo.com  
Worship & Music: Kitty Rogers kittyrogers3@gmail.com 
Pastor: Rev. Rick Oberle rick@columbiaucc.com  

Online Giving 



 

 

NURSERY CARE is available for children in kindergarten and younger in the 
educational wing.  If you need help finding it, ask an usher!  
 

COMO MISSION EXPERIENCE WELCOME 
Next Sunday, youth and adult leaders from St. Peter’s UCC in New Haven, MO 
will be with us in worship as part of the COMO Mission Experience!  We look 
forward to having them with us!  
 

SUMMER CONSTRUCTION CONTINUES 
The flooring project downstairs started last week, and will continue for the next 
couple of weeks until July 3.  During this time, the Fellowship Hall will be 
sealed off.   Entry will be possible through the church office door.  The solar 
project should begin soon as well.  This is an exciting summer around CUCC!     
 

OPPORTUNITY CAMPUS OPEN HOUSE - 6/25 
The long-awaited Opportunity Campus will be fully open and functional this 
summer!  The grand opening is June 25, and they will be hosting tours that day 
from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Come check out the new opportunities offered at 
this great new ministry presence!  
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 7/14 & 7/15 
Get ready to blast off!  This year’s Vacation Bible School will be out of this 
world.  Save the date for Tuesday July 14 and Wednesday, July 15 for two days 
full of cosmic Christian fun.  Registration information for helpers and attendees 
is in the Friday email, and on our website.  Questions?  Ask Lena Muench. 
 

ASHLAND PRIDE - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - 7/18 
CUCC will once again have a booth at the Ashland Pridefest on July 18 from 
9:45 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.  Members of CUCC will be present to hand out affirming 
information about our church, as well as to be a voice of joy in the community.  
If you can help, contact Ashley Ramirez or sign up in the rear of the Sanctuary.      
 

BE A LODO CHEERLEADER! 
Do you know of anyone who could benefit from our Little One’s Day Out 
preschool program?  Be a LODO Cheerleader!  LODO is one of the best 
preschool programs in Columbia, but many don’t know about us.  Get the word 
out!  If you have any questions, contact Sara Koenig, LODO Director.   
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

Sun 6/21 Juneteenth Sunday/Father’s Day 
  Bible Study 9:00 a.m. 
  Bible Meets Broadway 9:00 a.m. 
  Fellowship 10:00 a.m. 
  Worship (in person and livestream) 10:30 a.m. 
 

Tue 6/23 Quilters 10:00 a.m. 
  Young Adult Group Leaders Meeting 5:30 p.m. 
 

Thu 6/25 Open House at Opportunity Campus 11:00 a.m. 
 

Fri-Sun  COMO Mission Experience group here 
 

Sun 6/28 Bible Study 9:00 a.m. 
  Decorating Mobility Carts 9:00 a.m. 
  Fellowship 10:00 a.m. 
  Worship (in person and livestream) 10:30 a.m. 



 

 

Columbia UCC Prayer List 
 

Please keep in your prayers this week . . . 
 

Kenny Holtgrewe… recovering from surgery (Marsha Posz’s Father) 
Mary Jane Johnson… health issues (Joe Remeika’ Sister) 

 

Students and staff at Alpha Hart Lewis Elementary . . . our Partner in Education 
 

All those whose lives are affected by state sanctioned terrorism including: 
Owen Ramsingh and family,  

The family of Renee Good, The family of Alex Pretti,  
Jack and Claudia (Pastor Rick’s friends), and so many others 

 

Our US Military... deployed in the Middle East 
 

Health Issues: 
Jeff Kies, Barry Kirchhoff, Glenn Duermeyer, Evie Marcks,  

Fred Wilke (Alethea’s Father), Julia Marsh (Donna Marsh’s Daughter),  
Kenny & Jane Holtgrewe (Marsha Posz’s parents), 

Karleen Martindale (Kasper’s Mother), 
Mark & Connie Fairley, Cody Kile, Dr. Ryan Link;  

Martha (friend of the Veteto family), Ken (Adam Veteto’s Cousin);  
Marilyn Coronado & Beverly Wilcox (Corinne Remeika’s friends) 

 

Challenges in Life: 
Sheila, The Koerkenmeier & Malicoat Families, Jen Siebert 

 

Living in Care Facilities: 
Gary Ehrhardt, Vernie Blank, Julie Roper 

 

Living in Independent Living Facilities: 
Don Privitt, Sue Beckman, Linda Evans, Walter & Patty Schroeder  

 

Serving us in the military:  
Christopher Tennill, Dane Wilson, Aaron Dachroeden 

Garrett Holtgrewe… (Marsh Posz’s Nephew) 
 

Pregnancies in our Church Family: 
Chloe & Mark Eveler, Kristin & Adam Veteto 

If you are interested in joining our Prayer Team or have a prayer request 
for our team to lift up please contact 

  

Melba Shaffer (573) 474-2997 melbamaes@gmail.com  
or Tricia Soncasie (314) 374-7477 tsoncasie@aol.com  

CUCC celebrates God’s boundless love by:   

Welcoming all God’s Children; 

Nurturing Faith and Spiritual Growth; 

Challenging and inspiring everyone with vibrant worship; 

Building a supportive church family; 

Transforming both the congregation and community  

through service and outreach 

mailto:tsoncasie@aol.com


 

Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7 
1 The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the 
entrance of his tent in the heat of the day.  
2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he 
ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed down to the ground.  
3 He said, “My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a 
little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree.  
5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you 
may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you 
have said.”  
6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah and said, “Make ready quickly 
three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.”  
7 Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the 
servant, who hastened to prepare it.  
8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it 
before them, and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.  
9 They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the 
tent.”  
10 Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife Sarah 
shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent entrance behind him.  
11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to be with 
Sarah after the manner of women.  
12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have grown old, and my husband 
is old, shall I be fruitful?”  
13 The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed 
bear a child, now that I am old?’  
14 Is anything too wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will return to you, 
in due season, and Sarah shall have a son.”  
15 But Sarah denied, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “Yes, 
you did laugh.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

21 The LORD dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as he 
had promised.  
2 Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which 
God had spoken to him.  
3 Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him.  
4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God 
had commanded him.  
5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him.  
6 Now Sarah said, “God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will 
laugh with me.”  
7 And she said, “Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse 
children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” 
 
 
 

Matthew 10:34-39 
34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to 
bring peace but a sword.  
35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law,  
36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.  
37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and 
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me,  
38 and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me.  
39 Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake 
will find it. 











JUNETEENTH AND PRIDE 
This week, we will celebrate Juneteenth– a Federal Holiday with one of the oldest histories of 
any we celebrate.  This holiday has been observed regionally since 1866.  The day goes by 
many names, including Jubilee Day, Emancipation Day, Black Independence Day, and 
Freedom Day.  The official name of this holiday is “Juneteenth National Independence Day.”  
On this day, we recognize and celebrate the emancipation of enslaved Americans.   

People erroneously think that the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 ended slavery.  This 
proclamation, issued by President Abraham Lincoln, did signal an end to the idea of slavery, 
but in many states the practice still continued.  Enforcement of the Emancipation 
Proclamation fell upon the Union Army, and it was stretched thin, fighting the forces of the 
Confederates.  Full enforcement of the Emancipation Proclamation did not happen until the 
issuance of General Order #3 on June 19, 1865, in the last stronghold of slavery in Galveston, 
Texas. 

Beginning in 1866, freed enslaved people in Galveston began celebrating the anniversary of 
the true end of slavery with Juneteenth celebrations.  These celebrations were coordinated 
and hosted by churches.  They quickly spread across the South to other communities, 
recognizing and celebrating their independence and the end to legal institutionalized slavery 
in the US.  During the Great Migration, starting in 1910, many of these Southern traditions 
were carried to other parts of the country. 

In 1980, the State of Texas issued a proclamation making Juneteenth an official state 
holiday.  In 1981, 15 more Southern states joined in, making it a state holiday there, as well.  
By 2019, 47 states recognized Juneteenth in some form.  After the murder of George Floyd 
on May 25, 2020, nine more states made Juneteenth an official state holiday.  In 2021, the 
US Senate unanimously passed a resolution making Juneteenth a Federal Holiday; 
the same resolution passed overwhelmingly in the House of Representatives with a 
vote of 415-14.  On June 17, 2021, President Biden signed the bill into law, making 
Juneteenth the first day to attain legal observance as a federal holiday since Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day was designated by President Ronald Reagan in 1983. 

As children of Abraham, we well understand the importance of this holiday.  When our 
ancestors were held in captivity, enslaved by the Egyptians, God brought us Salvation 
through the Passover event.  God commanded us to celebrate this day as a perpetual 
ordinance, and our ancestors did so from that day on. 

This month, as we celebrate Pride Month, much focus is on the Queer community; but with 
Juneteenth, we also celebrate pride in the Black community.  Both Pride Month and 
Juneteenth were born out of oppression.  Both celebrations are held to restore dignity (pride, 
if you will) to folks who have had dignity stolen from them.  Both celebrations are held in 
tension, knowing that oppression of their communities is far from over.  Both celebrations 
are held clinging to the hope that one day Black, Brown and Queer children of God will be 
free to live as God Created them.  Both celebrations are dreams of God’s Beloved Community. 

This week, as we celebrate Pride Month and Juneteenth, our aspirational goal is to all Dream 
God’s Dream together; one Beloved Community.   -by Pastor Rick 
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